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THE FIRST MONTH’S RESULTS 


Blair stirs 


up Home 
Rule vote 


Stephen Goodwin 

Tony Blair yesterday tried to 
work his personal magic on a jit- 
tery campaign for Scottish 
home rule, telling voters they 
had “nothing to be frightened 
of, except fear itself*. 

The Prime Minister’s prob- 
lem, however, is that many 
Scots are not so much afraid of 
devolution as apathetic towards 
II Behind Mr Blair's election- 
style campaigning lies an unease 
in the Labour high command 
and among their home-rule al- 
lies that the turnout could be 
low and the outcome a messy, 
unconvincing mandate for a 
parliament in Edinburgh. 

In a series of speeches and 
walkabouts in the central belt, 
the Prime Minister urged Scots 
to have confidence in their abfl- 
ity to govern themselves and to 
reject scares over giving the new 
Parliament tax-raising powers. 

“The idea that this is a pow- 
er with which the Scottish peo- 
ple can’t be trusted, I just find 
that wrong, absurd even," Mr 
Blair said during an hour-long 
question and answer session at 
Trinity Academy, an Edinburgh 
comprehensive school. 

He presented the Parliament 
as the mature next step to the 
"bureaucratic devolution" to 
the Scottish Office of responsi- 
bility for services including 
health, education, local gov- 
ernment and the environment 

However, of 17 questions 
put to Mr Blair at the Acade- 
my by an invited audience of 
predominantly middle-class 
adults and senior pupils - the 
kind of intelligent audience 
most likely to be concerned 
about issues of democracy - 
only four were about borne 
rule. Student fees, education 



generally, and housing were 
more pressing concerns. 

The disturbing irony for the 
ministers, who have descended 
in force on Scotland this week, 
is that they are calling for a dou- 
ble “Yes" vote at a time when 
the clamour for home rule is at 
its lowest for IS years. 

Mr Blair was applauded on 
the streets yesterday with a 
warmth that would never have 
been extended to John Major 
or Baroness Thatcher, hated by 
Scots for using them as poll lax 
guinea pigs. Privately, senior 
Labour figures in Scotland won- 
der why, having won real pow- 
er at lasL they should devolve 
it to what would most likely be 
a Parliament led by coalition. 

Labour's fear of a low turn- 
out became evident last week, 
when officials emphasised that 
“real" electorate for Thurs- 
day's vote was about 3.5m 
rather than the 3.97m on the of- 
ficial register. Some 400,000 
people are assumed to have 
moved or died since the list was 
drawn up last October. 


Jitters about the outcome 
also appeared to be behind a 
suggestion by Jim Wallace, 
leader of the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats, that his Orkney 
and Shetland constituents 
should be given a degree of au- 
tonomy from a Scottish Parlia- 
ment. The islands emphatically 
rejected devolution in the 1979 
referendum and Mr Wallace’s 
proposal was seized on by “No” 
campaigners as an admission 
that they mil do so again. 

With William Hague, the Tory 
leader, due to bang the anti- 
home rule drum today, the hith- 
erto barely evident “Think 
'TWice” campaign claims to be 
gaining ground. Opinion polls in- 
dicate a comfortable majority in 
favour of a Scottish Parliament, 
but Brian Montieth, the Think 
Twice organiser, believes Scots 
will deny it any tax varying pow- 
ers. An I CM poll on Sunday 
showed that just 45 per cent of 
voters support the power to 
raise taxes by up to 3p in the 
pound, while 38 per cent were 
against - the lowest margin yfeL 
Lord Fraser, Director of 
Think Twice and the former 
Lord Advocate, said Mr Blair’s 
promises of no tax rises were 
“empty rhetoric" that could 
not be delivered. “What Mr 
Blair can deliver is the highway 
to independence as an Edin- 
burgh Parliament becomes the 
focal point for all the dissent and 
rancour that a mid-term Labour 
government faces.” 

lam Dalyell, Labour’s lone 
voice against home rule - or at 
least the only one raised in pub- 
lic, said: “As Mr Blair found out 
today, people’s grievances are 
about money for things like 
schools and shortening hospital 
waiting lists, not about how we 
are governed." 



Spencer 
thanks 
public 
for their 
sympathy 

Louise Jury 

Earl Spencer yesterday invited a lone Press 
Association photographer to record the sea 
of flowers that has overwhelmed the tiny is- 
land where his sister is buried, and then is- 
sued a statement thanking the thousands of 
people who have sent their sympathies. 
Mountains of blooms left by mourners at 
the gates of Althorp House, Northamp- 
tonshire, had been taken by boat to bedeck 
the final resting place of Diana, Princess of 
Whies. 

“The flowers, the letters, the telegrams 
- all in their tens of thousands - have been 
a source of comfort and pride to us. and have 
genuinely helped us to mourn her death,” 
Lori Spencer said “The knowledge that Di- 
ana's life gave so many people so much can 
now be balanced by the hope that, in death 
her legacy will be immortal.” 

A family aide added the flowers would be 
left on the-island “It’s ashes to ashes. They 
will stay here and help more flowers to grow 
one day around the grave." 

As trailerloads of tributes were rowed 
across the lake to the unmarked grave, it 
emerged that the Royal family offered to 
restore the tide Her Royal Highness with- 
in hours of the scathing funeral address by 
her brother. Lord Spencer. The Spencer 
family dismissed the gesture because it was 
not what the Princess would have wanted. 

The deckion hy B uckingham Rilace rn re- 

lease details followed calls by some news- 
papers for the HRH siyle to be given back. 
A Palace spokesman said it had consulted 
the Spencer family on Saturday after- 
noon. “Their very firm view was that the 
Princess herself would not have wished for 
any change to the style and title by which 
she was known at the time of her death. The 
Spencer family itself also did not wish for 
it to be changed." 

Diana had “voluntarily relinquished" 
the title when the divorce was made absolute 
in August 1996, the spokesman said. The 
Queen subsequently issued new rules on roy- 
al tides which meant that, in future, divorced 
wives of male descendants of the sovereign 
would not be entitled to use the jRcyal High- 
ness style. It is understood that Sir Robert 
Feflowes, the Queen's private secretary, who 
is married to Lord Spencer’s sister Jane, 
made the approach on the Royal Train to 
the Althorp buriaL 


Ministers may force all home 
owners to insure mortgages 


Njc CjcutH 

The Government ts examining 
proposals to reduce even further 
benefits to cover mortgage 
interest payments of home own- 
ers who fall ill or become un- 
employed. 

The plans, part of the review 
of public expenditure, poten- 
tially extends the oo-benefit 
period from nine months for 
new borrowers to 18 months, 
and might be linked to a com- 
pulsory insurance scheme for all 
new borrowers. The insurance 
cover would cost about £7 a 
month for a typical £50,000 
loan and would replace the 
benefits currently paid. 

In 19%. the total spent on 
mortgage interest as part of in- 
come support payments was 
about £760m. While this 
amount is expected to fall in the 


longer term as more people arc 
excluded from benefits in the 
first nine months because they 
took borne loans after October 
1995, the cost could soar again 
in the event of a renewed rise 
in unemployment. 

Compulsory home loan in- 
surance, though not finked to a 
cut in mortgage interest pay- 
ments, forms part of series of 
proposals put forward in a re- 
port by the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders (CML) yesterday. 

A spokesman from the De- 
partment of Social Security, 
said yesterday that although 
ministers bad not yet seen the 
report, a number of options 
were now being considered by 
the public spending review, 
including this one. 

The CML report argues that, 
taken with a series of other re- 
forms of the welfare system 


affecting homeowners, com- 
pulsory cover would help to 
reduce the number of home re- 
possessions, which currently 
stand at about 30,000 a year. 

The state’s financial burden, 
incurred when it has to re- 
house evicted homeowners and 
pay their rents, might be further 
eased if it were prepared to 
offer support for low income 
homeowners at a cost of £300m 
a year, the CML study esti- 
mates. 

Michael Coogan, director 
general at the CML, said: “The 
DSS and the Department of the 
Environment and Transport are 
carrying out a spending review 
and they are looking at how as- 
sistance in the housing market 
is paid. What we are trying to 
do is add to the informed de- 
bate within the Government. 1 
think [ministers] are interested 


in these sorts of views. They do 
not want to add to the financial 
burdens of borrowers. 

The report, written by Steve 
Wilcox, an academic at the 
University of York, and Holly 
Sutherland, from Cambridge 
University, wilJ be unveiled at 
a one-day forum to be ad- 
dressed by Hilary Armstrong, 
the housing minister. 

The two writers argue that 
structural changes in the hous- 
ing market mean that more bor- 
rowers than ever before operate 
in a climate of job uncertainty. 
In the event of a new econom- 
ic downturn, the scale of 
repossessions which has 
dropped below its peak of 
60,000 a year in the early 1 990s 
would begin to climb again. 

Mr Wilcox and Ms Suther- 
land propose a combination of 
three policies to prevent the 


problem faced earlier this 
decade from reocuning. The 
first would involve lender flex- 
ibility and a commitment not to 
repossess properties if mortgage 
debts rise in the first three or 
four months after borrowers los- 
es their jobs. 

Second, the authors suggest 
that while tax relief on cover 
might make insurance more 
popular, this move alone is un- 
likely to stimulate many people 
to take oui insurance. They sug- 
gest compulsion is the best op- 
tion, because it would allow 
lenders to provide it more 
cheaply, without “adverse se- 
lection* from people who expect 
to be nude redundant before 
they take the insurance ouL 

The third proposal involves 
offering borrowers similar ben- 
efits as are made available to 
tenants on low income. 
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Computer deal 

CompuServe, the pioneer of 
online services , is to be swal- 
lowed by America Online in a 
£758m three-way deal 'also in- 
volving WorldCom. Page 17 

500 drowned 

Up to 500 Haitians were feared 
drowned after an overloaded 
ferry sank off the Caribbean is- 
lands west coast. Up to 800 were 
on board. Page 10 

Hume not to run 
The SDLP leader John Hume 
ended a month of political spec- 
ulation by saying he will not 
stand for election as president 
of the Irish Republic. Page 4 
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Reader, Jane Eyre was a woman who lived 


David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


Brontes Jane Eyre. 
best-loved novels in 
language, may have 
ed by a real person. 
yrc lived in Yorkshire, 
i from the Brontes' 
was known among 
Brontes circle, new 
a retired teacher has 

real life Jane Eyre 
jnal character were 


ig happiness -“Read- 
d him 4 , as the fictional 
: declares. There, 
parallels seem lo end 


The real Jane Eyre was a 
member of a Moravian settle- 
ment, a Protestant Episcopal 
movement, and lived virtually 
as a nun for a period before 
marrying a surgeon. 

But last night Mike Hill, 
director of the Bronte Parson- 
age Museum, acknowledged: “It 
does make you look at Jane Eyre 
the novel in a slightly different 
way from now on. It pulls it 
down to earth a bit more." 

Margaret Connor, a retired 
teacher from Fulneck near 
Leeds, found there was a 
woman called Frances Jane 
Eyre who lived in a Moravian 
settlement in her home village. 

The discovery was given 


added weight by Dr Patrick Wil- 
son, or Keele University, whose 
ancestor Maiy Lfley was a cousin 
of Frances Jane Eyre. She was 
also a friend of Ellen Nussey, a 
dose friend of Charlotte Bronte. 

Mr Hill says: "Maiy Lfley was 
a Moravian and knew Ellen 
Nussey who was one of Char- 
lotte's closest friends. Indeed 
Maiy Susan Liley wrote about 
her in her journal. Charlotte 
would probably have known 
about Frances Jane Eyre.” 

The Moravian archives for 
1843 record that “Single Sister 
Fanny Jane Eyre has formed a 
connexion with a Mr MachilL, a 
surgeon of Pudsey, but ... the 
thing is not in state of 


forwardness." At that time fe- 
male teachers were not allowed 
to marry. Mary Lucy’s journal 
actually refers to the woman as 
Jane Eyre and records that she 
was “afterwards married to the 
late Dr Machell of Pudsey." 

J^eningfohercfeccweryofthe 
name in the archives of Fulneck 
Moravian Church, Pudsey, Mar- 
garet Cbraxw says “I could hard- 
ly befew mye^s. Little (fid I think 
as a child that years later I would 
discover a JareE^ who may well 
have been the ndveFs namesake." 

Mr Hill stressed: “It doesn’t 
in any sense lessen Charlotte’s 
ability as a storyteller to ac- 
knowledge that she may have 
taken on some of this." 



Samantha Morten as Jane 
in the LWT adaptation of 
Jane Eyre. It appears there 
was a real Fanny Jane Eyre 
in Charlotte Bronte’s circle 



Take a break if you need to, start again 
when you can. Put away a lot, a little, 
different amounts at different times. 

It’s your money and your pension. 
We don’t tie you up with stupid rules 
or charge you for changing your plans. 

_ To start today, give us a call. 



direct 

personal financial service 


0345 900 900 

Open seven days a weak from 8am to 10pm 
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Parents donate son’s 
organs for vital transplants 


The organs of an eight-ycar-old boy who died after a brain 
haemorrhage are being given to at least five other people so they 
may live or improve the quality of their lives. Aaron Bennett’s liver 
has gone to a Hiree-year-old girl, one of his kidneys to a 10-year- 
old girl and the other to a woman. His heart valves are also being 
used as arc the corneas from his eyes, 

Aaron's parents, from Wilsden, West Yorkshire, made the 
decision to donate his organs as they kept a bedside vigil at Leeds 
General Infinnuiy. Aaron was taken Q1 12 days ago when he 
complained of a headache. Stans revealed burst blood vessels in his 
brain. His mother. Angela, said she and her husband Andrew 
decided immediately to donate bis organs She added: “We were 
aware of how other parents with poorly children would be feeling. 
We warned U) give someone else a chance from our loss.” 

The transplant < coordinator in Leeds, Steve Bell, said he could 
not comment on individual cases but added that child deaths in 
these circumstances were rare and the opportunities for donating 
child organs were precious. Esther Leach 


Solidarity for sacked dockers 


Sacked Liverpool dockers say thousands of colleagues around the 
world stopped work yesterday to support their campaign to win 
back their jobs. It is almost two years since the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Company loeked out the 329 dockers after they refused to 


Harbour Company loekedout the 329 dockers after they re fust 
cross an unofficial picket line in support of SO colleagues made 
redundant bv an independent stevedoring comnanv- Thev were 


redundant by an independent stevedoring company. They were 
sacked and have since been involved in the bitter campaign which 
includes amiinuous picketing the Port of Liverpool. 

A spokesman for the Liverpool dockers said yesterday’s 
International Day of Action was supported in Australia. North 
America, Canada, Denmark, Japan and Sweden. However, a 
spokeswoman for the Mersey Docks and Harbour Company said 
the action had not affected trade. The sacked workers will mark 
the second anniversary of the dispute with a rally in Liverpool on 
27 September. 


Jeffrey Bernard’s racing certainty 


He began his journalistic career as racing correspondent, and 
named the sport as a great love - after drink and sex. Now Jeffrey 
Bernard (left) the bon viveur and Soho habitue who died last 

Friday, is to be laid to rest 


mm — ~ — .sra . — \ among the horses. 

W ,•&£.- :^V- " His ashes are to be placed in 

f --jm F J an urn buried under a stone at 

l t> i- i the Gallops, the training 

- racecourse, in Berkshire, his 

WflKfefc . ■ "■ brother Oliver said yesterday. 

'"t columnist, who once described 

'■ i .■ j ■ a racecourse as “simply an 

if alfresco piss-up”, had loved the 

'N |» - ■ i area, Oliver Bernard said-“He 

'm i lived near there, he loved the 

place -it’s very beautiful -and 
^ he had some very good friends 
there among the trainers and jockeys.” Mr Bernard said that there 
was no room to bury his brother in Soho. However, the decision 
has yet to he agreed to by Lamboum officials. 


Magistrate fined over pollution 


A magistrate was fined £9.000 when he appeared in court charged 
with polluting the environmenL David Distm, chief magistrate of 
the East Berkshire Magistrates' Court Circuit, was also ordered to 
pay £300 costs by magistrates at Basingstoke in Hampshire. 


The court heard that Mr Distin's building company, HC Distin 
Ltd, of Maidenhead. Berkshire, had created the pollution when 
three temporary school classrooms were burnL Berkshire County 
Couneil had granted a contract to the company to remove and 
dispose of the buildings from Emmbrook School in Wokingham. 
However, instead of taking them to a licensed waste disposal site, 
the structures, which contained wiring, insulation materia! and 
polystyrene, were burnt in a field beside the M4 in April this year. 

In a separate prosecution brought by the Royal Borough of 
Windsor and Maidenhead, HC Distin Ltd was fined £4,500 with 
£1.200 costs for breaching the Clean Air Act 1993. 


Inquiry into abuse at care homes 

The author of a critical report on residential care is to head an 
independent inquiry into the abuse of mentally handicapped 


people in two private homes in Buckinghamshire. Tom Burgner, 65, 
a former senior civil servant, was appointed yesterday to conduct 
the inquiry into the Lungcare case which ended earlier this year 
with three members of care home staff being found guilty of 
neglecting and ill-treating residents. 

The investigation is being held following pressure from the 
Department of Health after criticisms from victims’ family that 
Buckinghamshire County Council liud not done enough to prevent 
abase of mentally disabled people. The abuse occurred for a 
decade from 1983 iu two homes run by Gordon and Angela Rowe 
:ls Lungcare Ltd in Stoke Ptiges. Gordon Rowe committed suicide 
before he could he charged with raping residents. .Angela Roue 
was jailed for iwo-and-a-half years this summer for ill-treating and 
neglecting residents. Louise Jury 
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F fion Jenkins, tianede ofWIHIam Hague.teaderof 
the opposition, has been appointedfo a fay job 
in the arts, which wfft Involve her liaising dense- 
ly w8h govemmerrt ministers. -■ • 

Ms Jenkins has been appointed cfirector of opera- 
tions at Absa, the Association for Business Sponsor- 
ship of the Arts. The key aspect of the job will be to 
manage the operation and development of the Pair- 
ing Scheme, the Government's arts sponsorship in- 
centive scheme which Absa manages ori behalf of th e 
Department for Culture, Media and SporL . . 

Absa is the riatiofl^Indepehdeat association which 
promotes and encourages ptetnereh^re between the 
private sector and the arts. It works extensively with 
the UK’s top businesses and arta organisations to de- 
. vetop arts sponsorship. Its patron is the Prince ofWates. 
But it also works closely with government, dfrectiiig 
business sponsorship cash towards the arte; and Absa 
officials having regular talks with ministers and civil 
servants. 

An Absa spokesman saM: “Herownpe/sonal po- 
sition has been considered, but neither we nor the De- 
partme rt erf Culture, Metfa and Sport see any problem. 


We did fofonn.fhfttte p artmectof herappolntment, as 
is standatoprek»d^ wfil have same 

ment wfth rrtnlstere, but most of her tevbtvementwBt 
be vwtft dvfl^efvantaVJ 1 ‘ r * \ 

Ms JenldnasaW:^ ‘Wwjrhasr an totmmattona! &pt* 

ta^forpwnKmgexceOencempaiiners^bebm^ 

businesses andthearteandllookferwaidtotfted^. 
tenge of making a positive contribution lo the cultur- 
al life erf rite country.* - - . ‘ v. ■ - r ... 

She has twi a strong Interest in the arts, perform-: 
ing with the Natkw^Yd^Chotf arxi pte^ig darinet 
vrittt the Nafiond Vbuth Orcbestre of Wales. .. 

Coin Tweedy, Absrfs drector general, sad yesterday. 
“We are defigfrtedthalF^A ABSA'steam 


ever, arts spon«>rs|iip is ® befaig .ugpd as art assent 
tfefl part of businessopMnfiuracteiORs as weB as epow- 
arfut medium for corporata communtty favotvetnetit 
Ffion’s wide mqjerience and enthusiadn^wflLi» 'a 
tremendous asset as we promote busfriess Jnvolve- 
merit yrith the arts to* the new generaflon crf buSipess^ 
decision makers. “ . • ' ■ i -. 

•• .;-T David lister;. 


Beatles’ ‘beautiful’ 
PR man dies 
aged 65 


Derek Taylor, who was press offi- 
cer to The Beatles at the height of 
their fame, has died at the age of 
65, it was announced last night 

A spokesman for Apple Records 
said he died at his home in Suffolk 
after a long Ulness. 

Sir Paul McCartney said last 
night that he was a beautiful man. 

“It’s time for tears and words 
may come later," he said. 

Taylor, pictured, who was origi- 
nally from Liverpool, was the the 
northern showbuslness correspon- 
dent for the Daily Express and cov- 
ered his first Beatles concert in 
May 1963. 

“Magnificent _. the spectacle of 
these fresh, cheeky; sharp, young 
entertainers In apposition to the 
shiny-eyed teenage kfolafors is as 
good as a rejuvenating drug for 
the jaded adult,” he wrote 
afterwards. 

He began to take a dose Inter- 
est in the group and became their 
press officer the following year. 

He ghost-wrote George Harri- 
son’s newspaper column and 
also Brian Epstein's autobiogra- 



Fittipldibreaks 
bade m plane crash 


phy A Cellarful of Noise. He trav- 
elled with the Beatles on their 
world tour before moving to the 
United States to be publicist for 
the Byrds. The Beach Boys and 
The Grateful Dead. 

But in 1968 he returned to Eng- 
land to resume working with the 
Beatles. 

Philip Norman, the Beaties' bi- 
ographer, said: “ft was Derek Tay- 
lor's unique accomplishment to be 
a press officer whom journalists 
pursued. 

“They pursued him because 
Derek Taylor was not a monster. 


Kate Watson-Smyth 
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SOCIETY 

Poverty can seriously 
damage your health 

Men at the bottom of the social scale 'are three times as likely to 


lor everyone in the last twenty yearn the poor are Iflrely apt 
have shorter lives but have greater risks ofill-bealih and disability- 
. Life expectancy is five yearsless for men and three years less ^ tor 
women who are at the bottom of the social scale compared with , 
the top. This difference has increased since the early 1970s (men 
for men there weto 806 and 280 deaths per 100,000 in 1991-93 
compared to S97 and 500 deaths per 100,000 in 1970-72). Men are 
?kn more likely to suffer from lung cancer or commit suicide. 

Unemployment carries a' high-risk of premature mortality wnh 
men women unemployed in 1981 having an excess mortality of 
a third over the period 1981-92. The risk was particularly high 
amongst the younger unemployed (ages 16-44) where men had. a Do 
perceat and women a 69 per cent excess. - - , , 

Health Ine qualities - Decennial Supplement is published by the 
. Stationery Office, price £35 Glenda Cooper 


MEDIA 

Speed sells, but causes offence 


Advertisements featuring sex and speed fell fool of the public in 
the latest Advertising Standards Authority monthly report. 

The Asda upheld a number or complaints from people w°"ned 
Hmt car advertisements were encouraging drivers to break the law 
and drive too East A complaint against a Citrogn Sajm niagazme 
ad that elwhnwl its acceleration was a '‘sphincter-twitching IMiO in 
12 seconds” and had a piece to toilet paper stuck to the page, was 
upheld. A number of complaints were also upheld against a Honda 
Civic poster campaign that featured the car against a 
background. Paul McCann 


ECONOMICS 

Tax cut perception exposed as myth 


The perception of a widespread tax-cutting trend amongst the 
world’s richest economies is overturned by new figures which show 
that tar burden has climbed steadily in almost all cases since 1980. 
The exceptions have been the 


TOTAL TAX REVENUE 
AS % OF GDP 


Denmark 

Sweden 

fnmcB 

Nettiotantis 


Germany 

UK 

- . Spdn 


Netherlands, where it has 
declined, and the UK and 
Germany, where the share of o 10 20 30 40 50 GO 

national output taken by taxes Demrarfc ' . ‘ ' 

has been flat Sweden 1 1 1 - 1 — 

Preliminary estimates i 

collected by the Organisation I I L q 

for Economic Co-operating , t -i ■ ■ r ' 

and Development show that ^ i 

10 of its 24 member countries Gemwiy , - 7 - 

did reduoe the ratfoof taxes UK ^ 

to Gross Domestic Product ;■ . • -. 

last year, while increased it r 1 - 1 • ■ I -y : 

But there had been more tax- . .. :> 

cutting in 1995, with 14 ^ ^ ’ ;.v- 

coun tries (although not the \S ■ U ji* . 

UK) achieving a reduction. 1 

The figures show that the 
tax take in the UK is in the 

bottom half of the range. New OECD members Mexico and 
Korea had the lowest ratios in 1996, at 16 and 23.2 per cent of 
GDP respectively, although the US and Japan are not much 
further ahead. By contrast, the Danish and Swedish governments 
take 51.9 per cent of GDP in tax, with Belgium and France not far 
behind. Britain occupied a mid-Atlantic ranking of just over 35 per 
cent. Diane Coyle 




HEALTH 

Authorities failing child ME sufferers 


The racing champion, Emerson Fit- 
tipaldi, fractured his lower back in 
an ultralight plane crash and es- 
caped death only because the air- 
craft fell in a swamp, a doctor said 
yesterday. 

The 50-year-okl Brazilian, pic- 
tured right, and his 6-year-okl son, 
Luca, the only two people on the 
plane, were taken to the Sao Paulo 
Hospital in Araraquara, a citrus- 
growing region about 220 miles 
(350 kilometers) north-west of Sao 
Paulo, shortly after midnight on 
Sunday. 

X-rays revealed a fracture in the 
lumbar region, and Fittipaldi .re- 
ported difficulty in moving his left 
leg, Dr Lulz Roberto Neves, the 
hospital's clinical director, said in a 
radio Interview. 

“By some miracle, Luca didn’t 
have even a cut," Neves said. 

Neves sakj Fittipaldi told doctors 
the motor stalled and the ultralight 
crashed into a swamp from a 
height of about 300 feet 

“It wasn’t a forced landing, ft 
was a crash," Neves said. "The 
swamp saved [them], if [they] had 
fallen on solid ground, [they] sure- 
ly would have been killed." 


Children who suffer from a debilitating fatigue condition are 
getting a poor deal from the education system, a survey has 
revealed. Although more than 50 percent of all Long-term sickness 
absence from school is due to the chronic fatigue syndrome 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis, or ME, only a quarter of home tutors 
were given information of how the condition affects youngsters, 
according to research fry the charity Action for ME. 

The charity’s chiefs have claimed that the lack of understanding 
about tiie condition which affects 25,000 school children in the UK 
could be putting their education at risk. The survey of 70 local 
education authorities revealed many home tutors were unaware 
that tiie condition affects memory mid concentration, making 
learning exha usti n g and difficult. 

Martin Arher; chair of Action for ME, said; “Only 25 per cent of 
home tutors receive any information about ME from either the 
school or local education authority. 

“Without a broad understanding of the illness it would be very 
easy for a tutor to push a child too hard causing a relapse lasting 
weeks. ME is a fluctuating condition and the child's ability to 
learn can change from day to day.” 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 42-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of X996 
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Upland farmers 
take the high 
road out 


Amanda KeBy 


The long-term future of thou- 
sands of traditional family 
upland farms in some of coun- 
ter’s most scenic and wild areas 
could be at risk unless ibe Gov- 
ernment steps in to help, farm- 
ers claimed yesterday. 

Increasingly modest financial 
rewards has meant (hat vast 
numbers of young people arc 
quitting the family business to 
find more prosperous work in 
towns and cities and there are 
few people willing to take their 
plate. 

Yesterday the National Fann- 
ers* Union sent a tough warn- 
ing to the Government that, 
unless action is taken, vast sec- 
tions of the farming industry 
could be. destroyed and laigc ar- 
eas of the countryside reduced 
to a barren wilderness. 

A survey carried out by the 
union showed that 43 per cent 
of hill farmers' children would 
not be taking over the farm 
when their parents retired. 
Most riled low annual income 
levels as the main reason. 

The NFU*s president. Sir 
David Naish, said: “With no nat- 
ural successor, the UK's upland 
communities face a bleak and 
bitter future. 

*Areas such as the Lake Dis- 
trict, Snowdonia and Brecon 
Beacons, are an invaluable en- 
vironmental asset for the nation, 
with much of their character a 
direct result of fanning activi- 


ties over many centuries. With- 
out profitable hill farming this 
will be lost for future genera- 
tions.** 

Upland farms in what are 
known as the Less Ewonred Ar- 
eas account for more than half 

of the total UK agricultural ai^ 
and employ more than 170,000 
farmers and workers. Two- 
thirds of the UK’s specialise beef 
herd and breeding ewes are 
found in these areas and they 
produce more than a quarter of 
the nation's milk. 

Yet the 1996 Farm Business 
Survey carried out annually 
showed that 42 per cent of cat- 
tie and sheep farms in Less 
Favoured Areas bad net farm 
incomes of less than £10,000. 
This, coupled with harsh work- 
ing conditions and reduced 
market prices in livestock, 
means that hill fanning is no 
longer an attractive proposition 
for many. 

Sir David said: “Fanners in 
the hills and uplands have to 
overcome many disadvantages 
including the weather, soil qual- 
ity and remoteness. This is 
compounded by (he fact that the 
current outlook for farm 
incomes on UK livestock farms 
as a whole is bleaker than it has 
been for years." 

Fanners are now calling on the 
Government to increase the Live- 
stock Compensatory Allowances, 
an additional payment made to 
hfll farmers over and above the 
European funding. 
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More newspapers pledge royal privacy 


^ Paul McCann 
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Media Correspondent 

A new era in relations between 
newspapers and the Royal Fam- 
ily seemed likely yesterday, fol- 
lowing Earl Spencer’s stinging 
attack on the press in his eulo- 
gy at Saturday’s funeral ofDi- 
ana, Princess of Wales. ■ 

The Sun, the Mirror , ihc Dei- 
ty Star f the Daily Mail and local 
newspapers joined The Inde- 
pendent yesterday in making' 
commitments hot to publish 
intrusive or paparazzi pictures 
of the princes william and Har- 


ry. The Express will make the 
same pledge today. 

Andrew Marr, editor of The 
Independent, said the newspa- 
per would never publish pho- 
tographs of the princes in 
situations and would 
lit occasions when it used 
Sties created by 
_ 'Palace. • •• 
Associated Newspapers, 
owners of tht.Daify Mail, the 
Mail onSundqy and ibe Evening 
Standard, promised never to use 
any paparazzi stmts unless au- 
thorised by its proprietor. Lord 
Rothermertt. . 


However, Lord Rothermere 
admitted on the BBC yesterday: 
“If my fellow proprietors don't 
agree with me, 1 don’t know bow 
long I can keep up that in- 
struction." 

.The Express makes the same 
promise today in a leading ar- 
ticle. It says it would only use 
pictures of the princes autho- 
rised by Buckingham Palace 
and wili stop using “snatched" 
photographs of celebrities- 
- The best-selling tabloids, the 
Sun and ihs'Mnrvr whose cir- 
culation war has been blamed 
by some commentators for the 


rise of intrusive celebrity jour- 
nalism, also promised to leave 
the princes alone. 

“The Minor will now work 
swiftly with the Press Com- 
plaints Commission to protect 
these boys from intrusive pa- 
parazzi photography." the pa- 
per’s leader said yesterday. 

The Sun, fra 1 its part, said it 
bad “no intention of carrying 
photographs which invade the 
privacy of Princes William and 
Harry." 

TTie Times has a policy of only 
using “intrusive” photographs if 
there' is a serious public inter- 



Louise Jury 


#mc desire for permanent 
memorials to Diana, Princes of 
Wiles, prompted calls yesterday 
for Heathrow Airport to be re- 
named and for a children's hos- 
pital in her honour to be built 
in place of the Millennium 
Dome. 

As tens of thousands of 
pounds flooded in to the Diana. 
Princess of Wales, Memorial 
Fund, the debate began over 
other appropriate memorials to 
the princess. 

Undsav Hoyle, Labour MP 
for Chorley, wrote to BAA, 
which operates Heathrow, urg- 
ing a name change which would 
echo Paris's Charles de Gaulle 
and New York's John F 
Kennedy airports in honouring 
national heroes. William 
Hague, the Conservative leader, 
backed the idea. 

Tory MP Sir Teddy Taylor 
called for the cancellation of the 
Millennium Dome at Green- 
wich and for an international 


children's hospital lobe built on 
the site instead. He saidhe had 
received hundreds of letters of ■ 
support for the idea. 

A Downing Si spokesman 
said the special committee 
headed by the. Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, which will 
examine memorial ideas, would 
take cross-party soundings on 
all suggestions. “Nothing is 
ruled out and nothing is ruled 
in.” 

Donations poured into the 
memorial fond. Around 350 
mourners an hour have called 
a 24-hour credit card line to 
make pledges, and extra BT vol- 
unteers have been drafted in to 
help. 

The average size of each do- 
nation was £20, making £7,000 
an hour and £ 168,000 -a day. 
These sums supplement thou- 
sands of cheques filling pest 
bags to Kensington. Palace, said 
Kate Day, of Mjsbcon de Rt^a, 
the lawfrnn which acted for me 
princess and which will admin- 
ister the fond. 


About 2,700 cheques have 
been cleared so far. Nearly all 
come from private individuals, 
most of whom have sent be- 
tween £5 and £10. 

..Only two trustees - Antho- 
ny Julius. the princess’s lawyer, 
aqcfMichael Gibb ins, her pri- 
vate secretary- have been ap- 
pointed for the fund so far. No 
decisions fiave beenrnade as to 
whether it wffl be a short-term 
qr jong-term institution, but 
among foe charities likely to 
benefit am those Princess Diana 
was associated' with, at hi*, 
death. X ' 

The fond will be boosted 
tonight by proceeds from the 
game between Hilham football 
dub, whose chairman is Mo- 
hamed al-Fayed, and Plymouth 
Argyle. 

Mr al-Fayed, whose son, 
Dodi died with Princess Diana, 
will make his first public ap- 
pearance since her funeral 
tonight. A lone piper will play 
a lament, which win be followed 
by a minute's silence. 


Richard Branson has dis- 
cussed recording a Christmas al- 
bumin memory of Diana ,with 
performers including Sir Paul 
McCartney, Phil Collins, Eric 
Clapton, Luciano Pavarotti, 
Sting, and Bryan Adams. He 
hopes to indude Elton John’s 
newly recorded version of Can- 
dle In The Wind, which was per- 
formed at the funeral and is 
expected to make millions for 
the fond when it is released in 
the next few days. 

Mr Branson said he also 
hoped to set up annual an- 
niversary concerts. 

As Britain slowly returned to 
normal yesterday, the Union 
-Flag, which was Sown at half- 
mast oyer Buckingham Palace 
following public protests, was fi- 
nally lowered. 

Workers will begin today to 
remove the flowers from Kens- 
ington and Buckingham 
Palaces, keeping the messages 
for the princes and taking sur- 
viving blooms to the ekledy and 
hospitals. - 



recovery from crash injuries 


John Lichfield 

Paris — 

Thrvor Rccs-Joncs. the only 
survivor of the crash which 
killed Diana, Princess of 
could make a full recovery, his 
family said yesterday. 

Mr Rees- Jones, a bod) guard 

employed hy the al-ftyed Tam- 
Bv, suffered severe facial and 
head injuries but these were not 
os serious as early tepM 
nested. In particular, officials 

Pi lie Salpelri£rc hospital last 
week which suggest^ ffiai bis 
tongue was severed and he may 

never talk again. . 

The former paratroopers 

. mother and father, Ml and 
fe Efliie Rees-JoMSt issued a 
■ press sratemeiu in Pans ws- 
jSSy in which they revealed 
tfcutheir wn^ad^l^hom 
operation last Thursday ^orfa- 
•c&reiMnstittrt* 011 ■ 



The couple thanked the med- 
ical team at Ibe hospital and the 

al-Fayed family, which has been . 
paying the bills for their stay in 


Trevor Rees-Jones: Facial 
operation was successful 


“Theoperation vras a succeess 
and he fcassterted on a .long 
road to what we expect will be. 
a foff recovery," they said, “ft wffl 
be some time before he will be 
able to speak to investigators.” 


. A Street or square in Paris - 
possibly dose to the.srte of the 
- crash lt^ Sunday wedt-isince- 

ty to be named after Princess Dh 
ana: . 

A small square, beside the 
exit from the underpass in 
which Princess Diana's car 
crashed, was due to be re- 
named after Maria Cailas this 
week, but this was delayed yes- 
terday by the Mayor of Paris, 
JeanTiberi. The town hall said 
be intended to consult with foe 
fenulies of the crash victims be- 
fore proposing a ate to foe city 
cotmeiL ■ ■ 

- Officials added that foe 
square near foe underpass 
could now be reserved for 
Princess Diana but that this 
would depend on. the views of 


her family. Parisians have al- 
ready turned foe larger square 
above foe tunnel itself - the 
Place de LAima — into an rm- 
p romtu shrine to foe Princess 
and many have called for it 
officially to be given her 
name. 

Police and investigators yes- 
terday refused to say when they 
wouJa release foe results of foe 
third blood -alcohol test con- 
ducted on foe driver of crashed 
car, Henri Paul. 

Earlier tests, which were 
made public within one day, 
suggested that he was driving 
with more than three times the 
permitted level of alcohol in his 
blood. 

Mr Paul’s family asked for a 
further test last week and a 
British expert retained fay foe al- 
loyed family said the earlier 
findings were “unreliable”.. A 
third test was conducted last 
Friday- 


est. The. Daily Telegraph is 
known to believe that the 
tabloids need to re think their 
entire approach to foe Royals, 
but that it is unaffected by foe 
paparazzi debate. 

The new found respect for 
the privacy of the Royals will be 
underlined when the Press 
Complaints Commission's code 
ccmmittee meets this Thursday 
to adapt the code governing 
newspapers' behaviour. 

Lord Wakeham, chairman 
of foe PCX, is touring newspa- 
per offices this week to discuss 
changes before foe meeting. 


On foe agenda are changes 
in foe rules covering foe inter- 
viewing or photographing of the 
children of famous people. At 
present, foe rules simply state 
that children under 16 cannot 
be interviewed without their 
parents’ permission. 

There is also likely to be a 
strengthening of foe commit- 
ments newspapers have to 
make to ensure that any free- 
lance photographers working 
for them also comply with foe 
PCC code on intrusion and 


privacy. 

In direct 


relation to foe two 


princes it is expected that the 
PCC-brokered agreement not 
to photograph them at school 
in return for formally posed 
shots on holiday or at Bal- 
moral will be scrapped to 
give the boys even more priva- 
cy. 

For some, however, foe 
promises were not enough. 
Roger Gale, former Conserva- 
tive vice-chairman of the Na- 
tional Heritage select 
committee, said he had offered 
“one hollow cheer” in response 
to foe undertakings given by 
some newspapers that they will 


not publish intrusive pictures of 
princes William and Harry. 

He said: “lb date, foe press 
have offered as little as posa- 
ble in response to public revul- 
sion at press intrusion. 

“The press had already 
agreed - two years ago- not to 
snatch pictures of Prince 
William at school and this ex- 
tra ‘undertaking' by some news- 
papers will do little to satisfy 
those dial believe that intrusion 
into, particularly, private grief 
and into private life, using mod- 
em technology, must be 
curbed.” 
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Bank expects 
high rate 

of interest in 
open day 


Kim Sengupta 


The auguM Courtroom of the Bank of England 
can he \icwed lor the first time ever by the public 
as part of this > car's Heritage Open Days. 

Visitors will bo given a guided tour of t£e the neo- 
classical room, where the the Bank’s directors 
meet before deciding on economic affairs of stale. 

The Courtroom, designed by Sir Robert Thjior 
in 1774. was moved from its original ground floor 
location to the first lloor during rebuilding work 
between 1925 to 39. 

The room is the traditional place for the Bank's 
cove ruing board to gather before adjourning to an 
adjoining office to rule on matters such as the in- 
terest rates. 

Nearly ItWO buildings, from castles to collages, 
abbeys to chapels, power stations to mills, and' 
theatres to court houses, will open their doors 
with guided tours, exhibitions, talks and boat trips 
during Heritage Open Days *97. 

Opening the event at the Bank in Threadneedle 
Street. Culture. Media, and Sport Secretary Chris 
Smith, said: “ The Bank is participating in the 
event for the first time this year and 1 know that 
people will be fascinated to see behind the doors 
of kev national institution. 

"The event continues to grow in popularity and 
provides an excellent opportunity for people to 
see and appreciate the country's hidden wealth of 
buildings of historic, architectural or cultural in- 
terest." 

The heritage open days started in France in 
1«S5 and in 1991 the Council of Europe launched 
the European Heritage Days. Last year in Britain 
noU.lN.KJ people visited 1.750 properties in London 
and throughout England. 

The event will lake place across England in var- 
ious venues on the weekend of September 13-14, 
apart front the capital when it will be on Septem- 
ber 20-21. 



Treasure grove: Chris Smith launches this year's Heritage Open Days inside the Bank of England, where the Courtroom is to be opened to public vtew for the frst time Photograph. Nicola Kurtz 


Hume will not ran 



Hume: weeks of deliberation 


David McKtttrick 

aid Alan Murdoch 

SDLP leader John Hume 
yesterday ended a month of 
"political speculation by an- 
nouncing that he would not put 
himself forward as next presi- 
dent of the Irish Republic. 

In the statement he said he 
fell it his duty to stay with the 
SDLP in the tads of working for 
"a new and agreed Ireland 
based on a lasting settlement 
and a lasting peace." 


Describing the decision as 
very difficult. Mr Hume said he 
had been given many good rea- 
sons for seeking the presidency 
but that these had been out- 
weighed by “the very serious 
crisis in the north." 

His decision means he will 
lead his party into the political 
talks which re-open m Belfast 
today. It also means that North- 
ern Ireland will not lose a man 
who for almost three decades 
has been a commanding figure 
in its political landscape. 


Yesterday’s announcement 
brought to an end a period of 
uncharacteristic prevarication 
on the part of the SDLP leader, 
who early last month said he 
would take some time to make 
up his mind on the matter. 

The current president, Mary 
Robinson, leaves the post 
shortly to take up a senior po- 
sition with the United Na- 
tions. She said yesterday, 
during a visit to Belfast, that 
long-term sustainable peace 
was within reach “if the risks 
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for peace that people have tak- 
en in their own lives can be re- 
flected in the more difficult set 
of circumstances of a political 
framework." 

Opinion polls and other evi- 
dence in the Republic have 
shown that Mr Hume’s popu- 
larity far outstripped that of 
any of die other potential con- 
tenders to succeed Mrs Robin- 
son. The almost universal feeling 
is that if he wanted the post he 
could have had it. 

Mr Hume has been a pivotal 
figure at the centre of politi- 
cal negotiations since the late 
1960s, in more recent years 
playing a crucial role in the 
peace process which has led to 
two cessations of IRA vio- 
lence. During that period he 
has also amassed a formidable 
stockpile of political capital in 
Dublin, Washington and 
Europe. 

As such, his departure at a 


time when efforts are being 
made to underpin ceasefires 
with new political arrangements 
would have been a major and 
potentiality traumatic moment 
for Irish nationalism. The de- 
cision to stay means the SDLP 
leader, who' was there at the 
eruption of the troubles, will 
face a chance of realising his 
ambition of being present at 
their conclusion. 

Mr Hume’s decision creates 
a crisis for the main Dublin 
Gove rnment party Hanna Fail 
(FF). Former Thoiseach Albert 
Reynolds now becomes the 
front-runner in seeking its 
nomination, but party leaders 
are worried that his tendency 
to speak out on delicate North- 
ern Ireland issues could wrong- 
foot his successor Bertie Ahern 
during the imminent multi- 
party talks. 

Despite his achievements in 
advanring the 1994 IRA and 


Loyalist ceasefires, Mr 
Reynolds* image at home has 
suffered from events sur- 
rounding the collapse of his 
government, his role in allow- 
ing controversial credits for 
beef exports to Saddam Hus- 
sein’s Iraq which may have cost 
taxpayers fiOOm, and his in- 
volvement in a series of legal ac- 
tions agains t the press. 

Mr Reynolds’ insistence an 
ru nnin g, regardless of Mr 
Hume’spossmle aspirations to 
become head of state, may 
have helped discourage the 
SDLP leader by threatening 
an unseemly nomination dog- 
fight before he even got on the 
ballot paper. 

Mr Hume may also have 
been put off by arguments in 
Dublin, notably from Labour 
politicians, that voters would 
feel short-changed if Mr Hume 
was given a free ran by all 
main Dail parties, removing 


the need for an election. 
Though pressed to run by 
deputy premier and Progressive 
Democrat leader Mary Harney, 
Mr Hume was aot invited to 
stand by FF. 

Fine Gael have two declared 
hopefuls, Mary Banotti MEP, 
58. a grand-niece of Michael 
Collins, and former junior min- 
ister Avril Doyle, 48. 

Labour will consider their op- 
tions for supporting either an in- 
ternal candidate or a non-party 
figure at a meeting today. FF 
and Fine Gad will discuss their 
selection at parliamentary party 
meetings next week. Indepen- 
dents and Greens are support- 
ing Joycean scholar and gay 
rights activist David Norris. 

"Singer Dana, backed by a 
small right-wing Christian 
prayer group, is unlikely to se- 
cure the 20 parliamentary or 
four local council endorsements 
required for a nomination. 


Sinn Fein lines up to sign 
pledge on non-violence 


o 


A Sinn Fein delegation is due 
at Stormont in Belfast today to 
sign pledges of non-violence 
which will act as the ticket for 
the republicans' formal entry 
into multi-party talks. 

The signing ceremony, which 
may be boycotted by some 
Unionist parties, means Sinn 
Fein will have fulfilled all the 
conditions laid down by the 
British and Irish governments 
for inclusion in negotiations. 

Much more problematical 
far the governments, because of 
Sinn Ffew’s entry, will be the po- 
sition of the Ulster Unionist par- 
ty. This, the main Protestant 
grouping, has yet to make a for- 
mal decision on whether to en- 
ter the talks proper which begin 
next Monday. 

Protestant opinion seems 
dearly in favour of participation 
in the talks, but party leaders are 
unlikely to agree to meet Sinn 


Protestants yet to make decision on 
attendance, writes David McKittrick 


Fein. The general expectation 
is that the party will go to the 
talks but refuse to sit in the same 
room as Sinn Fein. 

Today the Sinn Fein delega- 
tion is to sign up to the six 
“Mitchell principles" formu- 
lated by the chairman of the 
talks, former US Senator 
George Mitchell. These affirm 
a commitment to the total dis- 
armament of ail paramilitary or- 
ganisations, a renunciation of 
the use of force and agreement 
to abide by the terms of any new 
agreement reached in the ne- 
gotiations. 

Opponents of Sinn Fein have 
seized on the fact that the par- 
ty is plainly not trying to per- 
suade the IRA to decommission 


its weapons, and charge that the 
promise not to resort to force 
is meaningless. The familiar 
Sinn Fein response is that it is 
separate from the IRA and 
speaks only for itself. 

The president of Sinn Fein, 
Gerry Adams, back from an 
American fund-raising lour, 
yesterday added the accusa- 
tion that other parties which bad 
already signed up to the 
Mitchell principles had in effect 
flouted them. 

He said that loyalist groups, 
whose representatives sit in the 
talks, had carried out killings, 
and the RUC and British army 
had used plastic bullets - con- 
tradicting the principles. 

A Sinn Fein delegation which 


yesterday met the minister for 
political development. Paul 
Murphy, complained of what it 
described as lack of movement 
in releasing republican prison- 
ers as well as security force pa- 
trolling and searches. 

■The Government’s pro- 
posed ban on foreign fund- 
raising by political parties could 
prove a significant blow to Sinn 
Fein, Labour MP Harry Barnes 
suggested last night, writes An- 
thony Bevins. 

Mr Barnes, a member of the 
Commons select committee on 
Northern Ireland, reports that 
Sinn Fein have raised £250,000 
of their recent fund-raising vis- 
it to the Stales should concern 
all Bri tish and Irish democrats. 
Donors did not live in the UK. 
or Ireland “and neither suffet^p 
nor enjoy the consquences of 
Sinn Fein's enhanced abilities 
to promote their message." 


Bid to block rail firm’s bonus 
payment after trains cancelled 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

A regional transport authority 
wants to withhold “bonus pay- 
ments" to a private rail company 
which cancelled more than 175 
trains a week last month. 

Mick Lyons, chair of West 
Yorkshire Passenger Transport 
Authority, said that passengers 
on Regional Railways North 
East (RRNE), which runs trains 
between Newcastle, Manchester 
and Liverpool, have beral “faced 

with the worst service they have 
had in the last 10 years. In the 
most recent four-week ac- 
counting period 703 trains have 
been cancelled with a further 47 
part-cancellations," he said. 


The cuts in services have badly 
hit commuter lines around 
Leeds, where the company let 
100 drivers take early redun- 
dancy. The problem is that while 
areas in West Yorkshire have 
been affected, the train operator 
has improved the service on 
other parts of the network. 

This has meant that perfor- 
mance payments exceed the 
penalties for the cuts. For June. 
RRNE is entitled to a bonus of 
£185,000- more than five times 
the £33,000 it faces in financial 
penalties for the cancellations. 

The transport authority meets 
today to endorse the proposal 
pul forward by CUr Lyons. Under 
rail privatisation, the authority 
pays£47ra a year for its local rail 


services, run by bus company 
MTL since March, and also ad- 
ministers performance payouts. 

MTL has suffered from a lack 
of drivers on some routes, ft akn 
blames protracted negotiations 
with Aslef, the drivers’ union, 
overa new wages and conditions 
package. A spokesman for 
MTL declined to comment 

However, rail industry in- 
siders pointed out that the con- 
tract between the passenger 
authority and the private com- 
pany are “legally binding”. “It 
is not up lopoliudnns to decide 
when and if these payments are 
made. The authority just has to 
pay them," said one expert. 

Jonathan Bray, campaigns di- 
rector for rail pressure group 


Save Our Railways, said that the 
cuts were inevitable as the sell- 
off was completed “on the basis 
of cost-reduction". “This was 
bound in the end to be passed 
onto the passenger," he added. 
■ A busy commuter train com- 
pany has bowed to widespread 
criticism mid is reinstating some 
services it had planned to drop 
from its winter timetable. 

Passenger groups had at- 
tacked the original decision by 
Connex South Central to run 70 
fewer trains a day than it has 
operated this summer. 

Yesterday Connex said it 
would now be keeping four of 
the axed trains on when the 
winter timetable starts 
September 28. 
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Mensa 
racks its 

brains over 
who should 
succeed 
Sir Clive 
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An inquest next week into tbe 
mysterious death of the sacked 
executive director of Mensa wiQ 
intensify a bitter power strug- 
gle in the society for people with 
high IQs. 

_ The Independent has ob- 
tained a copy , of an internal 
Mensa report which questions 
the organisation's decision to 
dismiss Harold Gale, who be- 
came deeply depressed and 
died after crashing his car in 
February. 

The inquest follows the re- 
cent decision by Sir Clive Sin- 
clair to step down as Mensa's 
chairman after 15 years. 

The move has prompted a 
dirty battle to succeed him. 
with photographs of one male 
Mensa official wearing women's 
underwear being circulated 
ahead of next month's election. 

Mr Gale was sacked after 19 
years with Mensa over allega- 
tions that he ran a private busi- 
ness from the society’s offices. 
An industrial tribunal last year 
was told that Mr Gale had sept 
die Mensa board in the dark 
over his activities, selling puz- 
zles and a magazine called 
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way the society was run. 

As Mr Ford began probing 
the society’s financ ial affaire, a 
derision was taken to launch 
what has become known as 
"the dawn laid”, when three se- 
nior Mensa officers arrived at 
the society’s headquarters in 
Wolverhampton on 6 February 
1995, suspended Mr Gale and 
another member of staff and 
changed the locks to the offices. 

In May last year, Mr Gale 
took Mensa to an industrial tri- 
bunal in Birmingham. Although 
it ruled that he bad been un- 
fairly dismissed by his employ- 
er, Mensa Administration Ltd, 
he was not awarded compen- 
sation because it was decided 
that he had abused the organ- 
isation's trust. 

But the Ford report, com- 
pleted a month after Mr Gale's 
suspension, cites minutes from 
various meetings of the British 
Mensa committee, which clear- 
ly mention Mr Gale’s business 
activities. 

At a meeting on 28 April 
1984, Mensa director David 
Schulman pointed out that: 
"The £6,000 per annum from 
the publication Mind Games 
was at present going to Mensa 
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The test: An example of a Mensa puzzle. Using * 
one letter change the second letter of each word 
to the left and the right. Two other English words 
must be formed. Place the letter used m the 
empty section. When this has been completed . 
for an the words another word can be read down. 
What is the word? Answer at end of story 


Mind Games. 

But a report, written by 
British Mensa director Brian 
Ford, details minutes from 
Mensa . committee meetings 
which show that senior officials 
were aware of Mr Gale's busi- 
ness activities for more than a 
decade before he was dismissed. 

The report concludes: “It 
must be said that the docu- 
mentation citedabove, and the 
course of subsequent events, do 
not appear to support [the 
board's) claims. It now seems 
these matters were well-known 
to the chairman, the treasurer 
and the secretary for years. No 
action was taken." 

Mr Ford, a scientist based in 
Cambridgeshire who is no 
longer a director but remains a 
Mensa member, said he had 
been asked to investigate after 
repeated innuendo from Men- 
sa members - known to toe 
board ns The hrilanl tendency 
- about irregularities in the 


Administration Ltd. 
en by “He felt that the proceeds 
Brian should go directly to British 
from Mensa Ltd. He also stated that 
:etings it was a good publication and 
(ffidals carried iheMensa name well.” 
s busi- Mr Ford said: “The officers 
than a insisted that Harold Gale’s ex- 
hissed. tra-mural activities were a rev- 
es: “It elation. The company minutes 
docu- suggest otherwise.” 
ind the Mr Ford is now standing in 
nls, do the election for a new chairman, 
l (the seconded by the television pre- 
seems senter Carol Vorderman. 
known . She said: “I thought Harold 
:asurcr was a very nice man and when 
irs. No I was on the committee it was 
general knowledge that he was 
asedin writing these Mensa puzzle 
is no magazines.” • 

nainsa Sir Clive denied that tbe 
ie had board had known the full extent 
c after of Mr Gale's activities. “We 
l Men- reached an agreement, that it 
to the was fine as long as it -was. done 
dcncy" in his spare time. Wfe discovered 
in the that an awful lot of business was 


DAILY POEM 

Lullaby 

By Ramer Maria Rilke • 

(translated by Stephen Cohn) 

If one doe I haw to lose you 
what could bring you skep - uj&ss 
like a lime-tne's restless branches 
I still whisper on above you, 

as 

to canssyour breasts, yourhmbs, 
fall ike eyelids on your mouth. 

Unless / enclose you safely 
with all that you truly own- 

locked Sbalm and siar-anise. 

This week's DaD? f££ 
translation of Rainer Mjg* Gedickte/ New Poems 

an^i reduction by John Bayley.. . . 
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Intelligence community: Carol Vorderman and Sir Clive Sinclair have been caught up in the power struggle at Mensa after the death of Harold Gale, right Photomontage: Mark Hayman 

done in the office's tune,” he of ft. difficult to find employment Shropshire. IQ and high society" - will ject new vigour into Lhe society- 

said. “Thincs would have turned and slmonm into financial dif- Ttoo davs after the inquest, to gather at St Ermin's hotel in “1 have been chairman for 


done in the office's tune,” he 
said. 

He said he had proposed that 
Mr Gale should resign and 
take a consultancy with Mensa 
but that Mr Ford said thatit was 
a trick and bad talked him out 


of it. 

“Things would have turned 
out very, very different I feel 
very, very bitter," said Sir Clive. 

After Mr Gale was sacked at 
the age of 54, friends said be be- 
came a broken man, finding it 


difficult to find employment 
and stippmg into financial dif- 
ficulties. - 

Then on 23 February he died 
after crashing his car. An in- 
quest into the death will take 
place next week in Telford, 


Shropshire. 

Two days after the inquest to 
which some Mensa members 
are expected to be called to give 
evidence, Mensa will hold its 
first charity ball. Guests - de- 
scribed as “a heady mix of high 


IQ and high society" - will 
gather at St Ermin's hotel in 
Westminster for a champagne 
reception, dinner and cabaret. 

Sir Clive, who will retain 
membership of the society, said 
he hoped the election would in- 


some thing like 15 years nowand 
I just think it's long enough. It 
needs new blood.” 
n Answer to puzzle: Rainbow 
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Legal delay 
hits Guerin 

extradition 


John Gilligan: Facing murder charge in Irish Republic 


Jason Bemetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Extradition proceedings against 
an alleged Dublin crime boss 
accused of murdering the Irish 
journalist Veronica Guerin 
opened yesterday, but were 
immediately challenged in 
court. 

The Irish authorities want to 
bring John Gilligan back to 
Dublin and charge him with the 
murder of Ms Guerin, the 
si on and importation of 
and firearms offences. 
Bu the hearing at Behnarsh 
Magistrates' Court in south-east 
London, which was surrounded 
by armed guards throughout, 
was adjourned until two weeks 
tomorrow after a challenge of 
abuse of process by Gflligan’s 
lawyers. 

Ms Guerin, 37, was shot dead 
at the wheel of her car in 
Dublin in June last year. Her 
killing followed a series of 
newspaper articles exposing 
the activities of Dublin gangsters 
and provoked a national outcry 
and a huge police investigation. 

One man, Paul Ward, 32, 


from Cumlin, Dublin, 
already been charged with her 
murder 

Mr Gilligan, 45, of Blan- 
chards Town, Dublin, was in 
Woolwich Crown Court earlier 
yesterday to face charges of drug 
smuggling and possession in 
Britain after being arrested by 
Customs and Excise at 
Heathrow Airport last October. 

But Customs and Excise at- 
tempted to adjourn the case to 
allow extradition proceedings to 
start later in the day at the mag- 
istrates' court because of the 
severity of the allegations in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

As well as the murder offence 
the Irish authorities are also 
seeking Mr GtUigan’s return on 
six charges of possession of 
cannabis with intent to supply* 
five charges of importing 
cannabis and six charges of 
possessing firearms with intent 
to endanger life. The weapons 
included a Sten gun, a silenced 
barrel, one 9mm machine pistol 
and magazine and five Whither 
9mm automatic pistols. 

At Woolwich Crown .Court 
Nigel Peters, for the prosecu- 


tion, told Judge Jeffrey Raci- 
er: “Your honour will see 
char ges include first and fore- 
most murder, the murder of the 
Irish journalist Veronica 
Guerin.” 

He said the trial would not 
proceed on the basis of public 
interest, given the murder 
charge and the spirit of in- 
ternational co-operation. 

Mr Gilligan’s lawyer, Clare 
Montgomery QC objecting to 
the adjournment of the Crown 
Court hearing, demanded the 
judge to order Customs and Ex- 
cise to offer no evidence and 
record not guilty verdicts. She 
said it was unlawful to leave one 
case unfinished before moving 
on to another and called for an 
abuse of process hearing. 

Pan] Riddle, stipendiary 
magistrate at Belmarsh Magis- 
trates’, ruled that a special 
abuse of process hearing would 
take place two weeks tomorrow 
to decide whether it was un- 
lawful to adjourn one set of pro- 
ceedings while going ahead 
with another. 

Mr Gilligan was remanded in 
custody. 



Veronica Guerin: Investigative journalist murdered in Dublin last June 
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If you th in k this is a 
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introductory rate, 

it isn’t. 


Introducing the Bank 
of Scotland Visa Card. If 
you’re one of the 10 
million people who don't 
clear the balance on their 
credit cards each month 
this is a card that could 
save you a lot of money. 

Just take a look at the table 
to see how much lower our APR is 
compared to other major credit 
cards. Unlike many other cards 
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Auditor criticises council 
for £lm unlawful payments 


Christian Wblmar 


A hundred former council of- 
ficials who were given bonuses 
and enhanced pensions on re- 
tirement worth over £lm will 
not be forced to repay them, 
even though the payments have 
been ruled unlawful. 

In a highly critical report 
into the extra payments made 
by the London Borough of 
Redbridge, the district auditor, 
Janet Eflbeck, of Coopers and 
Lybrand, says that the council 
made unlawful payments of 
£1,269,402 as a result of a 
scheme drawn up by its former 
chief executive, Geoff Price, 
who retired in 1993. 

However, the council said 
yesterday that it was not going 
to attempt to recover any of the 


money apart from around 
£230,000 paid to three sonar of- 
ficers - Mr Price; the former 
deputy chief executive. Maurice 
Twey; and the former finance 
director, Stewart Fuller. The 
three had not upheld the nor- 
mal standards expected of pub- 
lic servants, the report says. 

The auditor investigated the 
possibility of Masonic influ- 
ence. While 71 per cent of men 
who left the council on early re- 
tirement between 1989 and 
1994 benefited from the pay- 
ments, only 7 per cent of 
women did so. 

The auditor says the council 
must reclaim money paid to Mr 
Fuller and decide whether to 
take action against Mr Price and 
Mr Tilley. No money has been 
recovered so far. 


Council leader Liz Pearce 
<aiH that following investigation 
“of each individual case”, the 
council had decided the extra 
payments had been accepted in 
good faith and the money would 
not be recovered. 

The revelation comes at a 
time when pension payments 
made by public bodies, in par- 
ticular local authorities, are 
coming under greater scrutiny 
because of the very generous 
terms available under early re- 
tirement schemes in many or- 
ganisations. The large number 
of early retirements has placed 
severe burdens on some local 
authority schemes, heightened 
by the Chancellor's decision in 
the July Budget to remove tax 
breaks for dividends to pension 
funds. An Audit Commission in- 


quiry into the wider issue is due 
to be published in November. 

'Hie Redbridge investigation 
followed an anonymous letter 
to the council suggesting that 
aspects of the “enhanced” pen- 
sion scheme operated by Mr 
Price were unlawful. After the 
investigation by the council was 
launched in early 1994. the ex- 
tra payments - which would 
have cost the council an esti- 
mated total of £2.2m based on 
actuarial assessments of the 
pensioners’ life expectancy - 
were stopped. Had the scheme 
run its course, Mr Price would 
have received an extra £385,000 
and Mr Tilley £595.000. 

The council must decided 
next month whether to institute 
surcharge proceedings against 
the officers concerned. 
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University fees 
not a deterrent 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


The introduction of university 
tuition fees in Australia, under 
a scheme dose to the one 
planned for Britain next year, 
has not deterred students from 
higher education, vice-chan- 
cellors will be told today. 

At a conference on the im- 
pact of fees, sponsored by 77ie 
Independent , Canberra Uni- 
versity's deputy vice-chancellor, 
Meredith Edwards, will reveal 
that charges for teaching have 
not reduced demand for places 
or put off poorer students. 

However, Professor Ed- 
wards will issue a strong warn- 


with a fees scheme once it is 
running. 

The experience of Australia, 
which introduced income-con- 
tingent charges for university 
teaching in 1989, strongly in- 
fluenced the Dealing Commit- 
tee. whose report in Jaly 
recommended the charging of 
fees in British universities. 

The British government 
plans to bring in means tested 
tuition fees from October 1998, 
to be paid after graduation 


when graduates’ income reach- 
es a certain level. 

Graduates will be expected to 
pay around a quarter of the cost 
of a degree course, likely to to- 
tal around £1,000 for each year 
of study. 

Professor Edwards, a mem- 
ber of the committee which rec- 
ommended higher education 
charges in Australia, wfll teD the 
London conference, organised 
by the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals, that 
the Dealing Committee “got it 
largely right”. 

Despite fears in the UK, in- 
cluding concerns expressed by 
backbench Labour MFs that 
fees will reduce access for some 
students, a survey of Australian 
school students found that out 
of 17 factors which might affect 
a decision not to go ro univer- 
sity, charges rated 13th overalL 

However, Professor Edwards 
will warn revising the scheme to 
increase charges, lower the in- 
come threshhold at which grad- 
uates have to begin repayment 
or allow universities to charge 
top-up fees. Such moves, in- 
troduced in Australia, could 
cause uncertainty and poten- 
tially hit enrolments, she wfll say. 
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Coming in 2000: 
the new Mini 


Kate Watson-Smyth 

It was the first of its kind, a tru- 
ly small car that could zip 
around the city streets and park 
in the smallest of spaces. The 
Mini, designed by Sir Alec Is- 
agonis, became a symbol of the 
swinging 60s when London was 
the hip pest city in the world. 

Thirty years later, as the city 
is swinjpuuj again and pundits 
arouno the world are pro- 
claiming it the capital of cool, 
BMW has unveiled the new 
Mini (pictured above), succes- 
sor to the world’s best-sellin g 
small car. Launched on the eve 
of the Frankfort Motor Show, 
the new Mini will be in pro- 


duction in 2000. The car was de- 
signed by Rover Group, Lhe 
British subsidiary of BMW, and 
will be built at its Birmingham 
plant. It will be powered by a 
four cylinder engine being de- 
veloped by BMW andChrysIer. 
Nick Stephenson, design and 
engineering director of Rover, 
said the new model will be 
larger than the original car and 
will be targeted at wealthier con- 
sumers. 

“Designing the new Mini for 
the new century is an awesome 
responsibility,” he said. “We are 
dedicated to producing a car 
that is a worthy replacement for 
an icon of the world’s motor in- 
dustry.” 
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Revealed: secret life of the white whale 


Charles Arthur and 
Nicholas Schoon 

report from the 
British Association's 
Festival of Science 

Polar a nim als, such as bel uga 
whales and elephant seals, have 
amazed scientists with their abil- 
ity to navigate through enormous 

trams of ocean and control their 
metabolism to stay alive. 

The beluga also have a 
strange habit of dining in singl e, 
sex restaurants. Tiny tracking 
devices developed by British sci- 
entists are helping to shed light 
on the extraordinary and hith- 
erto unknown roamings of this 
small, pure white whale. 

Dr Tbny Martin, of the Sea 
Mammal Research Unit at St 
Andrews University, told the 
British Association’s- annual 
festival of Science in Leeds that 
the new technology had trans- 
formed their understanding of 
the fish-eating beluga. 

It was thought to be a coastal, 
shaflow-waterspacfeK. It turm rutt 
that it can travel thousands of 
miles each year, dive to more 
than half a mile in depth and nav- 
igate long distances under ice, 
finding tiny, thinly scattered 
patches of unfrozen water where 
it must surface to breathe. 

With his research partly fund- 
ed by the Canadian g n ve mmpmt, 
Dr Martin is studying a group 
of belugas which migrates each 
year to the Mackenzie Delta on 
Canada's aorth coast, near the 
Alaskan border. There, they 
shed their skin over three 
weeks, scraping it off 00 the bot- 
tom before moving on. 

Dr Martin’s team has at- 
tached tracking devices to 
dozens of the whales. The de- 
vices continuously record the 



depth of the whales. Whenev- 
er the animal surfaces to 
breathe, the device, about the 
same size as a mobile phone, 
rapidly beams its record of time 
and depth up to a satellite in a 
burst of electronic data, simul- 
taneously registering the exact 
location of the whale. 

From such data he has found 
that the whales follow “invisi- 
ble motorways” as they bead to 
sea, all following the same 
track. Mature mates, weighing 
up to two tons, were found to 
head north, seeking out “the 
deepest trench for hundreds of 
miles around”. 

There they dived repeatedly 
to a depth of 500m, spending 
many minutes at the bottom. Dr 
Martin believes they were feed- 
ing on polar cod. “There must 
be fantastic food resources 
there,” he said. 

Only males ever gp to this sin- 
gle-sex restaurant Females and 
the young head for shallower 


Sea birds could 
help set EU 



Tie behaviour of gulls and 
:ms should be used to help set 
European fish quotas, an ccol- 
gy professor argued at the 
hence festival yesterday. . 

Pat Monaghan of Glasgow 
Jniveisity said that all the evi- 
ence shewed that sea birds were 
Ltslly better than fishermen_al 
nding fish. Their movements, 
ucccss in breeding and physical 
ondition could provide valuable 
iformation about the state of 
le stocks. 

“They could be a useful 
proponent of fisheries’ 
janagcmenC she said. “For 
istance, we know hardly any- 
ling about sand eels [a smal l, 
try abundant fish hear the 
ase of the North Sea food 
ebs]. The birds know infinitely 
lore about them than us.” 

Professor Monaghan said 
lal when the sand cels stocks 
il lapsed around Shetland in 
le late 1980s and early 1990s, 
:a bird colonics which were, 
cing studied were severely 
fleeted. 

When fish stocks are low, ob- 
.Tvatkw has shown that the birds 
ave far less free time because 
tey have to spend much longer 
criods fishing. In times of 
lenty, the parent. on fishing 


duty - rather than 
permanently with die egg 
chick - can be seen hanging 
around the nest, resting for long 
periods. ........ 

Some birds will only give 
very local information; arctic 
terns, for instance, do not fish 
much more than two. miles 
from their pests. But others, like 
the kittiwake, travel as far as 25 
miles. “They’re not flying 
around for fun.” said the pro- 
fessbr. “Flying and fishing costs 
them energy. The greater the 
food available, the less far they 
would fly. 

She suggested that radio 

tracking devices, which showed 
how far and where sea twds trav- 
elled and also their body weight 

at the start of the breeding 
season, would give most inform- 
ation about the distribution and 
size of fish stocks. •* 

“We could go into partner- 
ship with the sea. birds to our 
mutual benefit,”sbe said. “The 
birds could tell us more about 
the state of fish populations 
which would hopefully lead to 
better management of them. 
And that in turn would prevent 
the over fishing and stock 
collapses which loll birds and 
put fishermen out of work/ - 



better deal for 
academics 


The Government hinted heavily 
yesterday that it thinks thousands 
rf university staff currently in 
short-term research contracts 
should in future enjoy greater 
benefits and longer tenure. 

The President of the Board of 
Trade. Maigarct Beckett, told the 
festival that the growing number 
nf contract staff had not been 
nell-managol; their potential 
linJ "not blossomed as n should". 

Instead she noted, many such 
workers - whose contracts vary 
iciween two months and a tew 
wars - have given up science 

ll together or moved overseas. 

Dr Tom Whistcm. &um iheSa- 
mcc ftilfcy Rescan* Umiai the 

LJnivcTOiy of Surrey, 
lentay: "The paracubr problem 
hat short-term worker* face is 
hat they haven't got any ■&*** 


gtneers and scientists eve iy year, 
companies frequently complain 
of a shortage of appropriate staff. 

Even for those wbo in the 

business, the contract renewal 
process may also be counter-pro- 
ductive; Dr Whiston’s research 
shows that people are more 
productive (in terms of papers 
published) in the second half of 
their contract than the first, ir- 
respective of the length of con- 
tract That means the settling- in 
period at the start of a contract 

is largely wasted -which implies 

that fewer changes of contract 
would be more beneficial. 

Mis Beckett said that a review 
is now underway to identify “best 
practice” in “managing and de- 
veloping a valuable resource . 
She held up staff management 
costs, maternity benefits ana 
long-term sickness pay as nn- 
• of com 


airenen* » 7/ ” „ 

rcmiRlasfi citizens. He puts 
k number of scicniists on short- 
inn contracts at around 5.000. 

Anecdotal evidence also 


'^d&1S£S3Z poitant dem«iis"of contracts 
archers tcUUiware^^ ^ ^ borne by uni- 

versities, not tire researchers. 

Dr Whiston said, “There are 
some possible benefits to conr 
tiacting; it means you arm t tied 

to one area, as happens with aca- 
demic tenure. ft also encourages 
Strepreneun^But he weed 
that (fisadvantagesinduos^e 

loss of drudal knowledge when 
nebpfcmove out of science, ^ 


ave more stable career strue- 
ires and dearer prornooon 
aths. Though Britmn^uniuer-. 
ties turn out thousands of cn- . 



feeding grounds. He believes tins 
is because t hey cannot dive for 
as long or to the same depth. 

He also found another sort of 
(five, in which the males go as 
deep as 700m, then immediately 


return to the surface instead of 
speeding time looking for food. 
Dr Martin believes they do this 
because it helps them locate air 
boles in the ice many miles 
away, probably using sound. 


“We found that, far from being 
coastal, they have access to the 
entire Artie ocean,” he said. 

As a result, be thinks their 
population may be more than 

twice as hi gh as official retfimaip-c 


of 40000 to 80,000. More than 
^OQDare Jailed far food eacbyear 
by native peoples living in the 
high Arfic. Being small, they are 
not covered by the internation- 
al Whaling Commission’s mora- 


torium on killing great whales. 

Research by Professor Mike 
Fedak. another member of the 
Sea Mammal Research Unit, 
suggests that elephant seals liv- 
ing in the Antarctic appear to 


Arctic explorer Beluga 
whales have been found to 
swim vast iBstanceeand 

to dive to great depths, 

rather than sticking to 
shallow coastal waters, a® 
had been thought 

photograph: Fete 

AlWnson/Pianet Earth 
have some as yet unkn own 

means of communication to 

tell each other where the best 
food sources are. 

“Mothers chimp tbeirpups on 

the shorelme, teawngtteMWim 

about one month's worth of tat 
to live off,” said Prof Fedak. 

“They have to survive or die. In 

feet, about 50 per cent of pups 
die in their first year.” 

But those which survive seem 
to travel, alone, along the same 
routes and converge on the 
same feeding grounds. “They 
can navigate 10 places that they 
haven’t been to before," such 
as tiny islands. Prof Fedak said. 

“There is no evidence yet that 
they make loud calls. But no- 
body knows, down there. 

leading article, page 13 
Commentators, page 15 
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Blair will tell the TUC to modernise 


Barrie Clement 

1«'n\ Blair today becomes the 
lirsj prime minister lor 19 years 
jn address the TUC Congress. 

He doo sti amid demands that 
the (_•’ nemment go much ftirthcr 
i in union rights and after com- 
pl.sinis In 'in one of his ministers 
;,k,ui public expenditure policy. 

LVJcsraies to theeonfcrence 
in Bruihlon unanimously urged 
the icgitlisaiion of secondary 
.iciit'n'jiKl lull protection from 
the iirsi day ««f employment- 


Unions at Congress seeking legalisation of secondary action and greater employment protection 


At a fringe meeting Michael 
Meacher, the environment min- 
ister declared that he was “in 
considerable difficulties" coping 
withthe Tory spending limits ac- 
cepted by the Government and 
said that some areas were “cry- 
ing out” for extra expenditure. 

In a keynote address lo the 
conference. Tony Dubbins. 
President of the TUC. insisted 
that Unions were not “asking 


for anything revolutionary," 
but the Prime Minster will feci 
considerable uncase about the 
demands made yesterday by 
trade unions. 

Mr Blair has registered his 
determination to keep most of 
the employment laws intro- 
duced by the previous govern- 
ment. including its ban on 
supportive strikes by one group 
of workers for another. 


The Prime Minister’s speech 
today is expected to call on 
unions to “modernise" and en- 
hance their members' contri- 
bution to the economy through 
training rather than by relying 
on industrial muscle to improve 
their Jol 

Supporting the motion for 
employment rights from the 
first day of work, John 
Edmonds, General Secretary of 


the GMB general union, said he 
“shivered a little” when he 
heard members of the Labour 
Government using words such 
as "flexibility’ beloved of erst- 
while Conservative ministers. 

He said protection “from the 
first minute of the first day of the 
first week of employment” was 
a hallmark of a ovflced society. 
Labour has abandoned such a 
pledge made by John Smith. 


In hi$ main speech John 
Monks. theTUCs General Sec- 
retary, invoked the name of Di- 
ana, Princess of ^hles. He said 

trade unionists should attempt 
to capture something of the 
public mood generated by her 
death. “I hope that her legacy wffl 
be the flowering of a new com- 
passion and bring people to- 
gether in rejecting rampant, 
uncaring individ ualism, " he said. 


Meanwhile, Mr Meacher said 
that minis ters were having U? 
work with “the tightest spend- 
ing controls in living memory 
and he called the limits a 

“straightjacket”. 

‘He said officials were 
preparing a law which would 
protect “whistle-blowers'’ who 
exposed employers for dam- 
aging the environment. 

He said the Health and 


Safety Executive should be- 
able to draw up a law by the : 
end of the year, but legislation 
was unlikely until November 
1998-99. Those who exposed 
malpractice were putting their 
jobs at risk and should be 
protected from victimisation, 
he said. 

The minister also an- 
nounced the establis hm ent of 
a TUC group on the environ- 
ment to mirror an employers’ 
committee already set up by the 
previous government. 



Wales warned: 
vote Wes’ and 
create more jobs 
for politicians 


Ibny Heath 


Home run: Tony Blair in Edinburgh yesterday as campaigning for the polls on home rule for Scotland and Wales began again in earnest Photograph: Brian Harris 


William Hague, a former Secretary of 
State for Wales, returned to the prin- 
cipality as leader of the Opposition yes- 
terday with a strong attack on proposals 
for an elected assembly. 

As 1 the devolution campaign re- 
sumed with renewed intensity follow- 
ing an eight-day break, he warned 
people that they were being asked to 
buy a second-hand car without look- 
ing under the bonnet. 

“\fote ‘No’ while you’ve got the 
chance,” he urged. There was a great 
danger that an assembly would turn 
Wiles into a semi-detached part of the 
United Kingdom: “It would be a dis- 
aster to set up an additional tier of gov- 
ernment It doesn't need an extra 
roomful of politicians to make Wales 
a success," Mr Hague said. 

He conceded that if^hles votes for 
an assembly next Thursday his party 
would tiy to get in on the act: “If it fa 
‘Yes’ vote] happened, Tbries would 
stand for ejection to any democratic 
body izz the UK,” he told BBC Radio 
Whies. 

Ron Davies, the Secretary of State 
for Whies, unveiled a list of 10 pledges 
said to offer Whies a brighter future. 
Some, such as the promises to cut dass 
sizes and get young people off bene- 
fit and into work echo Labour’s gen- 


eral election pledges. Others, includ- 
ing a commitment to represent both 
Englis h speakers and Welsh speakers 
and to choose the brightest and best 
to stand for election to the 60-strong 
asse mbly firm up the Government's 
promises to make the body inclusive 
and representative of the whole Welsh 
nation. 

“The pledges show how Labour, 
working* m a Welsh assembly, would 
create a brighter future for Whies, with 
more jobs, better schools and a bet- 
ter health service,” Mr Davies said. 

Sir Ray Powell the veteran MP for 
Ogmore, declared that he would be 
voting “No”. “I think it’s a bit much 
to ask us to vote ‘Yes’ for proposals we 
don't know much about,” he said. 

Dentil Davies, MP for Llanelli 
threatened to join the awkward squad, 
to which Llew Smith, the member for 
Blaenau Gwent already subscribes, be- 
cause he alleged that Labour had bro- 
ken an undertaking to make a bonfire 
of Whies’ myriad quangos. 

The Secretary of State countered by 
pointing out Lbe White Paper proposed 
the amalgamation of the economic troi- 


the Development Board for Rural 
Whies and the Land Authority for 
Whies to form an economic power- 
house. The assembly would also have 
the power to {foolish other quangos. 
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Howard says 
Brussels is 
threat to Nato 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Toiy divisions aver Europe were 
reopened last night by Michael 
Howard, the shadow Foreign 
Secretary, with a warning that 
Brussels threatened the nation 
state and the Nato alliance. 

After the election of William 
Hague as Conservative leader, 
some moderate Conservatives 
said he had given them strong 
private assurances that they 
need not fear a further right- 
wing lurch against Europe. 

But last night's speech by Mr 
Howard, to New York's Man- 
hattan Institute, will bear out 
the worst fears of Tory left- 
wingers. who wiQ publicly defy 
the new leadership if it insists 
on pushing such a strongly anti- 
European line. 

Raising the spectre of indi- 
vidual member stales being 
swamped by the federal ambi- 
tions of some European lead- 
ers. Mr Howard said: “The 
nation stale must remain the ba- 
sic building block of the Euro- 
pean Union. 

“People are naturally proud 
of their own countries. Politi- 
cians who ignore that pride 
and sense of identity do so at 
their own peril. To undermine 
institutions and ways of life 
which have developed over 
hundreds of years hi the pursuit 
of a federal Europe would be 
the utmost folly.” 

On numerous occasions, se- 
nior Conservatives like Sir Ed- 
ward Heath and Lord Howe 
have pointed out that the EU 
docs not threaten the integrity 
of the nation state, national 
pride, or traditional ways of life. 

Bur Mr Howard went on 10 
warn: “Europe is not a nation, 
and it is dangerous for the EU 
to aspire to the trappings and 
functions of statehood while 
lacking real nationality." 

“Its people speak 30 Ian- . 
guages and dialects and vote for 
over 100 major parties. Trying 
to build new institutions or 
transferring wide-ranging pow- 
ers from long-standing institu- 
tions to new onus will end. in 
disaster if those new institutions 
do not have the wholehearted 
consent of those they are sup- 


posed to serve.” 

Mr Howard also told his 
American audience that the 
most enthusiastic federalists 
also wanted to undermine the 
pre-eminence of the United 
States in the western alliance. 

He said that if there had been 
a common European foreign 
and security policy during the 
Gulf war, there would have been 
a majority against intervention. 

“As an independent country,” 
Mr Howard said, “the United 
Kingdom was able to send 
ground and air forces to the 
Gulf; as part of a European fed- 
eration. we would have had to 
abide by the agreed policy. 




Howard: ‘Federal Europe 
would be the utmost folly' 

“The same is true of our sup- 
port for other US military ac- 
tions from the Korean War to 
the bombing of Tripoli and 
Benghazi in 1985.” 

Having posed the threat 
however, Mr Howard said that 
he did not want to give the im- 
pression that anti-American- 
ism was “shared by all or even 
most” Europeans. 

“It remains the case that 
most Europeans still see Nato 
as the basis of their defence and 
cherish their links with the 
United States. If we are to pre- 
serve the Atlantic partnership, 
with all its political military and 
cultural benefits, we cannot be 
complacent." 
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West Bank raids pave 



Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 

Muslin ian security men with 
lists of suspects allegedly be- 
longing to militant Islamic or- 
uunisit ions went from house lo 
house in the West Bank yes- 
icrda> making the first wide- 
spread arrests since three 
suicide bombers killed five Is- 
raelis in Jerusalem last week. 

The arrests come as Yasser 
Arafat. the Palestinian leader, 
is expected lo meet Madeleine 


Albright, the US Secretary of 
State, in Jericho on Thursday. 
Th c US and Israel have de- 
manded the mass arrest of sus- 
pected members of Hamas, the 
militant Islamic party, which 

c l a imed the suicide bombings. 

As a fifth person died as a re- 
sult of injuries received in the 
Ben Yehuda street bombing 
last Thursday, Israeli police 
tried to secure other potential 
targets, such as a covered shop- 
ping mall, from another attack 
while Mre Albright is in Israel. 


“Wti know that in essence there 
is an aim of torpedoing this vis- 
iu" said Avigdor Kahalani. the 
Public Security minister. "What 
could happen is the same action 
- the kind of action - as hap- 
pened last week/ 4 
In a message to David Levy, 
the Israeli Foreign Minister. Mr 
Arafat said he would u not tol- 
erate violence and terror, com- 
mitted either by Palestinians or 
Israelis.” At the weekend Mr 
Levy had told the Israeli cabi- 
net that he would not let them 


abandon the Oslo accords, the 
basis for the current attempts to 
fotge a peace settlement. 

Some 35 people were ar- 
rested by Palestinian security 
yesterday, but there are unlikely 
to be the mass arrests of last 
year when 900 suspects were de- 
tained. Ziyad Abu Amr, a Pales- 
tinian legislator and a specialist 
on Hamas, said mass detentions 
without trial “are not feasible. 
Arafat does not want to see an- 
other Algeria in Gaza. People 
ooly swallowed the arrests last 


year because they expected 
benefits from Oslo. [Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin] Netanyahu is 

giving them nothing." 

Hamas is taking advantage of 
the disenchanted and cynical 

mood among Palest inians, says 
Mr Abu Amr. They believe the 
Oslo accords are dead and Mr 
Arafat's Palest inian Authority 
corrupt. He said; “The more Is- 
lamic Palestinians also have a 
genuine fear over the future of 
Jerusalem. It is being JTudaised 
by the day.” 


Mr Abu Amr said there was 
no real evidence that the lead- 
ership of Hamas was divided be- 
tween militants and moderates 

or between those inside the 
country and those abroad. It was 
also probable that Hamas is 
used to wage proxy war against 
Israel by Syria, Iran and others 
“to send a message that there 
are limits to Israeli power”. 

Israel has protested against 
what it says is a “revolving door 
policy” whereby suspects are 
arrested only to be released. 


Human rights organisations say 
that in practice this means in- 
ternment without trial accom- 
panied by torture. 

Israel is also demanding the 
extraditing of Ghazi al-Jabab, 
the Palestinian police chief, ac- 
cusing him of ordering three 
Palestinian policemen to at- 
tack Israeli targets in July, 
though no one was injured. Mr 
Jabansakt “They [Israeli always 
use the theory of lies, lies, and 
lies, until they believe their 
own lies." He denies the charge- 



Ex-convict ups the ante 
for return of art works 

Antiques dealer and former convict William P Youngworth 
111 has raised his demands for help in solving the world’s 
biggest art theft, a $3 00m heist from Boston's Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in 1990. Youngworth, 38, said he 
now wants immunity from a variety of state charges. He 
already had asked for a $5m reward. Youngworth has said 
that he and his friend convicted art thief Myles Connorcan 
arrange for the return of the paintings, which include works 
of Rembrandt. Vermeer. Manet and Degas. AP- Boston 

Court delays crucifixion 

The crucifixion of two men convicted of murder has been 
postponed to allow for the gathering of a wider audience. A 
court in the United Arab Emirates has sentenced both men 
to crucifixion and execution. Maher Fakher Majeed. an 
Emirates national, and Abdul Mahdi Mushlaq, an Iranian, 
Kith 28. were convicted of luring five victims into the 
desert, robbing them and shooting them to death. 

Abu Dhabi - AP 

Far-right mayor sentenced 

A French court gave Catherine M<5gret, the far-right mayor 
of Vitrolles, a three-month suspended prison sentence for 
racist remarks made in a newspaper interview. The court 
rejected a prosecutor's plea that the politician from Jean- 
Marie le Pen's National Front party be declared ineligible 
to he mayor of the southern French town for having incited 
racial hatred in the interview with the German daily 
Berliner Zeitung . She called immigrants “colonialists" and 
espoused racial inequality. Aix-en-Provence - Reuter 

Elephants kill 7 in rampage 

Wild elephants have killed at [east seven people in south- 
eastern Bangladesh and injuring several others over the 
past three days. Witnesses said herds of elephants, 
protected under the country's wildlife preservation act. had 
thundered through villages trampling people, damaging 
crops and pulling down houses and trees. Dhaka - Reuter 

Nigerian jets under fire 

Anti-aircraft guns opened fire on Nigerian jet fighters 
circling Freetown’s port yesterday as Sierra Leone's 
military government sought to counter a shipping blockade. 

Fr eet own, Sierra Leone - AP 



Fifty-year stitch: A man is dwarfed by a giant shirt in Thane, a suburb of Bombay. The shirt, which is 50ft high, was made to mark 50 years of Indian 
independence and cost £2,500 to make Photograph: Reuters 


Meanwhile, ate checkpoint 
near the entrance to Hebron, Is- 
null soldiers bound and severely 
beat a Palestinian yesterday 
and then fired tear gas when 
passers-by attempted to inter- 
vene, witnesses said. According 
to them, Ashraf al-Hdoush, 20. 
was in his car when he was 
Stopped by IS Israeli soldiers. 
One bystander said the- sol- 
diers “beat him until blood 
started gushing out of his head, 
mouth and ears". The Israeli 
army was checking the report. 

Dordogne 
rail crash 
kills 
twelve 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


Twelve people died yesterday 
when a two-car diesel train col- 
lided with an ofl tanker on a lev- 
el crossing in the Dordogne area 
of France. 

The tanker, carrying 30,000 
litres of fuel-oil and diesel, 
burst into flames which rapid- 
ly engulfed the local train from 
Bordeaux to Bergerac and 
spread to a neighbouring house. 
More than 30 people were in- 
jured. some with serious burns. 
It took emergency workers sev- 
eral hours to free some of the 
injured from the wreckage. The 
train driver was among those 
killed. 

Witnesses said the tanker 
was half-way across the un- 
manned crossing when it was 
struck by the train near Sainte- 
Foy-la-Grande on the border of 
the Dordogne and Gironde de- 
partements of south-west 
France. The tanker driver, who 
was seriously injured, told res- 
cuers several times: “1 didn't see 
the barrier." Local people said 
the crossing came just after a 
difficult bend. Passengers who 
escaped injury spoke of panic 
as fire and smoke swept through 
the train’s two carriages. “The 
doors were jammed and we had 
to break the windows to es- 
cape," said one man. 

A preliminary investigation 
by SNCF, the French railways, 
indicated that the level-crossing 
half-barriers and flashing Lights 
were working normally. 
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Ni'ihintt in tins world is tree. At Gateway 2000 
wc \f never been afraid tu show you our prices - or 
our coufieuralious. We're pmud of the components that 
make up our salue -packed systems. Our philosophy. 
More day one. has been to give our customers the right 
combination of pnee. quality, service and technology 
lor the best value in the computer industry. 

Take j close look. Our G5-166M SE comes loaded with 
top-notch features to make it an excellent multimedia 
systrm. And the included high-quality Epson Stylus 300 
Colour printer for only £999 (excluding VAT and 
delivery I takes it to the level - a spectacular all-in-one 
system. Or we'll custom Configure a system for you - 
no problem. Our desktop systems come with a 30-day 
money -back guarantee (shipping costs not refundable! 
plus freephone technical support for as Lone as you 
own sour PC. 

And it s (rom a name you can trust - Gateway 2000. 
With 11 years of direct marketing of PCs under aur 
bolts we really know what it takes to satisfy customers. 
Dnn’l leave your PC buying to just anyone - call 
Gateway 2000 today! 




G5-166M SE 


■ Inldl6fiMHzRailira*l^ 

■ 16MB SDRAM, lev fundable to 256MB ) 

■ 5l2KPtpetme Burst Cache 

■ 33" I.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Milsinu LZX mm/IftX km 120ms CD-ROM Drite 

■ Quantum" 1.6GB 10ms Ultra AIA Hart Drive 
a EINmiq , Wavetable Sound Chip 

■ Altec* Lansing ACS41 7W Speakers 

■ ATI RAGE Ut 3D Graphics Accrientor */ 2MB SGRAM 

■ Epson 11 Stylos 300. 720 dpi Cclonr Printa- 

■ USRoboucs Sportster Winnodem" with *2" Technology (56Khps*l 

■ 13" G)<UJScan ' TCO-92 OJffidp Monitor' 

■ ATX Desktop Case 

■ Microsoft* Windows 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS" Windows «5. MS ItUeUiMouse"' 

■ MS (forks 

■ Cuiea jy Starter Pal Software Boodle 

■ 3 Year Limited Warrants 

£999 (£1231.40 inc. VAT & delivery) 

Drop by the Gateway 3000 Showroom and test oar 
wide range of PCs for yourself! 

10 Bedford Street ■ Co vent Garden • London WC2E 9 HE 
Showroom Hours of Business: 

12.31) pm - 6.30 pm Mondays 
9 JO am - 6.30 pm Tuesday - Friday 
Closed Saturday blh September 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays 


CAllMWliXX) 


'l.-a »v e.v u ir ini J in tiie fcu7/u'<». ’ * 

0800 39 2000 

http://www.gateway 2000 .co.uk 

Gateway 28M • Ooosfcmgb todnarial Estate * Debfm 17 • Irriad 
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Haiti ferry disaster may 
have claimed 500 lives 


Phil Davison 

Miami 


Up to 500 Haitians were feared 
drowned yesterday after an 
overloaded ferry boat sank off 
the Caribbean island nation's 
west coasL 

The US Coastguard in Mia- 
mi, which spends much of its 
time intercepting would-be 
Haitian immigrants trying to 
reach the United States on 
rickety boats, said as many as 
800 people were thought to have 
been crammed aboard the fer- 
ry. The Coastguard, which sent 
a helicopter: Lo aid local rescue 
workers, estimated that at least 
half of those on board had 
drowned. 

A United Nations spokes- 
woman in the Haitian capital, 
Port-au-Prince, said the death 
toll could reach 500, with most 
of the victims trapped in two 
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below-deck floors of the boat. 
UN peace-keeping troops, in- 
cluding two helicopters, were 
helping with the rescue effort 
and treating survivors. 

The ferry was, in fact, a 60ft 
wooden sailing sloop with an 
outboard motor, carrying food 
from the mainland town of 


Montrouis to the island of La 
Gonave to return with vital 
charcoal used for heating and 
cooking by Haiti's six million in- 
habitants. La Gonave residents, 
workers or farmers pack them- 
selves on to such boats along 
with livestock to seek work or 
earn a living in the Western 
hemisphere’s poorest nation. 

“Fbr reasons we don’t yet 
know, the passengers seem to 
have moved to one side of the 
boat and it overturned only 
200 yards out,” the UN spokes- 
woman said. “It had three lev- 
els and those below deck appear 
to have been trapped inside. 
There are few bodies floating. 
The waters off Montrouis are 
extremely deep and we are 
having trouble locating the ves- 
sel." 

The US Coastguard's 
spokesman said 64 bodies had 
been recovered and 60 people 


were known to have swum back 
to shore. 

Owing to overcrowding, fer- 
ry disasters are common off 
Haiti, a French-speaking re- 
public which shares the island 
of Hispaniola with the Spanish- 
languagc Dominican Repub- 
lic. The worst disaster so far was 
in February 1993 when the fer- 
ry Neptune sank about 50 miles 
west of Port-au-Prince with up 
to 1.500 people on board. The 
death toll was put at between 
500 and 700. 

Many of those who survived 
that disaster were found cling- 
ing to bags of charcoal or float- 
ing animal carcasses. 

Yesterday, the ferry had bare- 
ly left Montrouis harbour at 
dawn when it sank. “You could 
hear people yeUing for help," a 
local doctor said. UN officials 
said weather did not appear to 
be a factor. 


Rabbit killer makes Japan’s 
parents fear for children 
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Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


The front page of the evening 
paper carried a specially drawn 
map showing the exact locations 
of the crimes, eleven small 
towns and cities scattered across 
the Japanese heartland. 
Kawachi. 30 May, seven killed 
Shiroi, 28 August 15 killed, with 
a further eight found dead the 
next day, a few mOes away in In- 
zai. Nearly one hundred brutal 
murders at 11 schools around 
Kanto, the broad plain of sub- 
urbs and commuter towns sur- 
rounding Tokyo. 

Screaming headlines are not 
the Japanese newspaper style, 
but in this case the Asa hi 
Evening News made an excep- 
tion. ‘‘Butchered pels strike 
fear in Kanto region." read 
Sunday’s front page: “Pet Rab- 
bits In Peril". 

Japan is famous throughout 
the world as a virtually crime- 
free society but not, it seems, if 


you are a bunny. Since the end 
of May, Srt rabbits and seven 
chickens have been killed in 
nursery and primary schools all 
over Kanto. Some have been set 
upon by dogs, after their cages 
were deliberately broken into: 
others were beaten to death, 
dismembered or disembow- 
elled by what looks suspicious- 
ly like on organised hit squad. 

In most countries, the attacks 
would be considered nasty but 
inconsequential, and at any 
other lime the same might be 
true here. But this has been an 
unusual and upsetting year in 
Japan, and recent events have 
endowed the bunny killings 
with a much deeper and more 
sinister significance. 

The attack at the Motogo Mi- 
nami Elementary School in 
Saitama Prefecture at the end 
of last month was typical: four 
out of the school’s five pet rab- 
bits were found with their 
throats ripped out by dogs, in 
cages which had been prised 


open by a human hand. Un- 
derstandably, the attack caused 
great upset among Lhc school’s 
pupils; their headmaster, 
Shigeru Hagihara. told the 
Asahi that he found them “eeri- 
ly quiet" when he broke the 
news lo them at the beginning 
of the new term last week. 

The local police seem to 
have few dues and, in any case, 
cnielty to animals is not con- 
sidered a particularly serious of- 
fence in Japan, where it can be 
prosecuted only as a crime 
against property. Bui the hor- 
ror engendered by the attacks 
has less to do with what has hap- 
pened, than with fear of what 
might come next “With the 
string of murders and attacks on 
schoolchildren in Kobe," said 
Mr Hagihara, “attacks on small 
ammals strike closer to home 

In May, Japanese public 
opinion was traumatised by the 
murder of Jun Hase, an 1 1-vear- 
old Kobe boy whose severed 
head was found placed the 


pies of his school. The fol- 
lowing month, a 14-year-old 
boy was arrested on suspicion 
of the crime. It appears that the 
boy had killed at least two oth- 
er schoolchildren. Police at- 
tention was drawn to him after 
he boasted of killing cats, wbose 
severed tongues he carried 
around in a jar in his pocket. 

Another notorious serial killer, 
a young man named Tsutomu 
Miyazaki, also tortured to death 
cats and dogs before embarking 
on the murders of four girls. 
Japan has long been vexed by 
worries about its children. The 
Kobe killings have prompted 
still more intense reflection, with 
anxious comparisons to the killing 
of James Bulger, and calk for a 
toughening up of Japan’s juvenfle 
dime laws, it has become im- 
possible to see animal killings as 
just a side aberration; the fear of 
teachers like Mr Hagihara is 
that whoever is killing rabbits to- 
day will tomorrow turn to chil- 
dren. 


'n 




.Mi; 

V, 

•V 

V l 









the INDEPENDENT « TTrP-OnAVQ 199 7 


II 



;'<V 

1 Cl 'as} 
ull s 

*eh* 


hTwijj 


# 


ma; 

ves 



international 


Witness says he saw 
Winnie murder boy 


Mary Braid 

- Johannesburg 


• Winnie Mandela murdered the 

teenage black activist Stompie 
Seipei Moekeisi by stabbing 
him while one of her body- 

• guards held him down, accord- 
ing to a key witness who 
disappeared before testifying at 

- her trial for kidnapping the 
hoy. 

t, Kaiiza Cebekhulu, once a 
close associate of President 
Nelson Mandela’s former wife, 
claims that in 3989 he watched 
her stab Stompie twice after ac- 
cusing him of spying. He claim* 
Jcny Richardson, die captain of 
Mrs Mandela's infamous Man- 
dela United Football team, 
which terrorised Soweto in the 
late 1980s, restrained the boy. 

Mr Richardson was jailed 
for life for Stompie s murder af- 
tera trial in 1991. Mrs Mandela, 
who denied the murder, was 
found, guilty of kidnapping 
Stompie. A six-year jail sentence 
was later commuted to a 
R 15000 (£2.000) fine. 

“Winnie had something 
sharp in her band,” Mr Ce- 
• bekhulu claims in journalist 
Fred Bridgland’s new book, 
Katiza's Journey. Beneath the 
Surface of South Africa ’s Shame. 
“1 cannot say whether it was a 
knife or a pair of scissors ... 1 
saw bow she lifted her arm twice 
and stabbed Stompie twice. 1 
could not see whether she hit 

- him on the neck or on the 
chest.” 

The book also claims that the 
former white South African 
government and the African 



Stompie Moekeisi; Stabbed 
to death in 1991 

National Congress covered up 
Mis Mandela’s involvement to 
prevent it endangering the talk* 
which led to a peaceful transi- 
tion to democracy. 

The book’s allegations, which 
are the subject of a BBC tele- 
vision Inside Story Special 
tonight add to growing pressure 
on die President's former wife 
-who now also uses her maid- 
en name and calls herself Mrs 
Madikizela- Mandela - about a 
case which has in recent months 
come back to haunt her. 

She has been supoenaed to 
appear later this month before 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Co mmissi on to answer ques- 
tions about the activities of her 
bodyguards. The case is ex- 
tremely politically sensitive. 
Mrs Mandela still has huge 
grassroots support despite her 
divorce and currently chairs 
the ANC Women’s' League. 

Mr Cebekhuhi, who surfaced 
in a Zambian jail after disap- 


World silent 
as Mobutu, 
robber baron 
supreme, dies 


Mary' Braid 


The Zairean dictator Mobutu 
Scse Seko. 66, has died in 
Morocco four months after 
fleeing his capital, Kinshasa. His 
death, after yeais fighting can- 
cer, ends his embarrassing at- 
tempts to find a country which 
would provide him with a 
permanent home. 

The death of the despot in 
the leopard-skin hat, who bled 
his country diy during his 32- 
yeaT presidency, was met with 
u resounding political silence. 

The United States, Mobutu’s 
old ally in the Oold Whr, which 
turned a blind eye as be si- 
phoned billions of dollars from 
stale coffers into his own per- 
sonal bank accounts, long ago 
abandoned him. 

France which had the dubi- 
ous distinction of sticking by him 
the longest, was low key m its 
response to his death. Jacques 
Rummelhardt, foreign mmfetry 
spokesman, said that it was for 



Mobutu Sese Seko: Death 
ends search for new home 

historians to judge “the ex- 
cesses of his years m power. 
The French earned the hatred 
of Mobutu’s 40 million pover- 
ty-stricken subjects for contin- 
tiinu to prop up his regunc 
long after it was expedient jmd 
during the lake^rby L^rrenl 
Kabila's rebels, Z^r^vrK^ 1 ' 
cnedur’eutup French people 
in the streets. . . . 

Onlv Kenya s president 

Daniel arap Mur mounted 
Mobutu’s pasRinjLMr Moi was 
one of the last leaders 

to visit Mobutu at CbadoMu hs 
luxurious palaec in 
Zaire from where be finally new 

" B*nta«fcaih Mtfutu’spres- 
cnee continues to be an cm- 

rSW 

moved later. Ranked tortus n». 

where- his father would be 
■huried. That would be up to 


King Hassan of Morocco. In 
recent weeks the Moroccans 
have asked many in Mobutu's 
50«rong entour^B to leave the 
country. 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
the government of Zaire, now 
Tenanted the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, said Mobu- 
tu’s family was welcome to 
bring him home to rest The re- 
public has been trying to seize 
Mobutu’s personal fortune; by 
all accounts so vast it could wipe 
out much of the national debt 
of the country he left bankrupt 

Mobutu always had a brass 
neck about the wholesale loot- 
ing of Zaire. In an interview on 
television in the US be once ad- 
mitted his personal fortune 
could cover his country’s debts, 
but he could not lend his coun- 
try the money because he could 
not be sure he would get it bade. 
It remains to be seen whether 
gaining access to Mobutu’s 
stolen billions will be easier now 

he is dead. 

Mobutu came to power in a 
coup in 1965, five years after 
Belgium pulled out of Africa’s 
second largest country. At first 
he was seen as a strongman who 
could hold together a huge, un- 
stable country comprising hun- 
dreds of tribes and language 
groups. In the Seventies he was 
feted by the US, which used the 
former Zaire as a springboard 
for operations into neighbour- 
ing Angola where Western- 
backed Unita rebels were 
locked in civil war with a 
Cuban- and Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment. Because Mobutu was 
useful in the fight against Com- 
munism the brutality and re- 
pressiveness of hss regime was 
ignored- - 

Optimists yesterday cele- 
brated Mobutu’s death as raark- 

: nf 9 chanv-fiil neriod 



jy. 'me preea ui tyrannical, 
preridents-for-lifc which he rep- 
resented, they say, is dying ouU 
as a new type of leader - per- 
sonified by Uganda’s President 
Yoweri Museveni - emerges. 
The new breed, though not 
vJbstera-style democrats, are 
opposed to corruption and m 
favour of good governance.' 

But while Mobutu'ssuffenng 
has ended it is not certain that 
his country’s has. Mobutu left 
in ruins a nation blessed witn 
sufficient natural resource to 

be among the richest in Africa. 
Laurent Kabila is struggling 
against incredible odds. His 
are rebel alliance is sai d 
’■‘’ns 



Ufeyet » «en whether 
Mobutu’s horrific legacy can be 

overcome. _ , , 

Obituary, page JL6 


pearing from South Africa and 
is currently in London under the 
wing of former MF Emma 
Nicholson, has applied to the 
Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission for amnesty for 
apartheid-era crimes. The 
Commission, charged with ex- 
posing the truth about the 
apartheid era, has the power to 
grant amnesty in return for full 
confessions. 

According to the Johannes- 
burg Mail and Guardian Mr 
Cebekuhi, in his affidavit to the 
Commission, has confessed to 
taking part in another murder 
ordered by Winnie Mandela. He 
claims he drove two men to the 
house of Dr Abu-Bakr Asvat, a 
Soweto GE who is believed to 
have examined Stompie before 
the boy was murdered. 

The two men - Tbulani 
Dlamini and Cyril Mbatba - 
were later convicted of the doc- 
tor’s murder and claim ed rob- 


bery was their motivation. But 
the Mail and Guardian claims 
the men have now alleged from 
prison that Mrs Mandela con- 
tracted them to kill the doctor 
to cover up Stompie’s murder. 
The doctor died four weeks af- 
ter Stompie was found lying in 
a ditch with his throat cut 

The Commission said last 
week that Mrs Mandela would 
be questioned about the doc- 
tor’s dffath Commission officials 
have also said that she will also 
be asked about the disappear- 
ance of other Soweto children. 

Mrs Mandela has claimed 
that die is being persecuted. She 
says she will refuse the Com- 
mission’s offer to give evidence 
in private and appear publicly 
as she has nothing to hide. 

Ms Nicholson wUI meet the 
Commission in Cape Town as 
the book is being launched. She 
has power of attorney over Mr 
Cebekhulu’s affairs. 
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A triumphant Winnie Mandela leaving court ih Johaimesbutg hi March 1991 after being cleaned of nrurdec Now a tey 
who went missing shortly before the trial claims in a new book that he saw her murder Stompie Moetetsi Photograph: AhP 


CinUdn n be ipd H or ora. 
*« {bed) a^f B> baton* 
1% of da an*! aura** (£! , 
Item 


wiifablicdaolflpakigjra 
IHe Bududl Ma» Bide an ndm a CU% Bp 
mamL tnml Dtafln ABaact & L 


c ml be ctoped oa i duly U> m eke mated me t4 1 


md mw i o la m apply m both l^M<aic«ad dwtero daiM T far Bakntt Tfcmfai. Ml dewfle 

i»I2JM9»HdlX 


. . _ nbwr. fam lnudamm r hffa; on ewdmc* made li 15f7, thtr k 1% Maty Had a» padmnm I 


Mr ip~>* PJH ATI inmfairl. 19.7% APR invubkj In exh athua» *Spnul riuumMl Bdw Tnafor K meal 1 MV 
mi l k n moat and tor nckaled m dec wdum tuck. Vahm L« d»i vl lb dnr ef rate aotoUf MKHi >«■ mm "OT 
ftWU* and A abate HinJ&ng durp nf IJ-. lil ncraml pareMr « Cadi Admen. Iw 

to IIXW. 


cioibcltaabcy Aa Hff. bknfber of tbr buafc BjnVm Asunum. A1 wine inahnn mbB « 



Collect pounds, not points, 

with Britain's leading money back credit card 


The new Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives 
you money back on every purchase, every year! 
There’s no other card quite like it in the UJC today! 

There’s no limit on how much money back you 
could earn each year, by using your card for 
everyday purchases. 

It’s simple. Just use your card for all your 
purchases. You’ll find the money back you could 
earn soon adds up. 

You can use your Alliance & Leicester 
Credit Card instead of cash, cheques or other 
cards. Ir all means money back ro you. 

double money back in 1 997 

During 1997 you’ll earn 1% money back on 
every purchase up to £3,000, and 2% money back 
on every purchase- over £3,000+ - with no upper 
limit on how much money back you can earn! 


just look at all the other 
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David Usbome 

New York 

The launch of a Nasu module 
hound for the planet Saturn, 
originally scheduled for early 
next month, may be threat- 
ened following claims that the 
US government is understating 
the risks associated with its 
nuclear power source. 

The anti-nuclear lobby in 
the United Stales is mobilising 
itself to block the Cassini mis- 
sion after hearing claims from 
a former senior Nasa official 
that an unforeseeable mishap 
with the module could shower 
parts of the Earth with ra- 
dioactive debris that could 
threaten millions with cancer. 

Alan Kohn. who was Nasa's 
emergency preparedness di- 
rector for the launchings of 
both the Ulysses craft towards 
the Sun in 1990 and the Galileo 
ship to Jupiter one year earli- 
er. was due to underline his con- 
cerns at a Washington press 
conference yesterday. 

‘If you keep 
launching these 
things, 
eventually 
you’re bound to 
have an accident’ 


The focus of Mr Kuhn's wor- 
ries arc the plutonium batter- 
ies that will power the Cassini 
as it penetrates deep space, far 
away from the rays of the sun 
lhaf might otherwise have been 
its energy source. Altogether, 
the Cassini will bear 721b 
t32kg\ of plutonium in three 
batteries. 

By comparison, the Ulysses 
carried 241b |1 lkgl of plutoni- 
um and the Galileo 4Xlh 1 22kg ). 
Houe\ er. plutonium-based 
power cells have been huilt 
into scores of spacecraft, in- 
cluding satellites and Nasa's 
Apollo rockets. A battery from 


Apollo 13 was lost on re-entry 
to the Earth's atmosphere and 
at present lies at the bottom of 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Nasa is adamant thaL every 
precaution is being taken to 
eliminate possible scenarios 
where a disastrous failure could 
release the plutonium into the 
Earth's atmosphere. The bat- 
teries, for instance, are encased 
in iridium, a metal of extraor- 
dinary density. 

Mr Kohn is not impressed. 
He told the New York Times: 
“Men and machines are fallible. 
If you keep launching these 
things, eventually you're bound 
to have an accident. It's in- 
evitable. 

“Nasa says this whole thing 
is safe. Nobody can make such 
a statement. I've seen too many 
rockets blow up.” 

There are three moments 
during the projected mission 
that fire concern. There is the 
launch itself. That was set for 
6 October, but has since been 
delayed because of a recent ac- 
cident on the launchpad that 
damaged some of the craft's 
protective layer. That incident 
has itself rung alarm bells. 

Thereafter" however, risk of 
radioactive pollution will remain 
during an orbit of Earth by 
Cassini and later, in August 
1999, when it is due once more 
to By close to the Earth's at- 
mosphere. 

Among those backing up Mr 
Kohn is Dr Michio Kaku, a 
physicist at the City University 
of New York. WhUe Nasa has 
put 120 deaths on Earth as the 
worst possible scenario. Dr 
Kaku believes the number of 
deaths through radioactive ex- 
posure following a catastrophe 
could reach more than 200,000. 

Anxious that Mr Kohn’s 
campaign should not ground the 
S3.4bn Cassini mission, the gov- 
ernment is moving to offer 
counter-evidence. “Our safety 
analysis is two-feet thick," a 
spokeswoman for the Energy 
Department told the New York 
Times. "There is absolutely no 
accident sequence that results 
in huge amounts of plutonium 
being" released." 







international - - 

Safety in space: US scientists raise nuclear power alarm as Russian space station hits trouble again 

Fear of 

fall-out 
threatens 
voyage to 
Saturn 



Sacred science! A communicatiofis device, photographed 
at the technology centre at Surrey University 

Technology gets 
a deep blue tint 




‘Emerging class': An iron claw at the British company UK Robotics; an im^*e from Deep Blue Photographs: Peter Fraser 


Peter Fraser’s muse is 
technology writes Kathy 
Marks. He spent three years 
visiting high-tech sites 
around the world, including 
Nasa’s Johnson Space Centre 
In Houston, to photograph 
computers and machines. 

Tomorrow sees the launch 

. of a new book of his work at 

the Stephen Friedman 
Gallery in London, featuring 
11 pictures that are at 
present on show in Cardiff; 
the Latest staging post of a 
travelling exhibition. 

Fraser isolates small 
mechanical sections, such as 
the robotic arm, bom their 
normal context and sets them 
against vividly coloured 


backgrounds in order to 
“invite a clear-minded 
reflection upon the 
technological sublime”, 
according to the gallery. 

Both the book and the 
exhibition are named Deep _*■ 
Blue after the chess computer: 
that defeated the world 
champion Garry Kasparov 
earlier this year. The show is 
to move on to Cambridge and 
Carlisle later this yean 
Fraser describes his 
photographs as “portraits of 
an emerging social dass” 
although humans never 
feature as subjects. Hie once 
said: “The soared is 
everywhere, and resides in 
the most unlik ely places.” 


Capricious computer shuts Mir down 


PHI Reeves . 

Moscow 

There have been many times 
when the astronaut Michael 
Foale has appeared to be living 
in an Arthur CGaifce story, but 
rarely more so than yesterday. 
The Briton and his Russian 
colleagues were compelled to 
shut down most of the Mu- 
space station's systems because 
of what controllers called a 
"capricious" computer. 

“Capricious" is not a word of- 
ten used to describe space tech- 


nology - unless, of course, re- 
ferring to Hal, the megalomaniac 
fictional computer in 2001 ; A 
Space Odyssey. But, then, nor is 
“jinxed", although that is what 
Mir increasingly seems to be. 

The breakdown was the third 
computer failure within three 
months, and is yet another ad- 
dition to the station's litany of 
setbacks. These include a fire, 
a prang with a cargo ship, oxy- 
gen supply problems, and a 
Russian commander - now 
back on earth - who com- 
plained of a heart flutter. 


At Mission Control outside 
Moscow, scientists were yes- 
terday at a loss to say exactly 
why the computer abruptly 
turned itself off, after it declared 
an emergency and blacked out 
“The computer has become 
capricious again,” said Valery 
Lyndra, a Russian spokesman. 
The crew promptly dosed down 
most vital systems - including 
the oxygen supply system and 
gyrodynes that keep Mir aligned 
to the sun - to save power while 
they searched for the fault. 

Although the three cosmo- 


nauts on board are not consid- 
ered by their controllers to be 
in any danger, computer failure 
is among the more serious of the 
1,500 (mostly minor) break- 
downs that Mn has experienced 
during its 1 1 years in space. 

When a crew member un- 
plugged the main computer by 
mistake in July, it sent Mir 
drifting into space for about a 
day while the cosmonauts 
groped around the darkness 
with torches. There were further 
problems last month, when a 
computer section crashed dur- 


ing a redodefog manoeuvre. 
Yesterday Pavel Vinogradov, 
Mxr’s engineer, said that this 
time Mh was maintaming impo- 
sition; power and oxygen re- 
serves were reported adequate. 

Last weekend, Nik’s con- 
trollers had hoped to stem the 
tide of mishaps and bad pub- 
licity by announcing that they 
had found a hole in Spektr, the 
science module damaged when 
a cargo ship crashed into it in 
June. After a space walk that 
lasted nearly six hours. Dr Fbale 
and Anatoly Sovotyov, the sta- 


tion commander. returned with- 
out having found a puncture (al- 
though they managed to realign 
two solar panels). 

Yesterday's events will in- 
evitably contribute to Russia’s 
increasingly defensive posture 
over Mir, as questions contin- 
ue in the United States over 
whether the $472m that Nasa is 
paying Russia for the use of the 
station is money well spent.- Last 
month, Boris Yeltsin, needled 
by western media criticism, in- 
sisted that the laboratory was 
“alive and well”. 
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German growth gives 
boost to single currency 
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Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Germany looks set to fulfil the 
most important Maastricht cri- 
teria for European monetary 
union, thanks to an unexpectedly 
strong surge in its economy. 

The export-led recovery, ex- 
pected to be confirmed by the 
publication tomorrow of the lat- 
est growth statistics, is pushing 
the German public deficit to 
within a whisker of of the 3 per 
cent figure laid down by Maas- 
tricht. The introduction of new 
accounting techniques will also 
shave off a decimal point or two, 
and the government seems con- 
fident that what little flab re- 
mains above the line can be 
massaged away. 

Bonn's perceived failure to 
deliver the magic number has 
been one of the most serious 
destabilising factors m the run- 
up to monetary union in 1999. 
Conversely, a German 3.0 will 
be regarded by financial markets 


and European governments as 
a strong boost to EMU. 

According to leaked esti- 
mates of the latest growth rate, 
the economy has been expand- 
ing twice as fast in the second 
quarter of this year as original- 
ly thought. In the light of these 
figures, analysts have been hur- 
riedly upgrading their forecasts 
for the rest of the year. Instead 
of a 2 per cent growth rate for 
1997, research institutes now ex- 
pect the economy to expand by 
more than 23 per cent. 

That coincides roughly with 
the government's estimate, 
wtaicb until a few months agp had 
seemed wildly optimistic. The 
difference in growth rate is just 
about enough to fill the state’s 
coffers to the level required by 
Maastricht. There will still be a 
budget hole, but it should be 
small enough for a man with the 
creative: genius of the Finance 
Minister, Tbeo WaigeL, to fill. 

The news gets even better 
next year. Helmut Kohl, the 


Chancellor, has told his party 
that the economy will be grow- 
ing by 3 per cent when elections 
are held next September. Much 
depends on this prediction com- 
ing true, but most economists 
agree with his assessment. 

The bad news, truly rotten 
from the electoral point of 
view, is that the voters are un- 
likely to feel the effects of the 
recoveiy. ’Wages are stagnant, 
shops are barely surviving, and 
dole queues are getting no 
shorter. There are 43 milli on 
Germans out of work - about 
11 per cent of the working pop- 
ulation - and very few of them 
expect to find a job in the near 
future. Those who still have a 
job are terrified of losing it. 
Shopping sprees are out 

The recovery Germans read 
about is taking place almost en- 
tirety within the gates of a few 
factories and outside the coun- 
try’s borders. With the once up- 
wardly mobile Deutschmark 
on the slide, German exports 


have rarely been so cheap - in 
Britain and the US. lb domes- 
tic consumers the triumphs of 
Porsche in the US are of little 
relevance, however. The facto- 
ries are not hiring, the con- 
struction sector is bust and 
the public sector is cutting back 

For all these reasons, it is 
hard to find a German econo- 
mist who is w illing to be opti- 
mistic about the country's, 
future. Those prepared to stick 
their nodes out in this gloom are 
invariably found abroad. 

The leading cheerleader is the 
V&H Street investment house JP 
Morgan, which last week broke 
ranks with the establishment by 
predicting that Germany’s re- 
covery will be sustainable. 

The bank commended Ger- 
many for creating a “growth- 
friendly environment'’. Great 
news for the government, 
EMU, and German share-hold- 
ers, in other words, but even this 
up-beat forecast expects no im- 
provement in unemployment. 


Car makers drive up profits 



It’s what you want to know 
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bwre Karacs 

The joyful ringing of tills at German car 
factories heralds the renaissance of an 
industry once thought to be in terminal 
decline. In 1993, all but BMW posted 
massive losses. This year, every German- 
owned car concern is suffering from an 
embanas de richesses. 

Porsche announced yesterday it had 
doubled profits in the financial year which 
has just ended, thanks largely to a 90- per 
cent increase of sales in the United States. 
Vblkswagen-Audi has been increasing its 
market share throughout the world, and is 
ready to pour billions of deutschmarks into 


Asia to take on the Japanese. Mercedes has 
turned a DMlbn (£350m) loss into a 
DM1.5bn profit within three years. It 
needs to biud new plants abroad to keep 
up with demand. The new Mercedes 
A-ciass, due to be launched at the Frank- 
furt motor show later this week, has already 
been ordered by 110,000 customers. 

By the standards of its domestic com- 
petitors, BMW’s progress has been un- 
spectacular: sales up by a quarter in the US 
this year, and last years profit at DMSOOm. 
The company’s indifferent performance, 
however, fa attributed not to the soaring 
costs of German labour but to problems at 
Rover, BMW’s British subsidiary. The 


expensive German workers turn in a 7-per 
«nt profit on turnover, says BMW’s boss, 
Berod Pischetsrieder. At Rover the work- 
ers do long hours, have low wages, yet the 
company is making a loss". 

. Tbe success of the German car industry 
is attributed to massive restructuring car- 
«* skee the early Nineties. Some 
UJU.UU0 workers have been sacked and the 
factories are slow to re-hire even in the 
boom times. Wfcges have been kept low, the 
“jrnover of models has speeded up and flex- 
tble working patterns imposed. However 
TOsmed the rest of the economy might be, 
the car industry demonstrates Germany can 
be reformed. 
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T he annual meeting of the British 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, taking place this 

week, is usually an extraordinary ma- 
ture of serious science and “gee whiz” 
trivialities, of leading-edge results pre- 
I sented by world authorities and obscure 
| presentations by professors who 
emerge blinking like moles only to dis- 
appear again into their labs for ever 
more. The festival’s eclecticism has 
grown. In recent years social 
researchers have leapt on the band- 
wagon. As a consequence We eet 
<4 reports of recent work by economists 
” sociologists; some of it wffl be inter- 

esting but difficult to relate, either m 
ngour, method or significance to zool- 
ogists’ tales of talking seals or the lat- 
est from the Human Genome Project . 

The BA is in short a baggy com- 
pendium and the note of sheer fun it 
often sounds is no bad thing. The 
extensive newspaper coverage.it gen- 
erates reflects public interest, which 
goes beyond fascination with gimmi cks 
and gadgets. It is tempting to conclude . 
that, if this jamboree is any guide, 
British science is in fair shape. 

■ Scientists themselves are unlikely to 
agree. For the BA is also their annual 
opportunity to plead for more money. 
This week we are going to hear again 
about the huge number of “alpha- 
rated” projects which get turned down 
.• by the Particle Physics and Astronomy 
or the Biotechnology and Biological 


Sciences Research Councils. Margaret 
Beckett was invited to the BA yester- 
day not because she is especially inter- 
ested in quarks and charms but because 
she is the scientists’ paymaster. Labour 
showing no inclination to reverse the 
Ihries’ decision to place the research 
councils at the tender mercies of the 
Department of Trade and Industry. If 
past form is any guide, organisations 
such as Save British Science will 
announce doom is around the comer. 
Scientists have a point about the aggre- 
gate amount available for “pure” 
research but they are also in danger of 
scaggerating their case into incredulity. 

There is a case for more money going 
into non-applied science— that is to say, 
the kind of science supported by the 
research councils - but it is one that 
needs to be made with more precision 
than the Royal Society and the British 
Association usually manage. The first 
thing to get over to the public is that 
nationalism is a very bad guide to 
science funding. British science is an 
oxymoron: knowledge advances inter- 
nationally, the peer group of biologists 
and chemists in Cambridge or New- 
castle-upon-Tyne includes Germans, 
Japanese and above all Americans. 
That is not an argument against 
national governments spending sub- 
stantial amounts of public money on 
science. 'What it does say is tha t they 
and the scientists begging for grants 
need to recognise an international 
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diviaon of scientific labour. Particle col- 
liders and human genome projects are 
not the only science that only gets done 
by means of international cooperation. 

It is no tragedy if Britain ceases to 
be represented at the top table in cer- 
tain fields or disciplines. Scientists, it 
is true, do not have access to the kind 
of “free” public money represented by 
the stimulating flows of lottery money 
into the arts. Generally they cannot 

turn fn h tismeas nr the hig rhar f f ie S gnch 

as the Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
except in utilitarian mode, proffering 
research that sooner or later will 
“work”. But the case for public money 
for “blue skies” or theoretical work or 


research that simply advances knowl- 
edge can only convincingly be put if 
they have done ground-work, political 
and opinion forming, in persuading 
public and parliamentarians that the 
large expense of keeping up with the 
leading edge in certain discipines is a 
primary call on resources. 

lb be fair, the Royal Society did take 
the initiative; the resulting Public 
Understanding of Science programme 
has done good things - creating among 
other things some very effective science 
PRs. Science is well served by its cadre 
of specialist correspondents and pop- 
ularises who, generally speaking, cover 
the (simple science, complicated poli- 


tics) Mir space station with as much 
aplomb as chaos theory. Indeed the 
idea that Britain is anti-science is hard 
to take seriously- Specific shortfalls in 
numbers of children coming forward to 
do physics A-level does not mean the 
end of the Enlightenment project as 
Newton knew it 

In that report on Britain’s “brand 
identity”, published yesterday by the 
Demos think-tank, much was rightly 
made of Britain’s heritage of creativ- 
ity, in science as in the arts. It is a tra- 
dition this government should foster, 
probably in excess of the £13bn already 
committed to the science budget. If Sir 
Ron Dealing’s arithmetic is right, exist- 
ing budgets need augmenting to the 
tune of foOOm, a figure which in this 
season of (allegedly) comprehensive 
spending reviews ought not to be 
impossible to find. There is a quid pro 
quo from the science community. It is 
to lighten up and stop pretending that 
failure to fund all good projects 
amounts to intellectual vandalism. The 
fact is that science fun ding wiD have to 
get even more selective. The science 
community has to be prepared more- 
over to engage the public and their 
political representatives in the debate 
over British strengths, and weaknesses. 
If we are good at, say, (expensive) 
Antarctic science should we pretend to 
be as good at oceans or tectonics? 
Scientists find these discriminations 
hard to accept The week of the BA 


may be a bad time to start, showcasing 
as it is does all manner of cognitive 
wares. But at some point soon, if 
scientists are to succeed in their finan- 
cial quest, the engaging and valued 
group who turn up at the BAs annual 
meeting will need to appreciate that 
their business is actually not the 
advancement of science generally, but 
the advancement of science in certain 
spheres where British endeavour and 
expenditure can add usefully to the 
global enterprise of expanding our 
knowledge of the physical universe. 

The limits 
of decorum 

E lton John’s reworking of his and 
Bernie Ikupin’s own song for the 
Princess of Wiles’s funeral service is one 
thing; but the prospect of a tribute 
album of specially composed material 
starts a quiver of unease. Among likely 
contributors to this Richard Branson 
project are Sir Paul McCartney and PM 
Collins. These are decent people, with 
no doubt decent motives of raising 
money for charity. And the album will 

no doubt sell lots, and therefore help the 

Princess’s favoured charities. But there 
is also a necessary point of restraint, and 
the showbiz world needs to be careful 
it does not cross the grey line. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


I Time to think 
| again about 
| the monarchy 

Sir. You feature today (8 
j September) both the need for the 
I monarchy to update itself and the 

j _ need for the UK to present a 
y different image. 

1 . Our first step as the British 

I people should be to wean ourselves 

I off Lhe monarchy, which was an 

' appropriate institution a thousand 
j years ago but makes no real sense 

today. The Royal Family’s first step 
‘ is to recognise Chat it is the lack of 
1 any teal role which is pushing it 

| into becoming the public’s soap 
j opera and which is destroying the 

| FhraHy itself. 

If I were the Queen, I would be 
looking at the wreckage of my 
children's marriages and the fact 
that my eldest son has noiw been cast 
! in the role of demon pantomime 
Kang. I would also be asking myself 
how my grandson can ever nave a 
happy life with the impossible hopes 
being rested on him and the obvious 
comparisons which will be drawn 
between his actions and those ofhifi 
“martyred, saintly" mother. 

If we need a head of state, then 
let us do what Ireland does and 
elect one. This allows the public to 
choose someone they like and 
respect. The person so chosen has 
volunteered and knows that they 
,ionly have to endure the intense 
media interest for a limited period. 
"LESLEY ELLIS 
Alton, Hampshire 

Sin W? demand the impossible 
from the human individuals who 
constitute our Royal Family. We 
ask them to be simultaneously 
paragons of behaviour, taste, 
morals and style, and to be one of 
ourselves, the people. Tty as hard 
as they may, they cannot win. 

I am glad I did not have the _ 
misfortune to be born into British 
royalty. I value my freedom too 
much. 1 can choose to pursue a 
career as a night-club bouncer, a 
university professor, a comedian, 
an engineer or a priest AU that 
stands in my way is lack of will or 
ability. 1 can choose my religion. I 
can cycle solo from Land’s End to 

John O’Groals. stay in youth 

hostels, or camp and back-pack. I 
can choose my friends and compete 
in the world fairly. . 

They cannot: even unfair 
advantage is a lack of freedom. If 
such restrictions were placed on 
... any other group chosen by an 
accident of birth, there would be an 
ou [crv. 

Lei us give them sympathy and a 
break. Let us allow them to gneve 
in private, to make ^^takes _ 
without heing pSloned, to follow 
their own tastes, beliefs ana 
inclinations, to bring^jbe 11 . 
children wilhoutrcpr^o^Ato-e 
all. let us release them from their 
Institutional pra™ b y mowng ti ns 
country towards republicanism. 
BRIAN DENVTR 
London N2l 

Sir Pollv Toynbee, in her article 
“The last chapter of the royal fairy 
mir*’’ 14 September), has 

progress towards a republic. 
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modern parliamentary democracy 
should stiU espouse a hereditary 
bead of state along with the aon- 
elected Lords who are part of the 
historical anachronism. However 
flawed they may be, at least 
politicians can be voted in and out 
ofofSce. 

The new millennium is the 
opportunity for Charles with draw 
the final curtain on kings and 
queens in this country. They are an 
outmoded institution stru g gling 
continually to fold a role for 
themselves that no longer exists. 
Our heritage as a nation need not 
pass with them. 

A ALLEN 
Denbury, Essex 

Sin I recently showed a foreign 
visitor the sights of Britain, and I 
realised how (with pride), I had 
said that a particular building, or 
family or institution was so many 

I hundred years old; and how 

precious to our nation. 

i We wouldn’t dream of turning 

Warwick Castle into a shopping 
mall; how could we consider 
vandalising our national family? 

Our Queen is the successor of all 
those colourful, boring, saintly, 
evil, road or wise monarefas who 
gave interest and colour to our 
history, and whose names we adopt 
to describe our Jacobean, 
Edwardian, Elizabethan or 
Georgian treasures. 

The character of a monarch is 
beside the point; the fact like she is 
the successor of William the 
Conqueror feveiy much the point 
MARJORIE HEMBURY 
Leicester 

Sin A British republiowould.be 
headed by a superannuated 
polit ician and no one else. Our 
politi cians would ensure that 


dismal future. 1 would rather defer 
to the remote Windsors than pity 
lip-service to some retired politico. 
W2LLIAMNIATEY 
London SW5 

Sir: The most fitting memorial to 
die people’s Princess would be a 
republic. 

SUE HARVEY 
London SW12 

Sin Given the appropriate 
moment, when be has reached 
discerning adulthood, in the spirit 
of his compassionate mother - 
Long Live King William V! 

KEVIN BERNTSQN 
Teynhom, Kent 


Media avoiding 
the blame 

Sin The manner in which the media 
have deflected blame from 
themselves to the Windsors is 
appalling. After Earl Spencer’s 
eulogy on Saturday all emphasis 
was placed on his oblique and 
measured comments on the Royal 
Family, which contrasted so sharply 
with bis scathing attacks on the 
media. 

Tm disgusted by the disgraceful 
way In which the media and 
apparently much of the British 
public has turned on the Royal 
Family during one of their darkest 
hours. It’s a very odd ritual to 
crucify the Windsors as some sort 
of sacrifice to commemorate 
Diana’s death. If Britain wants to 
get rid of the monarchy, fine. Just 


don’t open the debate -which 
Increasingly takes on the hysteria of 
a lynch mob -just after the mother 
1 of two of its members has been 
killed in an auto accident The 
1 British public is either at the 
Queen's feet or at her throat 
BILLVIALL 
London, W14 

Sir: In your report “MPs back 
1 Earl’s call to liberate princes” (8 
September) you distort Earl 
1 Spencer’s description of Princess 
Diana being driven “to tearful 
despair” and apply his words as 
criticism of the monarchy; they 
categorically were not, they were 
criticism of the press. The pious 
affirmation that intrusive pictures 
will not appear in your paper 
counts for nothing if you cannot i 

respect words, which can be just as 
31 used as a camera. 

GRAHAM R WILLIAMS 
Biddcrvien, Kent \ 


Flowers, but no 
real compassion 

Sin In the train yesterday (5 
September) were groups of women 
holding bunches of flowers with 
notes of love for Princess Diana. 

A young homeless mao got on 
with his bundle of The Big Issue, the 
magazine of the homeless, and 
went round the carriage dying to 
sell his magazines- The women with 
their bouquets turned him away 
with never a word or asmflle. 

1 thought of Princess Diana and 
of how she woo Id have reached out 


to touch his hand, how she would 
have spoken to him and bow she 
woiild have smfled warmly on him. 
If we have nor learnt from the 
example of her life, then I fear our 
bunches of flowers are empty 
tributes to this wonderful, caring 
lady. 

JEAN S HUMPHREY- GASKIN 
Thornton Heath, Surrey 


A London freed 
from the car 

Sir. My husband had to attend the 
Abbey service. In the light of the 
media predictions about the 
descent of millions into London, 
and worried that the return trip to 
north London might be even worse 
than the morning one, he decided 
to travel on his bike. 

Because of the absence of cars 
and the closure of so many roads, 
he found a London transformed. 
None of these many people who 
wanted to be in London had had 
any problem getting there. We have 
a transport system, particularly a 
bus system, than can accommodate 
crowds and deliver them in time if 
the roads are dear. 

Free from noise and pollution, 

, speed and danger, our capital 
I seemed to be a dignified yet lively 
j city worth spending time in, rather 
than a anoky wen from which to 
escape as fast as possible on a 
1 sunny Saturday. Is it not time to 
make this state of affaire 
permanent? 

JULIET SOLOMON 
London N10 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and indude a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056: 
e-moiblaters@indaendera.coMk. E-maTt correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity We re&ei we are unable to acknowledge unpubBshed letters. 


Poor way to love 
the Princes 

Sin So this is love? The nation 
flocks to mourn Diana and then 
forces her poor boys to appear in 
public- the one thing that would 
have reduced her to tears- and 
then we congratulate ourselves that 
we helped them get through the 
funeral by allowing them to be 
photographed the day before. 

Poor little boys, they are at our 
mercy without their mother to 
shield them, and if that’s not bad 
enough they have their unde 
declare war on their father in front 
Of billions of viewers. 

Let's just get on with our own 
lives and let these boys live theirs. 
CHERRY MOSIESHAR 
Oxford 


Garden for Diana 

Sin A plan could be drawn up for 
a commemorative garden for 
Diana, Princess of Wales, in 
Kensington Gardens adjacent to 
Kensington Palace where 
thousands of mourners' flowers 
have already been placed. Such a 
garden might combine several 
smaller gardens and pavilions 
from aS over the world to be 
representative of the breadth and 
depth of the Princess's 
international appeal. 

A garden is a place of sanctuary 
and renewal. Sudi a garden within 
one of our Royal Parks would be a 
fitting tribute to a princess whose 
compassionate and strong will for 
her own healing and renewal were 
generously shared with those she 
found in most need. 

JOHN SOMERVILLE-LARGE 
London W1 


Britain has seen 
a revolution 

Sin As I walked through Hyde Park 
at 6 JO on the morning of Princess 
Diana's funeral I was reminded of 
an early November morning in 1989 
as I hurried with a BBC film crew to 
watch the first piece being removed 
from the Berlin Vfcfl. 1 couldn’t 
find any rational explanation for my 
feelipg; m fact 1 was ashamed at 
comparing this profoundly sad 
occasion with the excitement of the 
East German revolution. 

Then, as J sat with tens of 
thousands of people in front of the 
TV screens, thunderous applause 
broke out as the Union flag was 
hoisted to half-mast on 
Buckingham Palace. I recalled the 
scene on Wenceslas Square, when, 
in one of the first acts of defiance 
during Czechoslovakia's Velvet 
Revolution, someone climbed up 
onto the National Museum and 
hoisted a flag. 

I am not in any way drawing a 
comparison between the 
oppressive Communist regimes of 
Eastern Europe and the British 
monarchy. But a new ethos was 
vindicated on Saturday - one which 
allows the heart parity with the 
head. It is cruel and unjust to vilify 
those who don’t show their 
emotions as openly as Diana did. I 
was horrified at people baying for 
the Queen or the Princes to ay in 
public. But the cruelty of the Royal 
Family was that they sought to 
impose their values on Diana, the 
silent implication being that 
anyone who didn't maintain a stiff 
upper lip was weak and inferior. 
Diana made it OK for all of us to 
show vulnerability, to feel 
inadequate, to be frightened and 
insecure, to get it wrong- in other 
words, to be a human being. 

Perhaps the events of last week 
wJD go down in history as Britain's 
Revolution of Tfears. 

Ms CHRIS CHARLES WORTH 
London NW5 


Protocol puzzle 

Sin Like many people last week I 
found the symbolism of the 
flagpoles at Buckingham Palace 
and Balmoral bewildering. Even 
now that 2 am aware of the protocol 
that produced these images, the 
intended meaning seems to have 
been lost to the nation. 

Protocol is important because of 
the symbolism, lhe shared values 
and emotions which it can 
represent so well. But when the 
symbolism of the protocol is no 
longer widefy understandable, the 
time has come to change the 
protocol and not to throw out the 
values and feeling underneath. 
KRISTEN PARK 
Dairy-tuple, Ayr 


The true heroine 

Sir. If God exists, he surely 
summoned Mother Teresa so that 
we could contrast her passing with 
that of the Princess of Wales. One 
died surrounded by the poor to 
whom the had devoted her life; the 
other in the company of a drunk 
and a playboy after a night out at 
the Ritz. One left two saris and 
washbowl; the other £20m and a lot 
of work for the Paris police. For 
whom am 1 supposed to died the 
more tears? 

KEITH SHARP 
Umbridge Kent 


In the stars 

Sir. The comet? 

ROY D BOWDEN 
Noriey Cheshire 
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The little grey cells that shape modern economic 
policy have an unsuspected sympathy for the 
orderly world of sci-fi and detective novels. 
Diane Coyle probes the heart of the mystery 


Economics, 
but not as 
we know it 


C ross a hard-boiled private eye pacing 
the mean streets of Los Angeles in 
the 1930s with the inexorable ratio- 
nality of Mr Spock on the deck of the 
Starship Enterprise. Picture a world 
peopled by the joint imaginations of crime writer 
Walter Moseley and cyber-novelist William 
Gibson. This weird hybrid will give you an idea 
of the cultural development of many economists, 
and. worse, of the intellectual context of much 
of economic policy. 

Economics sometimes seems to dominate 
modem politics. The Budget is one of the main 
events in the political calendar. Economists are 
re-engineering the welfare state. We all bow at 
the altar of globalisation, at the whim of the gods 
of the financial markets. 

Vet it is a little-known fact that many of the 
finest minds in the economies profession, those 
who shape the subject and form the next gen- 
eration of policy-makers, are hooked on de tee- 
the novels and science fiction. 

These two genres between them capture the 
two essential aspects of how economists assume 
people behave, and therefore shape the world 
view that in turn underlies important public poli- 
cies. For the towering skyscraper of economic 
theory rests on twin foundations, the assump- 
tion that people act to maximise their economic 


gains, and the assumption that they act logically. 

First of all. people's acu'ons are seen to be fully 
explained by self-interest. The world of eco- 
nomics is an amoral place. What we spend and 
save, whetherwe have a job. where we live, how 
long we stay at school, even who we marry, eco- 
nomics explains it all in terms of personal 
financial gain. It is a natural leap for academics 
whose idea of R and R is reading about the 
money-driven world of crime, whether seeking 
the motive in a country house murder or explor- 
ing the murky deeds of the mafia. 

ft would be hard to invent a more upright, 
Presbyterian sort of figure than James Mirrlees, 


joint winner of last year’s Nobel Prize in eco- 
nomics. Yet asked about his interests, in the bliz- 
zard of questions he had to brave on the day of 
the news, he said, without hesitation, that he 
spent his spare time reading detective novels. 
S ignificant ly, perhaps, he was awarded the prize 
for his work* on explanations of economic behav- 
iour when there is incomplete information. 

Whether it is grainy classics such as the nov- 
els of Raymond Chandler, the country house 
mysteries of Agatha Christie or Margery Ailing- 
ham, or modem authors like Sara Paretsky, the 
conventions of detective fiction bold a special 
charm for economists. For the world portrayed 
in these novels is, contrary to surface appear- 
ances, an extremely orderly one. People's behav- 
iour has explanations - motives. Like homo eco- 
nomics, the characters in crime novels do not 
do anything for no good reason. They act in 
order to further their own interest. The link is 
dearest in the many novels where the culprit 
turns out to be the person with the strong finan- 
cial motive. 

Even more important, die fact that crime nov- 
els always have a resolution affirms the econo- 
mist's attachment to the notion of ‘equilibrium’. 
This notion underpins the subject's theoretical 
foundations. If there is no equilibrium, econo- 
mists cannot predict how economies will behave. 
It is the idea that the separate decisions made 
by individuals add up to a coherent whole, that 
supply and demand vail match. The alternative 
is chaos and unpredictability. 

Similarly, classic crime fiction spurns ran- 
domness. The denouement is equivalent to an 
economic equilibrium. Like economics, crime 
fiction is not so much a mirror of the real world 
as a very stylised representation of it 

The powerful influence of crime on economic 
thought reached its apotheosis with the publi- 
cation a couple of years ago of a textbook on The 
Economics of Organised Crime . The mafia run 
a multinational business which differs from oth- 
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ers - mainly in having a 
higher cost base because so 
many of its activities are 
illegal. The bosses have to 
weigh up the extra costs of 
concealment and the risk of 
imprisonment when makin g 
investment decisions. But it is V. 
fundamentall y no different fro m 
any other cost-benefit decision in the 
eyes of economists, and the theory is no differ- 
ent from that contained in any other economic 
textbook. 7b rub in the fact that to the economic 
min d crime is no different in essence from legal 
activity, one of the chapters is even called: “Rival 
Kleptocrats: The mafia versus the state'. 

This equation finds its fictional expression in 
Michael Dibdin’s novels about inspector Aure- 
lio Zen. After all, the equation might well be a 
fair one in the case of Italy. The series of Zen 
novels traces that country’s political upheaval as 
a result of the exposure of the tentacles of organ- 
ised crime and corruption. 

Science fiction novels share with detective 
novels the context of a self-contained and pro- 
foundly ordered world. The worlds of sd-fi are 
worlds where you can imagine the laws of eco- 
nomics applying- 

For the second key assumption economists 
make about human behaviour is that people are 
fully rational. They assemble all the available 
information, they consider the possibilities, and 
they make the choice that maximises their own 
gain. Mr Spock, the Vfolcan first lieutenant in Star 
Trek (traditional Vulcan greeting: live long and 
prosper), is the ideal economic agent The pro- 
fession assumes that we all think like Vuicans. 

Psychological studies have actually shown that 
economics students are more rational, or coldly 
logical if you like, chan the population at large. 
Confronted with a series of problems, they for 
more often made the rational choice, the one 
that will maximise their financial gain rather 
than, say, making them most popular with their 
fellow students. 

It is not known whether ferociously logical 
people are more likely than others to choose to 
study the subject, or whether absorbing its 
assumptions makes them more like the imagi- 
nary economic agents they study, but those cub 
economists go on to project their own behaviour 
onto everybody else. 

If proof is needed that economists are dif- 
ferent from the rest erf us, consider this descrip- 
tion by an earlier Nobel Laureate, William 
Sharpe, of how he came to choose his special- 
ity. “At many points in my decision tree, fortune 
decreed that I should take the branch on this 
path rather than another. To get here, one must 
have the good luck to draw a great many 
favourable random numbers.” Perhaps the pro- 
fessor was being consciously ironic, but, know- 
ing many economists, I can report that this is how 


they realty think. The voice of Mr Spock rever- 
berates here. 

Indeed, it is a voice that overlaps with that of 
some of the best-known fictional detectives. 
Remember Sherlock Holmes’s injunction that 
when whatever is impossible has been elimi- 
nated, whatever remains, however improbable, 
must be true. Or the impossibly orderly Hercule 
Poirot’s emphasis on his grey cells. One can eas- 
ily imagine the little Belgian detective getting on 
likeahooseon fire with the Vulcan starfleet offi- 
cer. They speak the same language. Characters 
like these represent the ideal of nano econom- 
ics. 

■ « !. ,i. . u.‘ 

H owever, it is from the hippest branch of 
science fiction, cyberpunk, that eco- 
nomics is drawing some of its fresh inspi- 
ration. Danny Quah is a London School of Eco- 
nomics professor who specialises in the 
economic implications of new information tech- 
nologies. He turns to science fiction for creative 
thought about how the fully computerised world 
will look. High on bis course reading lists are 
novels such as William Gibson’s Neuromtmcer, 
Bruce Sterling’s Islands in the Net and Neal 
Stephenson's Snow Crash. 

This is not just a lonely eccentricity. A recent 
special issue of Forbes , the US business maga- 
zine, on the silicon rather than steel based econ- 
omy featured a short story by Stephenson. And 
Wired magazine is fascinated tty what has 
become known as the “new economy”, the post- 
post-indus trial technological potential of coun- 
tries like the US and UK. So is Federal Reserve 
Board chairman Alan Greenspan, a well-known 
follower of the sci-fi writer and ultra-individu- 
alist Ayn Rand, author of The Fountainhead. 

Professor Quah explains that this kind of sci- 
ence fiction takes current trends in technology 
and society and extrapolates them to or even 
beyond their logical conclusion. The cyberpunk 
world is an extreme vision of bow the world's 
advanced economies might look in a few 
decades’ time. It offers clues to researchers try- 
ing to think about future economic trends. 

He is upfront about borrowing ideas from sci- 
ence fiction. Others hide their debt, or are per- 
haps unconscious of it. But many of the vogu- 
ish, dystopian predictions about the prospect in 


a globalised world of social tensions, extremes 
of poverty and wealth, and cultural uniformity 
- the emergence of the “McWorld" feared by 
many academic opponents of globalisation - are 
direct descendants of this genre. Cyberspace rep- 
resents the ultimate in globalisation. 

. For instance, the now-commonplace idea 
that multinationals are more powerful than gov- 
ernments? In fiction the idea dates back a 
decade. In his 1988 novel. Sterling has one cor- 
porate executive overrule a colleague with scru- 
ples about bypassing the rule of international 
law: “A treaty is only a contract. You’re talking 
like my grandmother. It’s our world now ... Why 
workthrough governments anymore? Let’s cut 
out the middleman.” Somebody should tell the 
alarmists that this is still only fiction before they 
start pontificating about the dangerous new tech- 
nology of beaming people up onto space stations 
and down again anywhere else in the world. 

Critics of economics would argue that it is a 
serious matter that the profession whose influ- 
ence dominates public policy is awash with 
■frekkies and people who fantasise about being 
Raymond Chandler's Philip Marlowe. And eco- 
nomics certainty has plenty of enemies who 
accuse it of being out of touch with reality. 

They are wrong, of course. Their typical recre- 
ational reading is a useful source of inspiration 
for economists. I must end with a confession. I 
trained as an economist I devour detective nov- 
els and have been a Star Trek fan since childhood. 

And I would argue that economics has a for more 
solid analytical foundation than any of the 
other social sciences precisely because of those 
weird assumptions about how people behave. 
They are not meant to be slavishly r ealistic, but 
to provide a powerful means of interpreting the 
world and making testable predictions. After afl, 
every discipline draws strength from cultural 
sources, and uses metaphors in its interpretation 
of events. Science and crime fiction are a lot 
more fruitful than gritty social realism. 

The economic model of human behaviour is 
of course obviously incomplete. Any parent, for 
example, could tell you that they value their chil- 
dren car more than the future income they might 
one day derive from them. Still, economics 
achieves surprisingly useful results by visualis- 
ing people as characters in pulp fiction. 
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Little minds can have long memories 


T he oddest thing about 
Mastermind , the 
light-hearted quiz 
programme which has just 

S to the attic to gather 
is also the oddest thing 
about Round Britain Quiz 
and Brain of Britain and A 
Question of Sport and 
University Challenge and all 
the others, and that is that 
the word “memory” is not 
used in any of their titles. 

This is not a new 
observation, but It is one 
worth making now and then 
to remind us that the people 
who appear on these 
programmes are not brains. 
They are not masterminds. 
They are not anything at all 
except people with good 
memories which have been 
force-fed full of facts with a 
single-mindedness which 
would be called cruel if done 
to geese. The titles of the 
programmes suggest that the 
contestants are being given 
some sort of creative 
challenge to actually do 
something imaginative, in a 
mastcr-mindly, brainy sort of 
way, but nothing of the sort 
ever happens. I don't watch 
much daytime television but 
I am dimly aware that there 


are many programmes on 
television m daylight hours 
which ask people to do 
things like rearrange letters 
to make words, and that 
daytime TV audiences do sit 
around at home watching 
people in a studio 
rearranging letters to make 
words. This doesn't say much 
for the richness of life of 
people at home, but I will 
say this for the people in the 
studio; if you are raven the 
letters G- B -E-I-R-V-A-E and 
are asked to rearrange them 
into a proper word (come 
on, readers, you have 30 
seconds starting NOW1) and 
you do succeed in forming a 
word from those letters 
(come on readers, you have 
only 25 seconds lenl), then 
you have made more 
intellectual effort than 
anyone who ever appeared 
on Mastermind , because 
contestants on Mastermind 
were never asked to think 
about anything. Only to 
remember. 

This is odd, in a way, 
because there is something a 
little unBritish about an 
emphasis on memory. 
American crosswords 
depend entirety on general 



Miles 

Kington 

knowledge, as far as I can 
make out. If the answer to an 
American clue is a seven- 
letter name of a river, like 
Potomac, then the due will 
often be “River (7)". The 
same is true of our quick 
crossword-setters, but give a 
name like Potomac to a 
proper setter and he will say, 
“Ah! The first two letters are 
the name of another river! 
And Tnac’ is to do with 
rain ... so the due might be 
‘American river takes Italian 
river to raincoat* ... no, 
that’s not quite right ... Ah, 
‘Potomac’ IS an anagram of 


‘camptoo’, so how about 
‘American river changes 
camp too'? ... No ...And if 
the answer to a due is the 
word “Verbiage” (which is 
the word I was thinking of 
above) then an American 
crossword will give the due 
“Wordiness (8)" but a British 
due will be something a bit 
more tricky like “Barge I've 
changed for hot air (8)**. I 
may be wrong, but I don’t 
think the Americans even 
have the equivalent of our 
penchant for intricate 
crossword dues. Heaven 
knows what they would make 
of a programme like Radio 
4's The News Quiz, which 
sounds as if it Is a quiz about 
the week’s news but is 
anything but, being mainly a 
chance for the panellists to 
make jokes about the news, 
the chairman, each other and 
our leaders. The questions 
are merely the pretext for 
this. But as it would sound a 
bit simple-minded to ask 
questions such as, “What are 
the Scots going to be voting 
for next week?” or, “Why is 
everyone upset in Calcutta?” 
they wreathe the questions 'in 
camouflage. 

For instance, in the edition 


which went out on Friday 29 
August, just before Princess 
Diana died (and which 
therefore contained the kind 
of jokes about her which 
people were making when 
she was alive, and which 
therefore was not repeated 
the following Monday), there 
was this question: “Who was 
barred for saying the same 
again?” It sounds as if it is all 
about drinking. Therefore it 
must be about something 
else, and, as Jeremy Hardy 
spotted, it was about people 
who had been penalised for 
plagiarising other people’s 
poetry. But ypu have to be 
crossword-minded in a 

particularly British way to 
find this sort of thing 
sensible, and I fear we are 
the only country in the world 
which does so. 

A reader writes: WdU, if we 
are all so clever and 
crossword-minded, how do 
you explain the popularity of 
pnb quizzes which arc all 
about memory and nothing 
to do with cleverness? 

Miles Kington writes: I 
was just cnm mg to that. 

Continued some other time, 
probably tomorrow. 
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What happens 


yes and no? 


A fter the West Lothian 
question and the Gazza 
U. A-question, the Gordon 
Brown question: How come 
the Scots are apparently 
delighted to have a Scottish 
chancellor running their tax 
affairs from London when 
they aren’t at all sore they 
want one doing the same thing 
in Edinburgh? 

As referendum day creeps 
ever closer, so do the opinion 
poll 'findings on whether the 
voters want their new parlia- r. 

ment to have. tax-raising pow- ■ * 

ers. About two-thirds of them Ahl 
want the thing established, 
apparently, but one poll at A 
the weekend suggested only A. 110 
around 45 per cent want it to 
be able to change the basic UK 

rate of income tax. 

So, the possibility of a yes- QUf 

no vote on Thursday has ^ 
become a real one. The Gor- WOUl< 
don question must be 
answered. (For those who tJ 

have forgotten^ the West Loth- ~ 
ian question is the one about JSCOt 
how Scottish MPs get to vote _ . 

oh English matters wh'en the Q 0 g] T 

English can’t vote on Scottish 
ones. The Gazza question is CTO\ 

about how an En glishman liv- 0 
ing in Scotland gets a say in the pOI 

referendum while a Scot living ~ 

in England doesn’t.) gyg 

There is still every chance of ' J 
a yes-yes vote, of course - at WOU 
the last count there were still , _ 
more in that camp than any 1 TTW / 
other. But it is time to ask why _ ^ 

support for tax powers seems 3110. II 
to be faltering. _ _ 

The leaders of the Think D0 101 
TVice campaign will tell you t 
that a tax-raising power would llOt IK 

be bad for Scottish business; . 
that it would drive companies "PiSVS 

south of the border. What . 
they are really saying, though, FD 6 

is that these companies would 
be forced to follow the tal- 
ented Scots who would leave . 
in droves rather than pay more 
for a better road system or shorter hospital 
waiting lists. 

A yes-no vote this week would be a sign 
that while the Scottish people have embraced 
the romantic notion of devolution, they have 
not even begun to --come to grips with the 
reality. After all, the tax-raising power on 
offer - 3p either way on the basic rate of 
income tax - is an extremely limited one. If 
it were levied in full, someone earning 
£15.000 per year would pay £17 per month 
extra in tax. Besides, the parliament could put 
taxes down rather than up if it chose to do 
so, and in any case it would probably not do 
anything to them at all before the next gen- 
eral election. Even this, it seems, could 
prove too much for the cautious Soots. 

So, what will they get if they cannot bring 
themselves to risk paying a few pounds more 
each month for better public services? They 
will get a body which, in one crucial respect, 
has Teas power than the local council with 
which Tbny Blair famously compared it- A 
Scottish parliament with no tax-raising pow-. 
ers would have to argue its case with 
Mr Brown if it wanted more money for 
schools. But if Strathclyde Council wanted 
more, it could simply put up the council tax- 

In a further humiliation, the parliament 
would be able to hand down new tax-raising 
powers to local authorities while barred 
from making such charges itself. Thinking 
about a tounst tax? That will be one for the 
Highlands and Islands. Holes in the school 


the commentators 


roofs in downtown Dumfries? 
How about a local rainproof- 
ing tax? 

The taxless Scottish parlia- 
ment would stiH have a num- 
ber of significant powers, of 
- course. It would have control 
of the health service, schools, 
housing, the environment, 
sport and agriculture. It would 
be responsible for both civil 
and criminal justice, and it 
would control economic 
development along with finan- 
Fran cial support to business and 

_ , industry. But it would not 

- Abrams have any control over its own 
purse-strings. The parlia- 

A 1 mentis main job would be to 

HO vote OH receive a sum of money from 
j-i j Westminster each year and to 

Uie L3.X decide how to distribute it. If 

. » more money was needed for 

question housing, hospitals might have 

n to suffer. If tougher anti-crime 

would mean laws were on the agenda, 

j ■» , money for new prisons might 

mat have to come from the edu- 

Scotland’s „f these 

j n restrictions would be that the 

CleSLre IQT a MSPs, or Members of the 

Scottish Parliament, would be 
grown-up left with a perfect scapegoat 

■! «, . 1 when their electors com- 

pOlItlCal plained. Perfect, of course, 

_ , because it is all too familiar : 

, system blame the English. If there ; 

1 , isn’t enough in the pot, it will 

WOUlQ De be Westminster’s fault. In fact, 

n , , j it wfli be Gordon Brown’s 

thwarted, fault So the answer to the 

u Gordon question, in short is 

aild It WOUld that the Scots won’t be so 

t 1 a, ... keen on a London chancellor 

be lett With. ' when they realise his ded- 
# , » 1 sions are binding their hands, 

not HIV laultj One yes-yes campaigner 
1 j said yesterday that a no vote 

piaVgrOUnd on the tax question would 
, . leave behind it nothing more 

rhetGnC than a talking shop - and a 
■ talking shop with a £40m start- 
up price tag to boot But it 
vrouid be worse than that It 
would quickly become a little 
nest of resentment against the Treasury, 
with Labour figures joining their opposition 
colleagues in condemning government spend- 
ing dedsfons. This could only mean that Scot- 
land's desire for a grown-up political system 
-would be thwarted. Instead, it would be left 
with the “not my fault” playground rhetoric 
that has characterised it for so many years. 

In response, the English wouM probably won- 
der aloud why their taxes continue to pay for 
public spending north of the border at 14 per 
cent above the UK average. 

Once the deed is done and the parliament 
is up and running, there is no way bade. If its 
limitations lead people to see it as impotent 
and resentful, there will be only one way to 
put things right: to go on towards greater 
independence. That, of course, could mean 
a belated decision to go for tax-raising pow- 
ers, or it could mean something more. On the 
other hand, it could mean hobbling on indef- 
initely with neither real power nor real 
respect. 

AU these arguments come to nothing, 
though, when compared with the central 
question that Scotland will answer on Thurs- 
day. Do the Scots really believe they can run 
their own affairs? All this boils down to is a 
simple issue of democracy. For years, people 
north of the border have been complaining 
of taxation without proper representation. 
Surely cow the time has come for them to 
accept that they cannot have real represen- 
tation without the possibility of taxation. 
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One of the photographs shown fast week En Perpignan, Ranee, at an event celebrating 10 years of 'Independent’ photQfoumalBm 


Brian Hards 


Pictures worth taking 


N o snatch pictures 
of celebrities can 
be seen at the ninth 
Festival of Photo- 
journalism being 
held at Perpignan in south-west 
France, which ends on Sunday. 
This is a meeting place for true 
believers in photojournalism, 
for practitioners who situate 
themselves on the line that 
. began with Fenton's pictures of 
the Crimean war and runs 
through Cartier-Bresson to Don 
McCullin (who has an exhibition 
opening at the Barbican in Lon- 
don this week) and onwards. The 
young photographers who tour 
die care tables in Perpignan 
looking for picture editors to 
whom they can show their work 
have been shooting in slums 
rather than in Mayfair, in Kabul 
rather than Paris; they have 
been taking pictures of tanks, not 
of chauffeur-driven limoushres. 

The qualities they need are 
the polar opposites of the skills 
of the paparazzi The first of 
these* is empathy with the 
subject-matter, whethcT it be as 
a Russian war photographer, 
Pavel Kasan, describes the vio- 
tims of conflict in Russia’s rebel- 
lious border territories - “tow 
tragic was their submission and 
how docilely their accepted their 
fate” - or the soldiers - “cm 
either side I saw the faces of des- 
perate men, realty to (fie, with no 
regrets". “Neither group”, he 
added in his introduction to his 
exhibition, “could extricate 
itself 1 . 

But the most remarkable 
product of empathy at Perpignan 
is a set of pictures taken by a 12 - 
year-old, Heloise Bher, of her 
twin sister, Moqane, who suffers 
from muscular dystrophy. A pro- 
fessional photographer had 
come to do a story on Morgane 
and was persuaded to leave his 
camera behind with Heloise. 
Her photographs are preco- 
cious good, pardy because they 
are taken with love. Contrast this 
with the paparazzi Perhaps it is 
too strong to.say that they bate 
theix subjects, but whatever the 


by Andreas Whittam Smith 


relationship is between the 
hunter and the hunted, there is 
no empathy in it. 

The second quality on display 
at Perpignan is courage. The 
reporters and photographers - 
and TV camera operators- who 
cover the news from the world’s 
trouble spots need to be more 
brave, in some ways, than the 
police, soldiers or rebels whom 
they tod there. Their sole pro- 
tection will be a flak jacket. 
They will probably have needed 
the say-«o of the government to 
reach the point of conflict, yet 
they mustn’t be seen as stooges. 


glaiy.lt requires disguise, decep- 
tion, secrecy, the bribery of 
people with access to or knowl- 
edge of tte celebrity m question. 

I do not want to argue that the 
only good photojournalism is 
pictures of war, poverty, cruelty, 
squalor. As well as the searing 
sense of outrage that often pro- 
pels photographers into this kind 
of work, there is a gentler desire 
simply to express a point of 
view. Andreas Feininger, who 
was a Life photographer in the 
1940s and 1950s, had a dear 
objective: to use his camera to 
explain what made America 


upheaval Many of his pictures 
succeed but one in particular is 
in my mind as 1 write. It shows 
a man crossing a street, with 
flood water up to his shoulders, 
smiling cheerfully, canying a 
battered sewing machine, still 
dry, to safety. 

ft is not so much the paparazzi 
that threaten this sort of photo- 
journalism, guilt by association, 
but a wider phenomenon of the 
late 20 th century: dumbing 
down. The growing appetite of 
newspapers and magazines for 
lifestyle features arid celebrity 
coverage leaves less room for 


embracing couple. In an 
unworldly way, the protesters 

seem to be saying to the bailiffs, 
Krm g nn a moment wfaOe WC klSS, 

then well complete our protest, 
then you can remove us. Please 
do things in the right orderl 
For phcHojoumalisis the issue 
is not whether a angle, snatched 
picture could be wcrfh£ 100 , 000 , 

but whether they can earn any 
sort of living. The money avail- 
able for their work has declined 
Perhaps the demand for 


The qualities photqjournalists need - 
empathy, courage, trust - are the polar 
opposite of the skills of the paparazzi 


When injured they have no back- 
up forces to rescue them. These 
are not the ridss run by paparazzi 
as they sit behind their cameras, 
waiting at a safe distance for 
their victims to walk cm to the 
deck of a boat, or on to a bead) 
or cm to the tarmac of an airport 
from which private flights take 
off and land. 

Then there is a third quality, 
or skill, required of good photo- 
journalists. They will often have 
to cam the trust of the people 
they are photographing, Andrew 
Lichte ns tein, whose interesting 
set of pictures taken inside 
America's prisons is on show in 
Ftepignan, says that M I had to be 
the hiwted guest of the warden. 
But I never wanted to be per- 
ceived by the prisoners them- 
selves as working for the prison 
administra tion Being honestly 
interested in the lives of the pris- 
oners required a lot more diplo- 
macy than photography.” How 
different are the skills needed by 
paparazzi. Their trade is bur- 


impressive to people seeing it for 
the first time. Anybody who has 
been to the US surely remera- 
berehK or her first glimpse of the 
New Wbdd. As I flew across the 
Atlantic in my late 20s, I fever- 
ishly tried to imagine what New 
York would be like. In the air- 
port I quickly came across a typ- 
ical newspaper stand and then a 
food counter; ah, I thought, 
somewhat prematurely, this is 
really America, this is what it 
looks like. In his picture of the 
crowds in Fifth Avenue on a 
bright morning 50 years ago 
Feininger miraculously captured 
the f reshness and exhilaration nf 
one's first images of New York. 

Steve McCuny’s recent pic- 
tures of India have a similar sort 
of aim. He wants to stow a land 
where death and ageing are nei- 
ther feared nor resisted, but 
expected; where cataclysm is 
not something you only read 
about or see on TV, but is so 
dose, it is almost welcomed, 
whether it be monsoon or civil 


photographs that do more than 
merely ’illustrate an accompany- 
ing article, but which are strong 
enough on their own to com- 
municate or to mteipret events. 
There was a good example of 
■ this power in Brian Harris’s pic- 
ture on this page. It was origi- 
nally published in The Indepen- 
dent to show bailiffs removing 
protesters from a bouse that was 
due to be demolished to make 
way for a motorway extension. 
The photograph is surreal, with 
its juxtaposition of the grim 
agents of the state and the 


fer a setback, a “temporary cor- 
rection” in the language of stock 
markets. But proper photojour- 
nalism, asl choose to call it, finds 
itself in a long bear marten 
Quite a lot of the work on show 
in Perpignan, the best there is, 
will never be published. Even the 
set of pictures which won the top < 
competition of the year, the| 
World Press Photo award, wenlj 
unseen for many months -J 
though the subject-matter ti 
injuries caused by land-mines 
photographed in Angola dose u 
where Princess Diana went t| 
see the horrors for herself 
Yet even in the best time 
photojournalism finds itself j 
the edge. Newspapers and maj 
azines are inevitably dominati 
by writers and they do not tea 
fly admit the power of picturv*. 
They believe too easily that TV 
does the best pictures, noti 
understanding that a “stflT pic- 
ture has a special quality, Lhe 
moment frozen in time, which 
can have an eloquence of its 
own. Photojournalism is to jour- 
nalism as poetry is to literature, 
a noble form, yet neglected. 
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Sorry, but there is no simple truth 


S ince it seems to be open 
season in blaming the 
media, and as editors up 
and dawn the land arc wearing 
sackcloth and 3she&, maybe I 
should make my own modest 
admission. Let me therefore 
sav here: the media’s coverage 
of science is gently misleading 
, you, dear reader. We are not 
giving you the whole picture. 
' Even our blankei coverage, of 
this week’s British Association 
for the Advancement of Sa- 

ence.ai Leeds University; wffl 

omit important aspects ot uie 
science on show. 

Bui surely science eovera ge 

is one of the few areas in afl the 

media where <■““ •« fS 

where one can be sure that bos 
will not intrude? Not so. One 
of (he mosr cogent sou^s 
(hat will to heard ths wwk, 
and any other week, is of sci- 
ence journalists 
ciuists to uy 10 gel toemto say 
“Wb know that — *** 

S5HSS-*S5 

son. who institute 

■SKJMggS 

hgi ygace was to five u yo 

- ll» countryside, 

<u the diy’ 



Charles 

Arthur 

The media 
comforts the 
public with 
the suggestion 
that science 
proceeds in 
a realm 
of facts and 
certainty. 
Scientists 
know that 
it just ain’t so 


It seems like a simple 
question that modem science 
should be perfectly equipped to 
determine. We can measure 
ground ozone levels. Wfe know 

what sorts of thing? trigger 
asthma. So what did the pro- 
fessor reply? 

He adjusted bis spectacles 
and said, “There’s no simple 
answer.” He explained that 
ground-level ozone (which can 
trigger asthma) is actually 
higher in the countryside, 
because the nitrogen oxides 
emitted by car exhausts destroy 
ozone near the point of emis- 
sion (the city) but help to gen- 
erate it further away (the coun- 
tryside). But other aspects of 
city living may make it haz- 
ardous far asthma sufferers too. 

“In fact, the Department of 
Health is very cautious about 
whether to tell people to stay 

indocas on days with high ozone 
levels,” Professor Harrison 
explained “Should asthmatics 
stay inside, where there might 
be house mites which could 

cause an attack?” Trying to turn 

complex ideas like that into 
comprehensible, instru ctive 
soundbites for non-scientists 
leaves experienced journalists 
feeling as if they have spent an 
afternoon wresting welCsoaped 

eels. It is not at all like dealing 
with politicians, who purposely 

use language to obscure them 
motives and aims, but not 
'm yp ffi pijshme nts. Nor docs it 
resemble the treasure hunt of 
Investigative journalism, the 


pursuit of facts and events that 
someone has purposely kepi 
hidden. Rather, it is a world 
where the city of scientific proof 
merges into a hinterland sign- 
posted “Eurty certain", whose 
border is marked “Don’t know”. 

Professor Frank dose, of the 
Daresbuiy Laboratory in 
Oxfordshire, and one of the 
most articulate particle physi- 
cists in the country, describes 
the moment in 1967 when he 
found himself at that border. 
“The first day I started as a 
research student my professor 
said to me, ‘Before today, every- 
thing in the textbooks was def- 
inite and known. After today, 
you’ll never feel as happy with 
the work and the resuhsyon get 
You will always feel it’s not as 
true as the work of Pythagoras 
and Archimedes. ”* 

But what now feels strangest. 
Professor Close comments, is 
that “things that I have experi- 
enced over the years as uncer- 
tain results, to be confirmed, 
students today nowread as def- 
inite in their textbooks.” The 
process of science has turned 
the unknown into foe indefinite; 
and then into the definite -the 
known. 

That is what you tend not to 
hear about: the process by 
which the uncertain becomes 
the understood. If yon like, ft is 
abjag y ffttna mjs undg rdandfng, 
since people can so easOy lake 
saentmc dispute to mean that 
the whole edifice of science is 
flawed- Derek Roberts, the out- 


going president of the Associa- 
tion, said Iasi week: T don’t 
think we want to portray 
debates in science. It could 
undermine public confidence in 
science.” You will not find any 
sessions about scientific uncer- 
tainty at the BA this week; you 
have to recognise it in the way 
that answers are hedged with 
“evidence suggests” and “we’re 
thirty certain that”. 

Yet with all that science can 
offer- from subatomic particles 
to the Big Bang - it stu2 seems 
perplexing that first, we must 
represent it as offering certain- 
ties that it actually does not pro- 
vide; and that wilh so much 
proven science, many people 
prefer “parasdence” such as 
astrology, crystal healing or 
claims of alien abductions. 

“People are looking for cer- 
tainly,” Professor Harrison 
noted. “But the press has a lot 
to answer for, especially at the 
lower end by peddling as near- 
certainties things that are actu- 
ally very uncertain." Hie trou- 
ble is, humans love it. Our 
hi ghl y developed ability to rea- 
son - discerning cause and 
effect - means we will seek it 
even when it is not there. Super- 
stitions emanate from that 
ancient need to control what we 
cannot understand. It is so 
deep-rooted that scientists 
spend years learning the pro- 
cedures drawn up over cen- 
turies that wifi erase that falla- 
cious seeking for certainty. 

But what about the non- 


science, the “pseudoscience” 
and “parascdence“ that so many 


people are moving towards 
amid the pre-mill ennial ten- 
sion? Personally I find it hard to 
believe that anyone bothers 
wife horoscopes; now, surely the 
events of the past week have 
shown that they are utterly use- 
less for forecasting the future. 
Equally, I was certain enough 
before fast week of the absurdity 
of the “Bible Code”, which 
claims that when analysed by 
mathematical techniques, the 
original Hebrew version of the 
Bible predicts all the signific an t 
events of the 20th century. The 
fact that the Daily Mail had to 
delay by a week the publication 
of extracts from this absurd 
trash, because of a sadty unpre- 
dicted accident, should put the 
wrap on it 

But I know that it won't. 
People wiD stfll want to believe 
in the unbelievable. Frank dose 
recognises it, and sounds indul- 
gent when he considers the feet. 

“You know, J sometimes 
wonder what would happen it 
for example, science actually 
proved that there was some- , 
thing like, say, ESP. You know, ' 
experiments that said how 
strong it was, when it worked 
and when it didn’t, so we knew 
it afl. You know what? AD those 
people who believed in it when 
it wasn't science wouldn’t then 
shift their belief over to the sci- 
ence of ESP. They’d move onto 
something else that science 
hadn’t got to yet” 
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survived another night in the open. 


Beni and Bonney - too tiny puppies, were found shivering and 
terrified in a ditch on a freezing December night. Pitifully thin 
and covered in weeping sores, ir seemed they had never known 
love and care. 

The Blue Cross gave them che first kindness they had known, 
as well as urgently-needed veterinary care. After several weeks 
with us, the pups made a full recovery. 

To treat, feed and care for the pupa cost around £150. 
The Blue Cross relies entirely on your generosity to continue its 
life-saving work. Your monthly gift of £2 or more 
could help save more riny lives. 


FREE l'>k;c Crus* Illustrated 

three limes .t \uitr. when you 
pledge to help ihc animals 


I animals tike Beni and Bonney by nuking a gift to The Blue Cnws. 

| Name jMr.’MivMkti 

| Ailji y 


| ■ — Pnsirmle — * 

• Send ca The Blue Cross, Freepost, * 

* Room 8JOC, Shilton Road, X rue .mt I 

| Burfwd, Oion OX18 4BR. THE BLUE CROSS . 
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Mobutu Sese Seko 


Mobutu Sese Seko. President of 
Zaire for 32 years, was black 
Africa's longest reigning head 
of nalc. Tall, imposing, never 
without his trademark Icopard- 
skin hat and cane, he was the 
supreme example of a para- 
mount chief. He embodied the 
state hut was far removed from 
the economic disasters and po- 
litical upheavals of his long-time 
sycophantic, eventually angiy 
subjects. 

An unwavering advocate of 
personal advantage at the ex- 
pense of the masses, his arro- 
gance and excessive greed 
expressed the worst of Africa. 
Yet it was these signature traits 
which ensured not only his own 
curvhal. but that of Zaire. His 
politically astute and manipu- 
lative personality dominated 
the 200 different ethnic groups 
who live in this slab of jungle 
and savannah the size of West- 
ern Europe. Throughout most 
of his regime his rule, an exer- 
cise in political cynicism, was 
propped up by the United 
States. France and Belgium. 

Mobutu's chief tool for raain- 
tatnins supremacy over this 
Conradian heart of darkness 
was money. He embezzled the 
country's coffers to the point 
where his unverified fortune 
was thought to be upwards of 
£d.3hn. "roughly equivalent 
to the national debt. Zaire's 
large reserves of copper, cobalt 
anti diamonds should have 
made it one of the most pros- 
perous African countries. In- 
stead. because he regarded 
the nation's minerals as his 
personal property, it is ranked 
next to Haiti in terms of human 
deprivation. 

Joscph-Desire Mobutu grew 
up poor, the son of a cook for 
a colonial magistrate. His moth- 
er worked as a hotel maid. He 
was expelled from the mission- 
ary school he attended for dis- 
ciplinary problems and in 1949 
was conscripted into the Force 
Publique. the colonial Con- 
golese army. As blacks could 
noi become officers, he only 
achieved the rank of sergeant- 
major. working as a derk in the 
accounts department It was a 
grounding which was to serve 
him well in later years. 

At 25 he left the army to vis- 
it Belgium and. back in Kin- 
shasa. become editor of 
L 'Avenir and then Actualites 
Africaines , the radical paper 
launched by the pro-Sovict 
Patrice Lumumba. 


R H. Newby was one of those 
rare writers (like C.P. Snow, 
Wallace Stevens and Roy 
Fuller) who managed to com- 
bine a demanding life as an ad- 
ministrator with a prolific 
output of creative work, and 
who. like them, rigorously kept 
apart the two strands. 

Over 511 years, beginning in 
1 945. he published 20 novels, a 
Kx*K of short stories, two short 
fictions for children, critical 
work (ineluding his British 
Council pamphlet The NcnvL 
1445-50, and much reviewing of 
fiction for the Listener in the late 
I ‘Mils), and three books on 
Middle and Near Eastern his- 
tory. Some of the novels were 
very highly praised. Something 
io .-InwiT For winning the first 
U»mker Prize in l%9. 

For almost 30 years, 144*1-78. 
he was employed by the BBC. 
beginning ;is a talks producer, 
going on lo become .ujucuvuvcly 
Controller of the Third Pro- 
gramme and Radio Three. Di- 
rector of Programmes ( Radio), 
and finally Managing Director. 
BBC Radio. He once said that 
he devoted nine-tenths of his 
energy to the BBC. hut made 
sure that he got away Irvin Lon- 
don to his home in Garsington, 
Oxfordshire, as soon as that 
work was over, giving his 
evenings and weekends to his 
own writing. 

Percy Howard Newby was 
born in lots in Crowborough. 
Sussex: he was amused to recall 
that the nursing home in which 
he was born had once been Co- 
nan Dnyle's house. His father 
was a h:iker. He went to Han- 
ley Castle Grammar School. 
Worcester, and would liked to 
have gone on lo university: but 
tas he put it of his character 
Oliver Knight, in A Step to 
Silence ). 

Once h was plain that he lacked ihe 
few himdnil pounds neeessaiv to put 
him even Urn nidi ,i jnmirunjl uni- 
X'NIj then ii seemed quite natural 
tor him to apply fur admission lo a 
Iraimuc cnlleec which charged no 
more than jLHl’a year lor both i union 


DEATHS 

IIRL'RY: Jamie, suddenly on 5 Sep- 
tember in Cvpniv, aged ?4. Much 
kned bv family and friends and wide- 
ly respected by colleagues world- 
wide. I'uncral details Mill to be 
orranecd. .-Ml donations to RSPU. 
Saudi. Bedfordshire. 

WALKER: Louis Charles Yisun. at 
home an .1 September 1W. Beloved 
husband af Bca. father of Simon. 
Stephen. Catherine and Surnssa. 
crandf Jihcr of Jeremy. Guta, Ruben, 
Daniel Judah and Louts Funeral Sa- 
vice at Si Michael's Church. Hiphgaic. 
01 3pm Ml Thundav II September, 
fid owed In- interment at Htglreaie 
Cemetery. 


Thanks to his impeccable 
networking, at the age of 29 he 
w as appointed army chief of 
rtaff by Lumumba, who was 
mad* Prime Minister at inde- 
pendence from Belgium in 
I960. Five years of anarchy 
and bloodshed ensued during 
which Lumumba was mur- 
dered. Mobutu survived un- 
scathed having shrewdly judged 
that the Americans were inter- 
ested in Zaires copper and 
cobalt and were therefore worth 
cultivating. 

The relationship was ce- 
mented in 1965 when he seized 
power in a CIA-backed coup. 
The CIA station-chief in Kin- 
shasa, Lawrence Devlin, be- 
came his confidant and entrCe 
to Washington. From Richard 
Nixon through to Ronald Rea- 
gan, Mobutu was welcomed in 


the White House as a special 
friend. 

He prospered at the helm of 
a one-party stale as a result of 
global power play. Despite his 
scandalous disregard for fiscal 
probity, he was doggedly court- 
ed by the West, particularly 
the US. During the Cold War. 
the Americans saw Zaire as a 
bulwark against the spread of 
Communism through Africa. In 
return for keeping his country's 
strategic minerals beyond the 
grasp of the Soviets and pro- 
viding a conduit for American 
weapons supplied to the Unita 
rebels in Angola, his pilfering 
ways were, for the most part, in- 
dulged. For a short period the 
country moved forward thanks 
to $2bn in foreign investment in 
mining and industry. 

Mobutu soon established a 
one-party style of rule that 
could be likened to snakes and 
ladders. Government leaders 
were often arrested and tor- 
tured. but almost always stayed 
on the board. The convention- 
al wisdom was that there were 
only SO Zairians of note. Of 
these. 20 were ministers. 20 am- 
bassadors, 20 in exile and 20 in 
jail. Yet, although he received 
occasional raps on the knuck- 
les from Amnesty Internation- 
al. he eschewed the sickening 
cruelty of his fellow dictators IdU 
Amin and Jean-Bedel Bokassa. 

At the beginning of the 
1970s, he launched Mobutisme . 
which was a thin disguise for a 
personality cult of stunning 
egocentricity. He gave ethnic 
names to the geography of 
Zaire and ordered Zaireans to 
follow suit under punishment of 


a jail term if they failed to do 
so. Joseph-Desird set the ex- 
ample by aggrandising his own 
name to Mobutu Scse Seko 
Koko Ngbendu wa za Banga, 
“the all-powerful warrior who, 
because of endurance and an in- 
flexible will to win, will go from 
conquest to conquest leaving 
fire in his wake". He collected 
other titles such as “The Mes- 
siah" and “The Redeemer” and 
was referred to as “He" - with 
a capital letter - in government 
communications. He banned 
Western dress in favour of the 
abacost (a bos le costume), a 
Mao-style derivation of the pin- 
stripe. to symbolise the break 
with colo realism- A public ser- 
vice announcement preceding 
the evening television news 
broadcast depicted him de- 
scending godlike from the 
clouds. 

In 1973 he confiscated Eu- 
ropean concerns without com- 
pensation and Lhe economy 
began to crumble as the copper 
bonanza soured and prices 
tumbled to a third or their 
peak value. In 1976 he invited 
the foreigners back but few 
accepted. 

His continuing role as point- 
man for Western interests in 
Africa proved useful in 1977 and 
again the following year. Rebel 
invasions into the copper min- 
ing province of Shaba which left 
thousands dead, including over 
a hundred Europeans, were 
quelled with the assistance of 
the US, France. Belgium and 
Morocco. 

During the first invasion, 
Mobutu despatched a contin- 
gent of pygmies to the front, but 
they proved useless as they 
could not see through the tall 
elephant grass to snoot their 
poisoned arrows. His gift for 
showmanship came to Lhe fore 
after the second invasion when 
he personally piloted the foreign 
press to the front in an airforce 
C-130. He posed for pho- 
tographs but made sure he was 
never pictured next to the mas- 
sacred European civilians who 
lay piled feet deep in the noto- 
rious House of Death. Pre- 
senting the failed rebellions as 
a further example of Soviet ex- 
pansionism, Mobutu then man- 
aged to secure nearly half the 
US aid budget for black Africa. 

At this point Zaire’s total col- 
lapse was only stayed by foreign 
troops and American bankers, 
who injudiciously continued to 
lend in die bope they would 



Newby: *a tine writer who has never had the attention he deserves' 


and residence. It was little enough but 
nil he cuuld at ford. 

Newby went lo St Paul's Col- 
lege. Cheltenham. After a brief 
period schoolteaching, he was 
called up into the RAMC. 
served with the BEP in France, 
193M-40. and was then sent to 
Egypt, where he was a corpo- 
ral stretcher-bearer with the 
Eighth Army until just before 
El Alamcin. 

Nineteen fortv-two was a 
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turning-point m Newby’s life. 
He was seconded by the Army 
to be a lecturer in English lit- 
erature at Fuad 1st University, 
and remained there uadi 1946. 
His experience of Egypt was 
crucial to him, and he drew on 
that experience intermittently 
for the rest of his life. 

It made, he said, “a deter- 
minate impression”: living in 
Cairo was like living in a human 
laboratoiy. in which there were 


Birthdays 

Mr Richard Adams, former chief ex- 
ecutive. P&O. 76: Miss Pauline 
Baynes, designer and book illustra- 
tor. ?5: Sir Tom Came, life president, 
Co«ic Group. 75; Professor John 
Daiis. Wfrrdea. AD Saids College, Ox- 
lurd. 59: Sir John Gan an. salesman. 
-Vx Mr Robin Hyman- publisher. 66; 
Sir John Love ridge, former MP. 72; 
Sir Anthony May, High Court judge, 
57: The Rev Professor Norman Pbr- 
UMus. theological scholar. 99; Mi Cliff 
Robertson, actor. 72; Mr James 
Sahhen-CIare. Headmaster of Win- 
chester College. 56; Mr Richard 


eventually see their money 
back. Mobutu reluctantly 
agreed to a series of corrective 
fiscal measures which included 
giving Erwin Blumenthal, a re- 
tired West German banker, ef- 
fective control of the central 
h ankin g system. In 1979 Blu- 
menthal concluded his stormy 
one-year tenure with the ob- 
servation that, unless Mobutu 
ceased to use the central bank 
as his personal account, there 
was no hope for the country. 

Mobutu's tin ceasing quest 
to correct the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance of an impoverished 
childhood eclipsed any devel- 
opment. Malnutrition beset 40 
per cent of the population, and 
at times inflation ran at 71,000 
per cent He presided over a 
kJeptocracy. expecting others to 
live by his ethic erf grab what you 
can where you can. 

His conspicuous consump- 
tion was unparalleled evenby 
an African yardstick. He owned 
a cfadteau in Belgium, houses in 
Brussels, Venice, Paris and 
Abidjan, a Spanish castle, a lux- 
ury yacht, a Portuguese ranch 
and Swiss chalet and the Villa 
del Mare on the Cfite d’Azur 
which had a cellar created to 
store 2^00 vintage wines. 

But his true home was a 
Versailles- like palace where he 
became a virtual recluse in his 
later years. It was sited in or- 
namental gardens overlooking 
a northern bend of the Zaire 
River in his native village of 
Gbadolite. There was a casino 
complex and a chapel com- 
memorated to his mother 
where a choir trained by a Bel- 
gian Jesuit sang Gregorian 
chant 

The nine children by his two 
wives were ferried to school in 
helicopters, taking off from a 
runway that was large enough 
to accommodate the wide-bod- 
ied jets he appropriated from 
the national airiine to go abroad 
on shopping sprees. On vaca- 
tions in Europe and the US with 
an entourage of up to a hun- 
dred, he could spend at the rate 
of a million dollars a week. 

It was in the marbled halts of 
Gbadolite that he held court 
in baroque splendour - gold 
cutlery, Limoges china and, of 
course, his favourite Thittinger 
champagne - making sure that 
dignitaries such as foe former 
UN Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros Ghaii were kept 
waiting for hours. 

After the Ml of the Berlin 


Wall the Americans counselled 
early retirement, but their ad- 
vice went unheeded. Instead, be 
gave a token nod to the wave of 
multi-party democracy sweep- 
ing the continent, allowing over 
100 parties to form but making 
it clear their existence should 
not challenge his power. 

In 1996, while he was 
undergoing treatment for 
prostate cancer in Switzerland, 
the holocaust in neighbouring 
Rwanda spilled over into 
Zaire’s eastern Kivu Province. 
Out of this emerged an old en- 
emy of 30 years’ standing , an 
ethnic TUtsi called Laurent Ka- 
bila, whose rebels moved into 
an administrative vacuum to 
seize a large swathe of territo- 
ry. Apparently abandooed by bis 
old Western allies, Mobutu 
used his chequebook to sign on 
white and black mercenaries. 

When he returned to Kin- 
shasa in December of that year, 
he was welcomed home by a 

thanl^l.OOo! It was a measure 
of the man's majesty that, al- 
though he was so obviously the 
engineer of foe decay and ruin 
around him, they greeted him 
as their saviour. 

Mobutu fled before Kabila’s 
tattered army in May this year, 
first from Kinshasa (the day be- 
fore Kabila's Alliance of De- 
mocratic Forces marched in) 
and then from his Gbadolite 
palace. Separated from the na- 
tion he embodied, his authori- 
ty evaporated and he was 
shunned by foe rest of the 
world, including France. After 
much negotiation. King Hassan 
of Morocco gave Mobutu and 
his 50-strong entourage asy- 
lum on compassionate grounds. 
The health of the ailing former 
dictator deteriorated rapidly 
and he was a dmi tted to a mili- 
tary hospital in Rabat on 1 July. 

V&ingporious even in exile and 
sickness, Mobutu Sese Seko 
foiled to live up to his boast that 
he would never be a former 
president, only a late one, even 
though he was ultimately felled 
by disease rather than the wrath 
of foe people he had oppressed 
for over three decades. 

Mary Anne Fitzgerald 

Joseph-Desiri Mobutu (Mobutu 
Sese Seko), politician : bom 
Lisala, Belgian Congo 14 Octo- 
ber 1930; President of Zaire 
1965-97; twice married (nine chil- 
dren); died Rabat. Morocco 7 
September 1997. 


P. H. Newby 


no inhibitions. Strangers asked 
who his parents were and how 
much he earned. Students 
asked him why he washot mar- 
ried, whether he washcxnosex- 
uaL (He said he was not 
homosexual and was engaged to 
a girl in England. He married 
in 1945.) The extravagances of 
Arabic-English, in which 
volatile feelings end a relish for 
rhetoric combine, fascinated 
him. Hie range of his Egyptian 
acquaintances, from members 
of foe corrupt royal family to 
denizens of foe pullulating 
slums, was wide. Everything 
was extreme, and he quietly 
revelled in foe extremities. 

Newby’s first two novels, 
Journey to the Interior (1945) and 
Agents and Witnesses (1947), 
drew on these experiences, 
though both have imaginary 
settings: the Sultanate of Ra- 
suka in foe first, a Mediter- 
ranean island in the second 
Both are interesting and skilful 
books, and they quickly estab- 
lished Newby as a novelise he 
was given an Atlantic Award in 
1946 and foe Somerset Maugh- 
am Award in 1948. But it was 
not until his ninth novel. 77ie 
Picnic at Sakkara in 1955, that 
he managed fully to bring his 
observation of Egypt into focus, 
in a book which Ls Newby's most 
successful and memorable 
achievement. 

In it, Edgar Perry, a lecturer 
in the Faculty of Arts at Gizeh, 
is a decent but ingenuous man, 
drawn without quite knowing 
how into foe ambit of one of his 
students, Muawiya Kbaslat, 
who admires Perry with an of- 
ten embarrassing devotion, and 
who at the same time becomes 
the agent of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood engaged to loll him. 
Tragedy and farce perform an 
intneate minuet. Delicately, 
comically, Newby plots through 
this wonderful fiction, set in the 
Egypt of Farouk’s monstrous 
regime, with a charm that is 
hypnotic. 

By foe time Newby published 


Sharpe, rugby footballer, 59; Mr 
Dave Stewart, rock singer and pro- 
ducer, 45; Dr the Hon Shirley Sum- 
meraitiU, former Labour MP, 66; Mr 
Chaim Topol, actor, 62; Miss Mar- 
garet T^zack. actress, 66; Air Com- 
modore Robert WeighiU, former 
Secretary, Rugby Football Union, 77. 

Anniversaries 

Births: WmiamBligh, captain of the 
Bounty, 1754; Alexander Nasmyth, 
painter. 1758; Jane Ellen Harrison, 
scholar and archaeologist, 1850; 
Ralph Hodgson, poet. 7871; Max 
Reinhardt (Goldmans), theatre di- 


The Picnic at Sakkara, he was 
not only an established novel- 
ist but had been for several years 
an established radio producer. 
On leaving Egypt in 1946, he 
had worked as a freelance 
writer for a few years. Then, in 
1949, not so much for greater 
financial security but with foe 
thought that he should enlarge 
his human contacts (being sim- 
ply a writer can be a lonely 
trade) and learn new skills, 
he joined the BBC as a talks 
producer. 

Newby credited Geoffrey 
Grigson with initiating the 
move: “He’d read a novel I’d 
written, thought well of it, and 
dropped a note to Talks De- 
partment with the consequence 
that I was invited to write and 
read at foe microphone a short 
story. Which I did and this led 
to other broadcasting, book re- 
viewing in the Home Service, for 
example, and then regular talks 
broadcasting on the Third Pro- 
gramme.” On jo ining the staff 
of foe BBC he was made “foe 
short-story expert” in Thlks 
Department 

By the time I first met him, 
in December 1954, Newby had 
extended his range beyond that 
He was responsible, among 
other things, for First Reading, 
a “literary magazine of foe air” 
which gave an airing to several 
novelists and poets who have 
since become well known; and 
also for Literary Opinion (“a 
monthly programme of com- 
ment and observation”). It 
was for Literary Opinion, that 
Newby invited me - then an 
undergraduate at Oxford - to 
contribute a brief talk on 
“The Young Writer in the 
University”. 

I wrote my stipulated 900 
words, and arrived at Broad- 
casting House in foe usual stu- 
dent garb of foe day: tweed 
jacket with leather elbow patch- 
es, cavalry twill trousers. I 
was much chagrined to see that 
all three fellow speakers on 
the programme (among them 


rector, 1873; James Evenbed Agate, 
theatre critic, 1877; Arthur Freed, 
popular lyricist and producer, 1894; 
James Hilton, novella, 1900; Cesare 
Pavese, poet and novelist, 1908; Paul 
Goodman, novelist, playwright and 
poet. 1911. Deaths: William L. King 
(the Conqueror), 1087; James IV, 
King of Scotland, (tilled in battle at 
Flodden, 1513: Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert, explorer, drowned off the 
Azores, 1583; Tbbias George Smol- 
lett, physician and author, 1771; Gi- 
ambattista Piranesi, architect, painter 
and engraver, 1778; John Single urn 
Copley, historical painter, 1815; 
Stephane Mallarmd, poet, 1898; 








Mofcutm a corrupt and vaintforfous dictator who styled himself ‘the all-powerful warrior who, be c ause 
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John Raymond, the rather 
louche deputy literary editor of 
foe New Statesman at the time), 
as well as my hitherto unseen 
producer, Mr Newby, were 
dressed in almost identical dark 
suits. 

Newby was short (shorter 
than me, which was a comfort ), 
large-headed, and with some- 
thing of the build of a well- 
turned-out jockey. He spoke 
C|uietly but firmly, and was kind 
in teaching me how to speak my 
script. (Years later, G.S. Fras- 
er, an earlier novice, com- 
mented on the sort of advice he 
gave: "You must think in speech 
blocks, not in paragraphs or sen- 
tences”, on how to modulate foe 
voice, and how to address the 
microphone - as if it were an in- 
timate friend not a public meet- 
ing.) The cup of tea afterwards, 
with my fellow speakers and 
Newby, marked my introduction 
to broadcasting, to a novelist J 
had not then read, and to a man 
who was, a few years later, to be 
one of my bosses. 

By the time I began working 
as a trainee producer, late in 
1957, Newby was about to be- 
come Controller of the Third 
Programme. In our professional 
de alings , I was always aware of 
two things: his quiet, precise de- 
fence of high standards, and his 
equally quiet, precise caution. 
Some of my colleagues put too 
much emphasis on foe second 
of these in Newby, os if he were 
some sort of inhuman litmus 
placed between anything new 
and foe noisy condemnatory 
world out there beyond the 
microphone. I never found this 
so. I found he was a man with 
whom one could equably discuss 
heterodox things; and he could 
give way. 

Newby's long years in charge 
of the Third Programme, and 
then - with foe change of name 
and emphasis - of Radio Three, 
must have been draining. Kate 
Whitehead’s The Third Pro- 
gramme: a literary history (19S9) 
and Humphrey Carpenter's his- 


Roger Eliot Fry, artist, 1934; Mao 
■Re-lung, Chinese leader, 1976: Hugh 
MacDiannid (Christopher Murray 
Grieve), port and critic, 1978. On this 
day: San Sebastian, held by the 
French, surrendered to the Duke of 
Wellington, 1813; Allied troops land- 
ed si Salerno, Italy, 1943; North Ko- 
rea was proclaimed a separate 
independent state. 1948; the first hi- 
jack of a British aircraft took place 
near Beirut, 1970. Ibday is foe Feast 
Day of St Betteiin, Sr Ctaran or Kier- 
an of Oonmacnois. St Goigonius, St 
Isaac or Sahak the Great. Si Joseph 
of Volokolamsk. St Omer or Audo- 
marus and St Peter Clave r. 


toty of foe networks. The Emy 
of the World (199<5), say a good 
deal about this. Some of the 
anecdotes and judgments by for- 
mer colleagues in Carpenter’s 
history make Newby, in these 
jobs and in his later ones as Di- 
rector of Programmes and 
Managing Director, sometimes 
sound like a cipher. Since I bad 
left foe BBC in 1965, I can’t 
properly judge; but I doubt 
these stories’ bias, just as 1 
challenge the remark of Philip 
French (a very distinguished ra- 
dio producer) that Newby 
“lacked levity". Newby's gifts as 
a “comic” novelist could also ap- 
pear in his conversations and in 
his acts. 

I think Howard Newby was 
probably glad to retire from the 
BBC in 1978. During the years 
since he joined foe corporation, 
he had certainly made his mark 
as a novelist, publishing 13 nov- 
els between J950 and J977. 
The first Booker Prize, given to 
Something To Answer For in 
1969, brought him renewed at- 
tention - though foe Booker 
was not, as it is now. a high me- 
dia event I remember foe then 
sales director of Faber & Faber, 
foe book’s publisher, telling 
me that the prize probably re- 
sulted in no more than about 
400 extra copies. 

Among the later novels, two 
strike me as among Newby’s 
best. Feeling? Have Changed 
(19S1) is the one work of his 
which drew on his broadcasting 
experience. Written after his re- 
tirement (though no doubt he 
had kept earlier notes), it in- 
cludes authentic fictional por- 
traits of Louis MacNeice and of 
Laurence Gilliam (Head of 
Radio Features Department 
until his death in 1964); and - 
though its Author's Note dis- 
claims any intention to write “a 
novel about the politics of 
broadcasting” - it is a subtle 
analysts of foe difficulties of a 
large cultural organisation. 

His last published novel. 
Something About Women, came 
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into my hands in typescript 
when I was working part-time 
editorially for Andri? Deutsch. 
This was in 1994; and by then 
Newby’s publishing fortunes 
had been through various vi- 
cissitudes. In turn. Cape (his 
first publisher), Faber & Faber, 
and then Hutchinson had 
dropped him. He seemed to be 
a faded forgotten name. But - 
not out of loyalty to his past 
work, or out of loyalty to him 
as ray long-ago BBC boss - I : 
recognised that this was a small f i 
masterpiece. 

Something About Women is a 
wry, gentle, bemused, delight- 
ful novel, about affection, love, 
innocence, experience. By the 
time Newby's literary agent 
submitted it, Newby was tired 
and ill, not eager for face-to-face 
“hands-on" editing; but in fact 
the book required none of this, 
and our talks on the telephone 
and our correspondence were 
easy, firm and gentle as ever. 

The book's publication in 1995 
was not spectacular: it had 
some warm and intelligent re- 
views, bui it did not sell. This 
disappointed me. 

Here, as Graham Greene 
had said many years earlier, was 
“A fine writer who has never had 
the full recognition that he de- 
serves”. I can only hope that - 
as so often happens - his death 
will soon bring him fresh recog- 
nition. P. H. Newby was one of 
the best English novelists of the 
second half of the century. 

Anthony Thwalte ^ 

Pen? Howard Newby, broad- 
casting administrator and 
novelist: bom Crowborough, 
Sussex 25 June 1918; staff. BBC 
1949-78. Controller, Third Pro- 
gramme 1958-69, Radio Three 
1969-71, Director of Pro- 
grammes, radio 1971-75, Man- 
aging Director, BBC Radio 
1975-78: CBE 1972; Chairman, 
English Stage Company 1978-84; 
married 1945 Joan Thompson 
(mo daughters); died Garsington, 
Oxfordshire 6 September 1997. 


Royal engagements 

The Princess Koval, as Honorary Air 
tomnu/dcm:. Royal Air Fonx IfKhsm. 
npau. ihc Help. InrnrmjiHKi. Vbluniuvr 
Exdungv (Hire) ai RAF Lyncham. Chip, 
penham. Wiltshire: as member, the Miir- 
chants House of Glasgow, visits ih K thjusc 
un J signs the Golden Book. Wist Genrae 
Street. Gtasjpw: as huron. Victim Supram 
Scotland, bunches VS 2U» Cauirwi-n 
James Moir Hall. Mitchdl Theatre C.rni- 
pt-r, Grarr-Tlk Staxt, Glasgow; and as r^- 
Iron, Northern Lighthouse Board, visit, 
three new lights nearing completion, un ik- 
west cusea of the Hebrides. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted (fan. 
mem mounts the Oucn'a life Guard u 
Horse Guards. I lam. 
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in $L2bn deal 


DavW Osborne 

New York 


* 


CompuServe, the pioneerof on- 
line services in the 1980s, is to 
be swallowed up by its glitzier 
nemesis of the 1990s, America 
Online, in a SZ_2bn (£758m), 

three-way deal also invoMng the 

long-distance telephone giant. 
WorldCom. 

The transaction, confirmed 
yesterday, promises to redraw 
the contours of the online in- 
dusny on both sides of the At- 
lantic. The concentration of 
power that it will afford Amer- 
ica Online is likely, however, to 
draw the attention of fair com- 
petition regulators in Washing- 
ton and Brussels. 


It wiD especially be felt by on- 
hne users in Europe, where 
CompuServe has maiw^H to 
retain a lead as the most pop- 
ular online service provider. 
Overnight, America O nline 
and its European partner, Ber- 
t e ls mann AG, the Ger man pub. 
hshing house, will take virtual 
control ofthe market in Europe. 
Wforidcom, America's fourth- 

irwrt J - -■ - 


agreed to buy the 80 per cent 
stake held in CompuServe by 
the US accountancy behemoth, 
H&R Block, for SI 

H&R Block had been trying 
to offload its CampnServe stake 
for almost a year. 

Simultaneously, WorldCom 
negotiated a parallel deal to 


transfer l 

ation and itsbase of 26: 

customers to AQL.'WbridCom 
will additionally pay $175m to 
AOL, which, m. return, is to 
transfer its network services 
subsidiary, called ANS Com- 
munications, to WorldCom. 

- In terms of the customer 
numbers alone, the dead is a dazr 
zler for AOL. Rjr many years 
the traPblazer of the industry. 


watched in dismay as AOL has 
overtaken it as the dominant 
provider. 

Latest figures putAOEs cus- 
tomer base at almost 9 million 
users compared with the rela- 
tively puny total of million 
for CompoServe. Indeed, Com- 


puServe had aO but given up at- 
tempting to win new non-cor- 
porate customers in recent 
months as its break-up looked 
• more and more inevitable. 

AOEs success was achieved 
in part by projecting a younger, 
more savvy image to customers 
while CompuServe was in- 
creasingly perceived as fusty. 
Earlier tins year; however, AOL 
was stricken by an overload on 
its network and was forced to 
pay credits to some users who 

could not connect to it. 

There is help in this deal for 
AOLs technical problems also. 
WorldCom has signed a con- 
tract to look after AOLs net- 
work requirements through its 
subsidiary, UUNet, for the com- 


ing five years. UUNet will also 
provide AOL with 100,000 ad- 
ditional modems in the US to 
help forestall any further net- 
work traffic jams. 

Thus, WorldCom, mean- 
while, win considerably increase 
its credentials in the online in- 
dustry. M We think these moves 
position WorldCom and 
UUNet at the forefront of the 
Internet world,'’ said WorldCom 
vice chairman, John Sidgmore. 

WbrdCom, based in Missis- 
sippi, will retain CompuServe’s 
significant base of corporate 
customers. “The strategy looks 
like just the right thing rex this 
company [WorldCom^” said 
Scott Wright of Argus Re- 
search. 


It is the potential for expan- 
sion abroad that is most tanta- 
lising for AOL. Currently, its 
AOL Europe service, which is 
a 50-50 joint venture with Ber- 
telsmann, can count about 
65(MXH) subscribers. Of Com- 
puServe’s total base of 2.6 mfl- 
lion subscribers, about 850,000 
are in Europe. 

Bertelsmann said yesterday 
that it would pay AOL. $75m to 
retain its half share in the Eu- 
ropean business. Both Bertels- 
mann and AOL have reportedly 

agreed to invest another S25m 
each to expand in Europe. With 
the CompuServe business in 
their pocket, that should be- 
come considerably easier. 

Bertelsmann said the Com- 


puServe brand would continue 
to exist in Europe, but would be 
focused on corporate customers 
while the effort to build con- 
sumer subscribers would be 
switched to AOL Europe. 

AOLs nearest rival in the US 
will now be Bill Gates* Mi- 
crosoft Network. So far. how- 
ever, Microsoft has struggled to 
make significant inroads in the 
online provision business. 

News of the deal was heartily 
welcomed by Whll Street where 
shares in AOL were trading 
sharply higher alter a delay 
yesterday morning. 

Before the lunch hour. AOL 
shares were selling at $79 a 
share, up $8.06 from Friday’s 
closing price. 


Under the terms of the deal 
any increase in fo* P 1 " 8 * ._ 
WorldCom shares wiD wasted 

into a larger take f 

r* Tna ftfijrsc 


menr^reTfeat^ 
Cbm wfl!p^aa4062S stored 
its stock for each CompuServe 

share. „ 

CompuServe was trading 
lower yesterday on the news at 
$13.25. Based on Friday casing 
prices. CompuServe stqcfc>hP“f 
ers will receive $ 12 J 50 a ^are. 
according to H&R Block. 

The deal, which was unani- 
mously a f 


mously approved by the Doare* 
of WorldCom and H&R Block 

over the weekend, vnD leave the 

accounting firm with a 3 per 
cent holding in WorldCom* 
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The British economy is enjoy- 
ing a happy mature of steady 
growth in manufacturing, low in- 
flation at the factory gate and a 
slowdown in spending on the 
high street from its overheated 
pace, according to foe picture 
painted by new figures yesterday. 

The latest batch of* evidence 
confirmed the financial markets 
in the view that the Bank of Eng- 
land wQl see no need to increase 
interest rates again for some 
months, if at all. The pound fell 
to its lowest level since early 
June as a result, bringing further 
relief to exporters. 

Although sterling's exchange 
rate is stUl 17 per cent higher 


industrial production 


% change (3mortte/yearonyear) 

7 — — — — 
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“Core" output prices 


Kctanga over 12 months 
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need to slow further to avoid in- 
flationary pressures. 

Official figures yesterday 
showed that manufacturing 
output has grown more than ex- 
pected so for this year. It in- 
creased by 0.4 per cent in July 
to a level 1.6 per cent higher 
than a year earner. 

Earlier estimates for the lev- 
el of output were revised up. 
The Office for National Statis- 
tics said the trend growth rate 
was around 2 percent, up from 
the previous figure of 1 percent. 

Much of July’s increase in 
manufacturing production was 
accounted far by a rebound in 
engineering, despite its heavy 
bias towards exports, and textiles. 
Tbtal industrial production was 
boosted even more by strong oil 
and energy production. It 
climbed 0.6 per cenl in July, with 
its annual growth at 23 percent 
“Manufacturing is not par- 
ticularly weak. The strength of 
home demand is still out- 
weighing the weakness of ex- 
ports,” said Adam Cole, an 
economist at James CapeL 
Separate figures showed in- 
flation at the factory gate isvir- 
maHy non-existent. Rices charged 
by manufectureisdimbed 0.1 per 
cent last month, and were L4 per 
cent higher than a year early. 

The closely watched “core” 
factory gate inflation measure 
edged up from 0.6 percent to 
0.7 per cent, but is still barely 
above the 30 year low of 0-5 per 
cent it reached last spring. 

Prices paid by manufacturers 
for materials rose 0.4 per cent in 


than a year ago. it has now de- 
clined 6 per cent from its mid- 
summer peak. This drop 
reflects a decisive shift of mood 

in the markets. 

The Bank of England's Mon- 
etary Policy Committee is not 
expected to announce any 
change in rates on Thursday, at 
the end of its two day meeting. 
Many City economists reckon 
that rates, at 7 per cent, have 
reached their peak. 

However, some warned yes- 
terday that the possibility of 
higher interest rates in foe cran- 
ing months could not be ruled 
out. David V&Hon at the in- 
vestment bank Goldman Sachs 
said: "Wc have had a reasonable 
period of steady growth and low 
inflation, but higher inflation 
can appear out of nowhere. It 
S onlv with hindsight that most 
people recognise the warning 
signals in fast monetary gowtfi 
and a tight jobs market. 

He said the economy would 


cent lower than a year earlier. 

The third reassuring piece of 
evidence yesterdaywas a survey 
from foe British Retail Con- 
sortium daixning that growth in 
foe value of high street sales had 
slowed to its lowest for five 

months as a result of foe recent 
mortgage rate increases. 

Annual growth in “Eke-for- 
Uke” sales, adjusted to take 
out foe effect of increased floor 
space, slowed to 3.9 per cent 
from 5.2 per cent in July. Tbtal 
sales growth slipped to 7.6 per 
cent from 8^ p«r cent. 

The BRC - whose survey 
does not trade official retiul safes 
figures from month to month— 
warned that holiday spending 
abroad in August might have 
dampened UK sales. But An- 


economics committee, said: 
“This month’s weaker growth in 
sales supports what we have 
been saying all along - that 
there is no runaway boom on 
the high street.” 

The CBTs survey of retailing. 


an August slowdown. The two 
surveys have helped calm fears 
about a consumer boom. 

The pound ended at iust 
over DM2. 86 yesterday, while 
its index against a range of 

currencies fell 0.1 to 100.1. 
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Highland piper accompanies ScottishPower on to the floor ofthe New York Stock Exchange 

Sp| 





The strains of Highland 
pipes and the swirl of 
tartan kilts greeted 
traders at the opening 
bell on foe floor of foe 
New York Stock Exchange 
yesterday as 

ScottishPower opened a - 
listing in search of fresh 
capital from US 
investors, writes David 
Usbome. 

The Glasgow-based 
utility, with its multiple 
telecommunications, 
electricity, gas and water' 
businesses, became the 
first Scottish company to 
offer shares on the New 
York exchange. The 
shares will be sold in foe 
form of American 
Depository Receipts 
(ADRs). 

Taking part in the brief 
ceremony, 

ScottishPower’s 
chairman, Murray Stuart, 
said: ‘Becoming the first ' 
Scottish company to 
trade in ordinary shares, 
via an ADR, on foe New 
York market reflects our 
successful progression 
from a local electricity 
company to a multi-utility 
group.’ About 8 per cent 
of foe shares in the 
utility are already held in 
the US, mainly by 
institutional investors. 
The company said that 
through the listing it was 
hoping to attract smaller 
institutions as well as 
private US investors. 

In London, 

ScottishPower’s shares 
finished the day 7.5p 
higher at 469p, against 
the market trend. 


Far East reaches ‘turning point’ 


John Wfflcock 


British and American fund 
managers are nervous about the 
short-term outlook fra aS equity 
markets and are piling into 
bonds and cash, wtme the cur- 
rency panic that has stoept Asia 
is now priced into markets and 
presents a buying opportunity, 
according to Merrill Lynch. 

Bqal Shah, global strategist at 
AfemU, says its latest global fund 
manager survey completed an 3 
September showed that “the 
currency crisis which started in 
Thailand -and which led to 
plunging equiw markets among 
the Asian ‘Tiger' economies 
has prompted the roost extreme 
sell-off of equities since 1990.” 
He raid it was even worse than 
foe sell-off following the Mex- 
ican. peso crisis in 1995, bur 
added: “With this extreme re- 
action we may have come to a 
turning point The Asian mar- 
kets have priced m the worst 
possible news. They now rep- 
resent a buying opportunity." 

Mr Shah said many of foe Fhr 
Eastern markets had recov- 
ered substantially since the sur- 
vey was completed last week. 

Fund managers were piling 
into gilts and US government 
bonds “with a keenness I have 
never seen before", he said. In 


the US an inareasmg number of 
managers were expecting an in- 
terest rate rise and slowing 
economic growth. 

MenflTs monthly survey cov- 
ered 259 institutions managing 
funds worth $5.55 trillion ^£3.5 
trillion). ft is split into fire reguoal 
surveys carried out between 29 
August and 3 September. 

The bearishness towards Asia 
had transmitted itself to other 
developing regions such as 
South America, said Mr Sbah. 


“Interestingly, managers are 
less keen cm raising their expo- 
sure to Latin American stocks. 
The crisis in tiger markets ap- 
pears to have reduced the ap- 
petite for emerging markets." 

Merrill last week raised its 
strategy to neutral from un- 
tight on the region. Its 
rites are Hong Kong and 
ire. 

le investment bank said 
that with the exception of 
Japanese equities, UK man- 


Blue Circle shares hit 
by Malaysian worries 


Bine Circle Indus tries, foe ce- 
ment group, saw its shares fall 
7-5pto395pyesteniayafterfefl- 
ingto reassure Inve s t o r s about 
foe flitine of its large Malaysian 
opoatioas in the wake of recent 
economic upheavals there, 
writes Magnus Grimond. 

Keith Oireft- Jones, chief ex- 
ecutive, said he saw “no reason" 
Gar a recession in foe country 
“My judgement is there wfll be 
some slowing down in growth”, 

|H» <aiHl nnt ho mtmWfd that this 
owld still have an effect on Blue 
Chde, given that cpmmtdgnand 
runs at around doable the rate 


of economic growth, while foe id 
in foe value of the ringgitt could 
hit translation of profits. 

Analysts yesterday down- 
graded annual forecasts for the 
group from as high as £356m to 
as low as £335m on the back of 
foe Malaysian problems. Re- 
porting a 22 per cent rise in un- 
derlying profits to £142m for foe 
first half. Blue Circle remained 
optimistic about the outlook in 
the UK fornextyea^ even if sec- 
ond half demand is r unning at 
on|y sfigbtty above the rate of the 
first six months of 1997. 

Investment column, page 18 


agers were on balance looking 
to cut their exposure to equity 
markets. Even towards Japan, 
buying interest bad slumped, 
with buyers outnumbering selt- 
ere by just 9 per cent, foe low- 
est since January. 

Yet towards UK government 
gilts, buyers outnumbered sell- 
ers ty 24 per cent, the nxist bull- 
ish view since December 1995. 

This was in line with a drop 
in foe number of respondents 
who expect inflation to rise 
through the poming year to 69 
per cent, well down from last 
October's peak of 99 per cent. 

On UK equities -where some 
55 per oenl ot the UK institutions' 
funds are allocated - the survey 
found that sellers outnumbered 
buyers by 12 per cent, the same 
as in the last survey. 

Separately, the slump in 
South-east Asian currencies 
did not need big region-wide 
intervention from foe US, said 
foe US Assistant Secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacif- 
ic Affairs, Stanley Roth, yes- 
terday. “Wi’re still watching and 
talking to other players includ- 
ing foe international financial 
institutions, and we’ll make a 
determination if necessary to 
some subsequent action that’s 
required," he said. 

Hamish McRae, page 21 
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Lord Young leads 
£6.6m investment 
in CDT electronics 


Michael Harrison 


Lord Young of Graffham, the 
former Secretary of State for 
Hade and Industry and chair- 
man of Cable & Wireless, is 
joining forces with the rode 
group Genesis and the proper- 
ty developer Godfrey Bradman 
to back a British technology that 
promises to revolutionise foe 
world of consumer electronics. 

The former Cabinet minister 
is leading a £6.6m investment in 
Cambridge Display Technology, 
a spin-off company from 
Cambridge University that has 
patented light-emitting poly- 
mer technology. 

LEPs have foe potential to re- 
place existing liquid crystal and 
LED displays in a huge range 
of goods from computers to mo- 
bile telephones and could ulti- 
mately replace the cathode ray 
tube in television sets. The po- 
tential worid-wide market is 
estimated at $29bn (f 18.3bn). 

Lord Young, Mr Bradman 
and a handful of other investors 
have formed a new venture 
caDed Light Emitting Polymer In- 
vestments (LEPI) which will 
take a stake of just under 33 per 
cent in Cambridge Display Tech- 
nology. Lord Young wiD ako lake 
OverasCDTschamnan and rep- 
resent the company overseas, 
particularly in tbe Asia Parific re- 
gion which is seen as one of the 
biggest growth markets for LBfe 
CDT was formed in 1992 by 
Cambridge University and 
Richard Friend, now Cavendish 
Professor of Physics at Cam- 
bridge, with £l_25m of seedcom 
money. The rock group Gene- 
sis and its manager put in 
£400,000 and other investors in- 
cluded John Sculley, foe former 
idem of Apple, Heimann 
user, one of the founders of 
Acorn Computer, and Sieve 
Kahng, president of Power 
Computing Technology- 
Including foe latest tranche 


of funding, total investment in 
CDT stands at£10m-aU in the 
form of equity. Cambridge Uni- 
versity remains the biggest sin- 
gle shareholder. Under its chief 
executive Danny Chapchal, who 
joined in 1996 from Siemens, 
CDT has raised £2zn by selling 
licences to exploit the technol- 
ogy to Philips Electronics, 
Hoechst of Germany and the 



Lord Young: Expects a lot of 
revenues within two years 

California-based UN1AX. The 
first product to feature the 
technology, probably a mobile 
telephone, is due to appear 
before the end of this year. 

“We have taken a view on the 
technology and derided it has a 
chance,” Lord Young said. “If h 
succeeds, it promises to be 
aoremdy profitable. 1 believe foot 
within two years we will see 
quite a lot of revenuescomingin." 

CDT is also in talks with a 
Jaige Japanese electronics com- 
pany about licensing foe LEP 
technology for use m a wider 
range of household products. 

Unlike conventional LEDs, 
which are based on traditional 
semiconductor technology, 
LERs can be fabricated on flex- 
ible plastic sheets and are 
claimed to be cheaper, thinner 
and lighter as well as being 
easier to read. ^ 
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Blue Circle’s prospects questioned 

B dominant cement proc The Investment Column dollars, Fairey is also l^inq^sed t 

been one of the better invest- the pound than other comnanies am 


Profits flat at Fortnum as overseas visitors spend iess 


■ neen uuc ui tuc oener invest- 
ments in a less-than-inspiring building 
materials sector. 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Despite its neavy weigunng towards 
two mature markets - the UK and US 
- the expectation has been that the cy- 
cle in both wa s on the upswing, while 

more exciting growth prospects could 
be provided by exposure to emerging 
markets, notably Chile and Malaysia 
But yesterday’s interim figures raised 
some question marks over future 
growth prospects. 

The virtually Dat stated profits of 
£ 1 1 7m for the six months to June hid 
a 22 per cent underlying advance, ex- 
cluding the effects of a £25m charge for 
redundancies and write-offs associat- 
ed with the long-term pay deal with UK 
employees earlier this year. However, 
the untiertying picture is more mixed! 

Most concern yesterday centred on 
Malaysia and the well-publicised con- 
cems'about its economy. Although B l u e 
Circle was doing its best to reassure the 
City that there would be no recession 
there, the outlook remains doudy, and 
in the meantime the operations in 
Malaysia and Singapore are hardly fir- 
ing oh all cylinders. 

A 6.2 per cent drop in profits to 
£ 16.7m in the first half, while volumes 
leapt a quarter, was hardly impressive. 
BC1 blamed the low-margin imports 
which it was forced to sell to meet de- 
mand and production problems. A new 
plant firing up next week could claw 
back as much as £10m of lost margin, 
hut the economy needs to perform. 

Meantime, the Chilean market con- 
tinues to suffer ahead of a big capac- 
ity increase due to be brought onby a 
competitor over the next two years. 
Competition has forced prices down by 
up to 7 per cent, cutting profits by 12 
per cent to £18m, but they re main more 
than 50 percent above those in the US, 
suggesting there will be more pain to 
come. 

Even stripping out a maiden £15.4m 
contribution from St Marys Cement of 
Canada, acquired in April, underlying 
growth in North America was a chunky 
8 per cent. The market there contin- 
ues to go like a train, but it is hard to 
see this pace being maintained for too 
much longer. 

The high operational gearing of the 
UK cement business meant modest vol- 
ume and price increases fed through 
to a handy 22 per cent jump in prof- 
its. But even if an upturn in the con- 
struction industry eventually feeds 
through to Blue Circle, imports wfli al- 
ways act to trim some of the gains. 

All of which helps explain why Blue 
Circle is keen to parade the £300m or 
more of firepower it has to buy new 


Panmure Gordon downgrading its 
full-year forecast to £335m, the shares, 
down 7 Jp at 395p, stand on a forward 
p/e Of 14, which looks a fair rating. 

Fairey suffers 
in electronics 

F airey, the specialist engineer, is 
a tough company to get to grips 
with. A whirlwind of acquisi- 
tions in the past year means that some 
70 per cent of its business is now in spe- 
cialist electronics— a shift from its tra- 
ditional. tower-margin defence-related 
engineering. Unfortunately electronics 
has been a terrible investment. 

Overcapacity and falling demand 
have rocked the semiconductor mar- 
ket Added to crippling currency hits 
in certain areas of the market electronic 
sector shares have underperformed the 
market by some 23 per cent in 12 
months. Companies such as Euro- 
therm, heavily exposed to the semi- 
conductor market, and Bowthorpe, a 
big exporter to Europe, have suffered 


repeated profit downgrades. Fairey has 
been dragged down too. Shares in the 
group have lagged the market by 33 per 
cent in 12 months. 

Fairey probably does not deserve to 
be lumped in with the rest of the sec- 
tor but, given recent acquisitions, mea- 
suring the health of its underlying 
businesses is not easy. The group has 
spent more than £200m on four deals 
since January 1996. That, along with 
foreign exchange factors, makes 
Faireys head l in e numbers meaningless. 

After £2.1m of currency losses in the 
half year to June, operating profits rose 
45 percent to £26m as underlying sales 
rose almost a third. The figures in- 
cluded the recently purchased Burn- 
field operation, out were without 
Corey’s largest acquisition to date - Fu- 
sion, the ultraviolet coatings group 
bought for £81 m last August -and PMS 
of the US, bought last year for £49m. 

John ftxxlter, Fahey's chief executive, 
puts organic sales growth in the core 
electronics business at 6 percent That 
is decent enough when compared with 
rivals. Moreover PMS, which lost sales 
after the semiconductor slump, should 
pick up now that market is recovering. 
If so, Fairey could hit 10 per cent or- 
ganic sates growth rates by the year end. 


With 60 per cent of its earnings in US 
dollars, Fairey is also less exposed to 
the pound than other companies and 
should see a smaller second-half hit 
Sue Cox at UBS forecasts £S2m for 
the full yean putting Raney's shares, un- 
changed at 367-5p, on a forward mul- 
tipte of 16. That is a 5 per cent discount 
to the market which drops to 14 times 
□ext year for a 15 per cent discount, 
fairey deserves better. Good value. 

Sentiment keeps 
Brammer down 

B rammer, the industrial services 
|^ap which distributes parts for 

Industry, has taken a heating this 

year along with much of UK manu- 
facturing. After five years of steady 
growth, which has seen the shares cKmh 
steadily from 20Gp to nearly 700p. the 
stock has tumbled sharply in recent 
months. Yesterday on interim figures 
slightly ahead of expectations they rose 
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i RjI year , i — Half year— ■ 

Trading record 1994 1995 1996 1996 1997 


Pre-tax profits (&n) 184 264 298 116 117 


Dividends per share (p) 

Operating profit 

byne$on,£m 

60 — m 


Share price 

Pence 

500 


l~l Half rearm 
30 June 1996 
■ Half year to 
30 June 1997 


The main reason for recent weakness 
is sentiment, with investors figh ting shy 
of industrial stocks which are exposed 
to the strength of sterling. A mild want- 
ing on profits earlier this year, prompt- 
ed by a subdued UK manufacturing 
market, also knocked Branuner. 

The fears may be overdone. On full- 
year forecasts of£3ftn, Branuner shares 
trade on an undemanding forward rat- 
ing of 13. Yesterday’s half-year figures 
showed the group had managed to make 
progress in spite of the hit on currency 
translation. Hr ' year profits were 10 per 
cent ahead at £I4m, though the increase 
would have been 15 per cent without 
the hit from the pound. 

B rammer’s mafrn b usiness is dis- 
tributing its range of 500,000 compo- 
nents to around 45,000 customers. The 
company’s key strength is that al- 
though no single oistomet accounts for 
more than 1 per cent of sales, the com- 
pany has managed to build significant 
market share in certain sectors. Dis- 
tribution profits increased by 15 per 
cent, at constant exchange rates, 
though the European bearings market 

r emain^ sl uggish 
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meat such as industrial computers, chd 
even better with a 19 per cent profits 
hike, even if Germany was weakened 
by the loss of aeon tract. Bui the sec- 
ond half has started better and Bram- 
mer feels the economy is strengthening. 

Acquisitions are expected, although 
most of the deals in Brammer’s sectors 
are with small, family-owned compa- 
nies. Longer term the shares look rea- 
sonable value at these levels. 


Fortnum & Mason (above), grocer to the 
weff-heefed, yesterday announced a tfny 
£6,000 increase In annual profits to 
£3.23tn for the year to 12 July. Garry 
Weston, chairman, said trading was 
affected by a fall in the number of 
overseas visitors and by reduced trading 
apace on four floors at theaters in 
PiocadUte London. 

■ He said difficulties were encountered 
during the complex underpinning and 
foundation stages of the building of the 
store extension, and the programme had 
been delayed. “Thls means we will not be 
able to trade the full extended ground 
floor this Christmas," he warned. 

Mr Weston said tfiegroup’s budgets, 
which were cwrently being met, caHed for 
an Increase in underfymg profit, but as 
they were based on the assumption that 
the UK economy remained buoyant during 


the Christmas trading period, and that the 
pound did not continue to strengthen, it 
was too early to estimate the outcome. 

In the year under review, departments 
such as wines, hampers aid cakes 
achieved growth above 10 per cent as 
sales to local customers remained 
buoyant throughout the year. Menswear 
and ladies fashions also benefited from 
this buoyant trade. 

However, Mr Weston said spending by 
overseas visitors fell fay an estimated 20 
per cent in the second half compared with ^ 
the strong performance in the 
comparable period of 1996. As a result of 
the building work food hall selling space 
has been reduced by nearly 10 per cent 
since April. 

Despite the flat profits performance, 
the dividend is being increased from 
7.6p to 8.3p. 
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Kingfisher man to 
take Hamleys job 


Marks & Spencer casts eye over Latin America 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Hamleys. the toy retailer, is ex- 
pected to announce the ap- 
pointment of Chris Ash as chief 
executive this morning, ending 
a year long search. 

Mr Ash has been a senior di- 
rector at Kingfisher for 12 years, 
including the Iasi eight as board 
director at Woolworths and 
Superdrug. 

Mr Ash replaces Geoff 
Cullman, who quit as chief ex- 
ecutive lust October after just 
seven months in the job. Mr 
Cultinan had a background in 
consultancy and Hamleys said 
at the lime that the group 
needed a retailer in such a key 
position. He was paid compen- 
sation of £142.000. 

As part of the boardroom re- 
shuffle, Stephen Wood bridge, 
Hamleys’ managing director, 
will step down as an executive 
director. He will become a non- 
executive instead. It was fell that 
a company of Hamleys’ size did 
not need a managing director 
ns well as a chief executive. 


Chris Ash will join Hamleys 
next month. He is a career 
retailer and prior to joining 
Kingfisher he spent 12 years 
with Boots, BAT and ArgylL 

Mr Ash’s appointment com- 
pletes a boardroom rethink by 
chairman Howard Dyer. In 
May David Fogel joined the 
board as a result of the £8.7ra 
Toy Stack acquisition. Mr Fogel 
became merchandising and 
buying director. 

Hamleys is keen to develop 
its brand but is waxy of diluting 
the magic of the name, which 
is synonymous with the flagship 
Regent Street store. The com- 
pany said Lhe acquisition of 
Mr Fogel’s 1 1 -strong Toy Stack 
chain was a way of expanding 
into shopping m alts and high 
streets without devaluing the 
Hamleys name. It is restricting 
that to aiipon sbqos and its flag- 
ship sites. 

Hamleys shares have been 
under pressure this year. From 
439.5p last November they have 
slumped to 239p in July. Yes- 
terday they were unchanged at 
297«5p. 


Sameana Ahmad 

Marks & Spencer, the high 
street retailer, is exploring the 
possibility of opening stores in 
Latin America as the next 
stage of an aggressive world- 
wide expansion plan. It will 
send a team, led by Chris 
Littmoden, executive director 
of the group's North American 
retail operations, into Brazil, 
Chile and Argentina in the next 
few months. 


The team will also check out 
the Mexican market, though 
M&S said plans there were 
longer term. 

The clothing group said it 
had opened its 10th store in 
Hong Kong at the weekend and 
planned to open another two 
in the region in the next 12 
months. M&S, already the 
largest franchise store in South 
East Asia, also plans to expand 
in Indonesia and set up in 
Australia. 


M&S’s rapid expansion out- 
side the UK is prompting 
Dewhirst, the retailer's sec- 
ond-largest supplier of men’s 
and women's dothing, to fol- 
low. 

Speaking at the group's half- 
year results to Juty, Tun De- 
whiist said the company, which 
makes 88 per cent of its sales 
from M&S and supplies no oth- 
er retailer, was planning to 
spend £50m in the next two 
years on warehousing and fac- 


tories, including two new fac- 
tories in Morocco and a new 
plant in Indonesia which will 
make men’s formal shirts. 

Dewbiret has two factories in 
Morocco and sources from 
third parties in Indonesia. 

The three new factories, 
which should open within 12 
months, are thought to cost 
around £4m each. 

Mr Dewhirst said it was vi- 
tal to move to where M&S 
needed it. 


“We must be able to respond 
quickly. We work hand in glove 
with them. It's a real partner- 
ship," he said. 

Dewhirst, one of the UK’s 
best textile companies in a 
sector beset by railing prices, 
sources a third of its total out- 
put outside the UK, but reck- 
ons that proportion will grow 
to 50 per cent in three years. 

Increased efficiency and 
higher volumes driven by in- 
novations such as non-iron 


fabrics left Dewhirst’s interim 
sales up a fifth to £177ra and 
margins 0.4 points higher at 7.8 
per cent. 

A spokeswoman for M&S, 
which, unusually for a UK re- 
tailer, has successfully built its 
brand overseas said: “Our am- 
bition is to be a global brand. 
South America is in the early 
stages, but we have been suf- 
ficiently encouraged by an in- 
tial report to send a team 
there.” 


Scottish Media unlikely to 
seek early renewal of licences 




Scottish Media, owner of the 
Scottish and Grampian inde- 
pendent television franchises, 
said yesterday it was unlikely 
the group would seek early 
renewal for its two licences as 
there would be no economic 
benefit 

Andrew Flanagan, managing 
director, said: “Wfe think we are 
unlikely to go forward early un- 
less there are good economic 
reasons for doing so and at the 
moment there is no evidence of 
that yet.” 

In July, the ITC released a 
consultation paper on earty li- 
cence renewal whereby the ITV 
companies have the right to 
renegotiate new terms for their 
licences to apply from January 
1999. 

However, analysts forecast 
SMG could lose out by up to 
£8m per year when the licence 
terms are reassessed, which 
must be done at the latest 
before the current 10-year 


licences run their course by 

2002 . 

The Scottish TV licence has 
one of the lowest fixed annual 
payments among all the ITV 
companies, paying an index- 
linked £2,000 each year while 
Grampian pays an index-linked 
£799,000 per annum. 

Mr Flanagan's comments fol- 
lowed the release of the com- 
pany's results for the first six 
months of the year to June 
which showed that pre-tax prof- 
its climbed from £l03m to 
118.5m, in line with analysts' 
forecasts. 

He said the ITV network had 
suffered from lower advertising 
spend in the second quarter of 
the year due to competition 
from Channel 5 and a tough 
comparison period with last 
year when coverage of the Euro 
’ 96 tournament boosted spend- 
ing by advertisers. 

However, Mr Flanagan said 
the Channel 5 effect repre- 


sented a “pause for breath” in 
ITV advertising spend rather 
than a long-term trend. 

Advertising revenue growth 
is expected to pick up in the 
third quarter though the in- 
crease wfli be fauiy small, he 
added. 

At the group's newspaper 
division, advertising revenue 
growth had been virtually flat 
year-on-year as volume growth 
was affected by the group’s 
efforts to improve yield. 

“We have increased yield 
from press adverting by l4 per 
cent and now we are beginning 
to see volumes pick up even at 
the enhanced prices,” said the 
finance director, Gary Hughes. 

The ability, since the recent 
acquisition of Caledonian, to 
offer joint press and television 
advertising packages had 
boosted the advertising per- 
formance in the period, Mr 
Flanagan said. 

“We’ve had a lot of success 


with that {selling combined 
packages] mostly with press 
advertisers being introduced 
into the television area," he sakL 

He added that the group was 
on target to realise the £3m of 
cost savings from the integration 
of Caledonian that were flagged 
at the time of the takeover in 
October 1996. 

At the half year stage, £2m of 
savings had been realised, which 
was ahead of target for £l-5m 
in the first year from acquisition. 
A further 30 staff cuts would be 
made in the second half of the 
year, taking the total head 
count reduction to 80, around 
10 per cent, since takeover. 

The integration of Grampian, 
winch was bought for £1 05m last 
month, has only just com- 
menced, but Mr Flanagan said 
that having looked at the op- 
portunities he was “comfort- 
able" with analysts’ forecasts for 
of cost savings over two 
years. 


Planning system 'pushing up land prices’ 
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Magnus Grroond 

Wilson Bowden, the Leices- 
ter-based house-builder, yes- 
terday warned that delays in the 
planning tysiem were leading to 
overheating land prices as the 
bousing market picked up. 

David Wilson, chairman and 
chief executive, said a major 
land shortage was pushing up 
prices. “They have gone up by 
20 per cent over the past year, 
which is irritating because It is 
entirety due to toe shortage cre- 
ated by the planning system, 
which we are powerless to do 
anything abouL" 

He said there was absolute- 


ly no reason why, after a plan- 
ning inquiry bad been held, it 
should take the minister 18 
months to decide whether a de- 
velopment should be allowed to 
go ahead. 

Mr Wilson called for local 


be speeded up. 

He was speaking after his 
company announced a 68 per 
cent jump in pre-tax profits to 
£29.1m for the six months to 
June. 

The interim dividend is being 
raised 10 per cent to 33p, from 
earnings per share 72 per cent 
ahead at 21.2p. 

The strong results came on 


the back of a 34 per cent jump 
in house sales, to 1,468, and an 
11 per cent rise in the average 
selling price to £113,500. 

Mr Wilson said toe good fig- 
ures were the result of a 
stronger market in the part of 
toe country soulh of Northamp- 
ton and the expansion j^ans pm 
in place two years ago. 

Forward sales for me second 
half are currently running 20 per 
cent ahead of last year and the 
company is ahead of its target 
of achieving 3,000 boose sales 
by the end of 1998. 

But Mr^ WOson said he did not 
think the housing market was 
overheating. 


“We would be surprised if 
there was a need for interest 
rate rises or anything like that," 
he said. 

The figures included 160 
sales by Trencherwood, the 
small house-builder acquired 
last year, against 250 in toe 
whole of 1996. 

There was also an £8.1m op- 
erating contribution from prop- 
ertydevelopment, up from 
£4rim before. 

The company is expecting a 
constdoabte increase for toe fall 
year as well, with further office 
developments in Sheffield and 
Nottingham to come through in 
the second half. 
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money on the Internet is not so easy 


Efl^XEEl 


"Hie proposed caive-up 
of CompuServe could 
be only the start 
of a larger shakeout 
and period of 
consolidation in a 
business which 
is generally tailing 
to live up to early 
expectations 


\_j*yen in an enterprise as hi p, new and fash- 
-I— jionable as the Internet, commercial 
reality has a nasty habit of coming home to 
toosl It is reckoned that by the turn of the 
Century, the Internet in all its various guises 
win have attracted some $ 200 bn of invest- 
ment worldwide. The revenue earning' 
powers of the Internet, however, will be lucky 
to have breached the SSObn mark. What this 
means is that for the time being the world- 
wideweb is more about hope and expecta- 
tion than anything eke, at least in commercial 
terms. AD but thelucky few will continue to 
losetnoney on it into die indefinite future. 

The proposed carve-up of CompuServe, 
then, could be only the start of a larger shake- 
out 'and period of consolidation in a business . 
which is generally failing to five up to early 
expectations. This is not to belittle toepower 
of the Internet to transform the worldecon- 
omy; by providing an alternative way of 
accessmg the customer to a whole range of 
different industries, the Internet has already 
guaranteed hs position in history. But it may 


plans on which many Internet projects are 
based are now being widely chq flengfti by 
bankers and other sources of capital. 

Unless you are Microsoft, with money to 

burn,itisnoteasytoraisefundsibrdieL 2 ZeF- 
netdjese days. One day we'll all buy our news- 
papers, do our shopping and conduct our 
banking via the Internet and there wffl be pots 
of money to be made out of iL But not yet 


Which is why, when push comes to shove, 
the authorities on both sides of the 

Atlantic win probably agree to American 
Online’s acquisition of CompuServe’s retail 
subscriber base. On the face of it, the move 
gives AOLan effective monopoly, both in the 
US and Europe. But actually it doesn't 
ieaBydo-thE. As Interact users become more 
sophisticated and technologically literate, the 
market for the ^packaged, hand-bolding, 
introductory sendee provided by the likes of 
CompuServe and AOL may in any case be 
on the wane. Certainly that is what AOL 
would find if it attempted to push up prices 
in the Wake of this acquisition. 

If even CompuServe cannot make any 
money ont of these markets, what hope for 
the legion of smaller, specialist service- 
provider hopefuls? It seems quite lately we 
will see some of these either going out of 
business entirely or being merged with 
other organisations over the year ahead. 

The web’s failure thus far to generate 
revenue in sufficient quantity to cover its 
costs is act u ally only one of the constraints 
on the Internet’s growth and power to 
transform the world. The other never to be 
underestimated constraint is that of estab- 
lished centres of commercial wealth and 
power, lb think that they are going to roll 
over and let their tammi es be traded by the 
new generation of Internet entrepreneurs is 
to underestimate the staying power of old 
wealth.- These organisations will fight litre 
alley cats to preserve their positions, and 


they will attempt to stay the pace of change 
until they themselves have adjusted their 
costs and culture to harness its powers. 

As the experience of CompuServe shows, 
creating new centres of wealth and power 
out of the Internet may not be as easy as it 
looked. 

Rail competition 
faces tough barriers 

W hen Conn ex South Central can axe 350 
rail services a week with complete 
impunity, then surely the day when the 
privatised train operators start to face com- 
petition for their passengers cannot arrive 
a moment too soon. 

The Rail Regulator, John Swift QC. may 
be thinking this as he prepares to issue a con- 
sultation paper next week asking for views 
on bow quickly the 25 train operating com- 
panies created through privatisation should 
start to. lose their monopolies. When the pre- 
vious government was fattening up the 
industry lor sale the last thing it could afford 
was to allow competition on the same routes 
from day one, so cadi franchisee received 
a period of exclusivity. 

However, all that is due to change in 1999 
when open access, to use the dreadful 
regulese, arrives in a limited way. In theory, 
that will allow up to 20 per cent of rail ser- 
vices m each franchise area to be thrown open 
to competition with rival operators using the 


same trad: to offer competing services. 

As things stand, there is already a modest 
degree of competition, on the railways — 
partly by dint of the way the franchise map 
was drawn up. Passengers have a choice of 
three services from central . London to 
Gatwick, there are two competing services 
to Birmingham and there is even limited 
competition for passengers travelling to 
Scotland between InterQty West Coast and 
Great North Eastern. 

In practice, the amount of extra compe- 
tition produced by open access is likely to 
be small. If Connex South Central could not 
make a go of its new Metro sendee into .the 
capital in an area not well served by the l\ibe 
and with £75m of subsidies a year, then who 
else is going to be tempted to have a go? 

There will be some areas of the network 
where operators win be tempted to cherry 
pidcRimardBnin 9 on’s Virgin, which already 
operates the west coast line, may tty jishand 
at running services up the east coast, for 
instance, not least because it wOl have a shiny 
new£750m fleer of tilting trains at hs disposal. 

But others will be less keen on competi- 
tion. There are two barriers. One is practi- 
cal - there are only so many trains that can 
use the same piece of track before disaster 
overtakes the network. The other is politi- 
cal. The new Government is more interested 
in promoting an integrated transport system 
answerable to passengers' needs than 
encouraging competition willy niUy. The last 
thing it wants & a repetition of the experi- 


ence that befell the bus jntfcistiywtb preda- 
tory pricing and operators leapfroggnJgO^ 
another's services to gain a competitive edge- 
The simplest way to increase tail services 
would be to impose higher minimum service 
levels on the operators. It was never satis- 
factory that they got away wi thout even hSjV" 
ing to operate existing timetables when the 
franchises were let. unfortunately, theoniy 
way to make this palatable would be either 
to extend the franchises or pumpmor® su °~ 
sidies into the network. All in all a ttktyo ® 6 
for the rail regulator and bis political over- 
lord John Prescott. 

Confusion on the 
Stock Exchange 

A ny investors hoping to flog their British 
Energy shares yesterday morning were 
likely id be sorely disappointed. In an ex- 
traordinary cock-up, trading had to be sus- 
pended for well over two hours as the Stock 
Exchange investigated why some market 
makers were still quoting partly paid share 
prices when the stock had gone fully paid. 
A storm in a teacup maybe, but nobody likes 
to see markets confused in this way, for how- 
ever short a period. Given that ensuring an 
orderly market is one of the few responsi- 
bilities left on the shoulders of the Slock Ex- 
change these days, it seems astonishing that 
its reminder of the transition had somehow 
not got through to market makers. 


For years, customers have packed their groceries themselvea Now some stores are considering going full circle reports Nigel Cope 
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Tesco prepares 
to reintroduce 
the delivery boy 


men 



Tesco is set to announce an ex- 
pansion of its home delivery op- 
eration in toe next few weeks 
in a move which will bring the 
concept of electronic shopping 
and the virtual store one step 
closer. 

Tbsco Direct offers customers 
the choice of placing grocery or- 
ders via the telephone, fax, or 
through the Internet. The or- 
ders are then delivered to their 
homes for a charge of £5. 

The service is already oper- 
ating in five areas, including Os- 


Liang plans to 
develop the service further 
though the supermarket group 
yesterday declined to give fur- 
ther details ahead of its results 
next week. _- ■■ 

Tesco’s move is one of several 
home delivery initiatives being 
aggressively rolled out. Iceland 
last week announced plans to 
offer its home delivery service 
nationwide backed by a fleet of 
850 vans. Burton, the fashion re- 
tailer, started selling its Evans 
brand via the Internet at the 
weekend. Its other formats, in- 
cluding Dorothy Perkins, 


On-line shopping 


9.000- 


flwenues (Smffions) 1 



Debenhams, Principles and 
Racing Green, wiH start trading 
electronically over the next two 
months. 

Analysts are divided on the 
significance of these develop- 
ments. Andersen Consulting 
estimates that up to 20 per cent 
of supermarket stopping could 
be conducted via non-store 
electronic channels by 2000 . 
But dive Vaughan of Verdict 
Research is more sceptical; “I 
think there is a genuine desire 
among retailers to check out 
these new channels. But I don’t 
believe they will go mass map- 


ket without companies invest- 
ing sizeable aims in them. Are 
they really going to do that and 
jeopardise their store portfolio? 
I think the idea is that they want 
to control it and keep what lit- 
tle business there is in their own 
hands.” 

Of the major supermarkets 
Tfesco is already the most ad- 
vanced in home delivery. It has 
been running Tfesco Direct for 
nearly a year with an electron- 
ic store that offers 20.000 lines. 
Half of its customers Ordbr by 
jjbone qpg fax yith tb,^. re- 
mainder rising the Internet site. 

Salisbury's is being more 
cautious but is also looking to 
arena its trials. It has been run- 
ning an Order and Collect ser- 
vice in Watford and Solihull 
Under this service customers 


but must come to the su- 
permarket to collect the shop- 
ping. Hie charge is £2. 

Salisbury's also runs an of- 
fice shopping service ai Hewlett 
Packard which it is looking to 
extend later this year. Staff at 
the HP office in Bracknell or- 
der their groceries through the 
office computer. The goods are 


Back to the future: Tesco is at the forefront of moves to reintroduce home delivery for groceries 


then delivered to the car park 
at specific times in the afternoon 
from the local branch of Sava- 
Centie in CalcoL . 

Safeway has been running a 
service called Cbllect and Go in 
two stores since July. This is sim- 
ilar to Sainsbuiy’s Call and 
(foiled scheme though it only 
offers dry groceries, not dulled 
or frozen items. Steve Webb, 
Safewa/s marketing director, 
says: are not wholly certain 

what customers want yeL We 
are seeing if there is sufficient 


interest and the results have 
been encouraging so far.” 

The centra] conundrum for 
the supermarkets and other re- 
tailers is that if the electronic 
shopping home delivery does 
gain mass market acceptance, 
it will take customers out of the 
stores, leaving the retailers with 
a redundant store portfolio. 

The initial costs are also very 
high for an uncertain reward. 
Iceland is investing £l2m in its 
home deliveiy operation and 
admits it will not break even this 


year. Given that Iceland is not 
charging for the service it is re- 
lying on a significant, and un- 
specified increase in sales 
volumes, to make the service 
pay for itself 

Even Tesco’s £5 charge would 
not cover its costs, according to 
Verdict’s Mr Vhughan. His view 
is that customers in tower 
blocks or in homes that are off 
the beaten track would be far 
more expensive to service. 

Many retail analysts feel that 
the home delivery operations 


being tested by retailers are 
more defensive than strategic. 
. They feel retailers are protect- 
ing themselves against potential 
new entrants who may have low- 
er cost bases. 

It is a battle which the high 
street banks also face. With their 
expensive branch networks, the 
major clearers will struggle to 
compete with Internet banking 
operations which have lower 
costs than telephone-based 
providers such as Fnst Direct. 

For retailers it is ironic that 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


after decades of encouraging 
customers to do more of the 
work in the form of self-service,, 
packing and even self-scanning, 
the market appears to being go- 
ing fell circle - back to the de- 
livery boy. 

Iceland's nationwide launch 
.was criticised by many analysts 
who said it was too expensive to 
operate and loo easily copied to 
be successful. But it would only 
take one of the big four super- 
market operators to break 
ranks and the rest would follow. 


IN BRIEF 


Energis earns £30m of deals from BBC 

Energjs, the long-distance phone business in the process of be- 
ing floated by its owner. National Grid, announced two drals worth 
around £30m to supply communications services to the BBC They 
come on top of a landmark £ 10 Qm, 10 -year contract secured by 
Energis in 1995 to link op the BBC's radio and TV sites aero® 
the UK Hie first of the new contracts will provide digital sound 
and picture links between the BBCs London base at Television 
Centre and regional headquarters m Cardiff, Glasgow and Belfast 
l T i*LiStt The second deal will give journalists faster computer licks to a 
digital newsgathering system. Mike Grabiner, Energis chief ex- 
ecutive, said the 10 -year contracts would strengthen the compa- 
ny's foothold in the broadcasting and media industries. 

US bank buys London Global Securities 

London Global Securities, the stock lending company, has been 
bought bv Donaldson Lufkin & Jenrette, the Wall Street invest- 
meSbaitii. Financial terms of the 
though the price is understood to be around £5^Mfchad 
managing director, will continue to run London Global, which 
has a total staff of 45. including directors. 

# Traffic picks up in Eurotunnel 



tie services in June and earner anncmu» uu C - 

Tourist traffic on Le Shuttle in August w® up 25 per 
pair worKs. iou . 0 f jurist vehicles including motor- 

n ^n?‘“d camper™* on Le Shuttle m 
..... .si 437 compared with 304,032 m August 
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ESwronfcd 681,663 pamjmgem m August. 
££p£!d rvilh 566247 passengers a year earlier. 

Forth Ports expects Improved results 
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British Energy 

suspended over 
price confusion 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Hading in British Energy shares 
was halted for more than two 
hours yesterday as confusion 
surrounded whether dealers 
should quote the price includ- 
ing the second privatisation in- 
stalment- In what the Stock 
Exchange said was a very rare 
event, the nuclear generator’s 
shares were suspended at 

8.44am and did not reappear on 

dealing screens until after Ham. 

Separately yesterday it 
emerged that the company did 
not expect to find a new chief 
executive until the end of this 
year to fill the post left after the 
surprise resignation in June of 
Robert Hawfcy. Tbe departure 
r»n-|f. after the board told Mr 
Hawley he would not succeed 
John Robb as chairman when 
his contract expired in 1999. 
The company said it had not 


found a candidate for the job 
and, until searches proved suc- 
cessful, Mr Robb would act as 
executive chairman. 

The trading glitch yesterday 
came when some market-mak- 
ers, who match buyers with sell- 
ers, were apparently unaware 
that the company’s share price 
had to be quoted as fully paid 
from yesterday, including the sec- 
ond instalment of 98p a share. 
The shares had opened more 
than 44 per cent hi^ier than Fri- 
day’s 20d5p dose, at 301p, to re- 
flect the fully paid price. 

British Energy shares were 
offered to investors at 203p in 
July 1996, in a controversial pri- 
vatisation which raised £l.4bn 
for the Ureasury. Small share- 
holders were given a 5p dis- 
count, with the cash payable in 
two instalments, the first of 
100p, with the balance of 9Sp 
due on 16 September. 

The Stock Exchange said it 



John Robb: stepping in until chief executive post is filled 


had told dealers of the im- 
pending change in July, with a 
follow-up announcement on its 
oewswire service. A spokesman 
said the Exchange could not ex- 
plain why some market-makers 
were yesterday" morning stHJ 
quoting partly paid prices. 

The share price had to be 
quoted as fully paid from yes- 
terday because for technical 
reasons investors who sold their 
shares before 16 September 
would still need to pay the sec- 
ond instalment. Until last Friday 


shareholders could sell the stock 
and pass responsibility for tbe 
second payment to the buyer. 

The Stock Exchange 
spokesman insisted nobody was 
to blame for the confusion and 
added that only seven trades 
had apparently been made be- 
fore the suspension. 

British Energy said the mess 
was “obviously to do with ad- 
ministration at the Stock Ex- 
change”: The shares dosed at 
309p, equivalent to a rise ofZ5p 
on a Uke-for-like basis. 


France to sell 20% of Telecom 


Chris Godsmark 


The French government yes- 
terday reactivated the sale of a 
stake in France Tfeleoom, the 
huge state-owned phone com- 
pany, in a move which could 
raise more ■ than Ffr90bu 
(£ 9 , 4 bn) and would cement 
closer ties with lhe group’s 
partner, Deutsche Tfelefcom. 

The sell-off was originally 
planned for June by the previ- 
ous conservative administra- 
tion but was abandoned, along 


with other planned privatisa- 
tions, by the new socialist gov- 
ernment under the Prime 
Minister, Lionel Jospin. 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, tbe 
Finance Minister, said yesterday 
that the government intended to 
sell around 20 per cent of 
Ranee Telecom to private and 
institutional investors. 

He said ministers also wanted 
Deutsche THekom to own a fa- 
ther 15 per cent stake in the 
company after tbe sale. France 
Telecom would buy a similar 


sized stake in the German 
carrier. Tbe two phone groups 
already collaborate in the 
Global One alliance with Sprint, 
the US long-distance operator. 

In addition, France Telecom’s 
employees would own around 3 
per cent, bringing the total stake 
released by toe government to 
more than 30 per cent. Mr 
Strauss-Kahn insisted the sale 
was not the same as a privatisa- 
tion. “This is an opening of toe 
capital. Privatisation means fell- 
ing more than 50 per cent.” 


The syndicate of banks and 
brokers created under the pre- 
vious plans, which could have 
seen up to 49 percent of trance 
Tfeleoom sold, was still in place 
in the hope that the sale would 
ultimately receive the go-ahead. 

Analysts said the govern- 
ment needed to raise fends to 
help reduce its borrowings. 

On Friday it was confirmed 
that Air France will not be pri- 
vatised, prompting Christian 
Blanc, toe airline's chairman, to 
hand in his resignation. 
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Share spotlight 


alas pries, 'pncs 



Property provides the focus as Footsie drifts 


SONDJ F-MAU-UASL/j 


Property dominated a lack- 
lustre stock market. Footsie 
drifted aiml essly in thin trad- 
ing and if there had not been 
an outbreak of speculation in 
property industry the mar- 
ket would have been in danger 
of dozing off completely. 

The debate surrounding 
MEPC, the nation’s third 
largest property group, was 
one of toe main features. 

The breakdown of merger 
talks with Bnrfbrd and the 
subsequent £247 cash bid for 
rile PSIT property group 
nudged MEPC 7p higher to 
476^p. 

MEPCTs proposed deal with 
Burford was seen as a much 
needed opportunity to inject 
new management into the 
slumbering group. Nigel Wray, 
Burford 's chairman, and Nick 
Leslau, chief executive, were 
expected to take top jobs in the 
enlarged group. 

But the talks foundered over 
how management roles should 


be split. MEPC went off to boy 
PSIT and Burford retired to 
lick its wounds. Its shares fell 
a further 8p to I08p. They 
were 121p before the talks 
were called off- 

Some are unhappy that Bur- 
ford, which has an entrepre- 
neurial image, was prepared to 
be submerged into what would 
have been a £4bn property 
giant. 

Hammerson, off 8ip at 
442Jp, lurks in the back- 
ground. It too had unsuccess- 
ful talks with MEPC and some 
think it may be tempted to 
return with a hostile offer. 
British Land, little changed at 
595 -5p, is another considered 
to be a posable bidder. 

British Aerospace, P&O and 
Great Universal Stores were 
indirect beneficiaries of the 
outbreak of interest in the 
srty industry. Thlk that it 
_ it float its Arlington prop- 
erty division lifted BAe, ex- 
pected to produce sharply 
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DEREK PAIN 

stodc market reporter of the year 


higher interim profits on 
Thursday, 31p to 1467^p, a 
record. An Arlington deal 
could accompany the figures, 
expected to be up £100m at 

P&O, 13p higher at 6 60.5 p, 
was drawn mto the debate fol- 
lowing reports fhaf it planned 
to unveil details- of its Bovis 
building offshoot’s flotation 
next week, and Great Univer- 
sal Stores, still anticipating 
the arrival of American Rose 
Marie Bravo at its Burbenys 
division, got further support 
from comments about its 
sprawling property portfolio. 
With speculation that Bur- 
benys might be floated, the 
shares led the blue chip leader 


board with a 20.5p gain to 
663p. 

Footsie ended 9 points off at 
4,985.2 with volume well below 
the market's perceived break- 
even leveL Second and third- 
liners enjoyed a little more 
support than their peers. 

ScoCrishFower celebrated a 
firm American debut with a 
7.5p flicker to 469p. Brewer 
Bass fell 7p to 837_5p on stories 
that SBC Wartnirg had down- 
graded; the securities bouse de- 
nied any change of stance. 

There was utter confusion 
eariy cm in British Energy, with 
the shares quoted with and 
without its second call After 
a short suspension trading re- 
sumed including the 98p call. 


rsnCTng price was 30&5p, in ef- 
fect up 2p 

Standard Chartered fell 1 Ip 
to 7974p despite Merrill lynch 
support bul RoUs-Boyee, after 
recent weakness, rose 2p to 
230p. 

Manoeuvring ahead of to- 
morrow’s Footsie changes saw 
possible casualties rally. Mer- 
cury Asset Management rose 

23p to L2G9p, and Hanson 5-5p 
to317p. Sim life & Provincial, 
a possible candidate in De- 
cember if its £6 90m Equity & 
Law takeover goes through, 
was little changed at 403p. 

Chirosrience, ahead of a 
US presentation, rose 14p to 
2974p and Tcafficmaster, in- 
volved m merger talks with 
Tracker Network, advanced 
17.5p to 396p; Tracker spurted 
65p to 610p. 

Estate agent Saviils finned 
24p to 13 Op. First Pacific of 
Hong Kong said it would 
splash out H7m buying shares 
at 160p for a 20 percent stake. 


John Tams, a potter, gained 
I2p to 55 -5p on a. bid ap- 
proach and Northstar, a prop- 
erty tiddler, rose 6.5p to 45p 
after disclosing that major 

stakes may change hands. 

Helicon, a reference pub- 
lisher, rose 2p to 9ZSp after 
ginning a dea l to supply online 
v.for CFs educational net- 


WOk«- 

Profit warnings lowered tex- 
tile group John Haggas lOp to 
70p and Veto, an electncal 
. gyoup, 10-5pio S9p. 

internation- 
al held at l, 1474p. Interim Gg- 
urra have been brought toward 
to today. A small loss, is ex- 
pected There are hopes that toe 
group wffl attest producedetaDs 

of its signalled alliance with US 


Dicxoaungior 

straits, used to keep arteries 
open. There is taJkof other finks 
mth toe US gteot whidi already 
has a Bio stake. 


Taking Stock 


QMeggitt gained £5p to 

TMn, highest for 10 years, as 
it dmched a deal with the 
German Siemens Nixdorf 
group to provide specialist 
software forth* petrol indus- 
try. The Germans have a con- 
tract from the Exxon giant to 
Install computer systems at 
Esso service stations. 

n BTG. die development 
group, rose I9p to. a W*5p 
peak as analysts inspected its 
revolutionary Torotrack gear- 
box. Last week Shell pro- 
duced a range of oils for 

Torotrack. 

□ UK Estates, which fended 
off a pim bid from Ashquay 
is expected to buy m 2^ mil- 
liou shares at np to 29p to- . 
morrow. The company, which 
recently sold its flagship St 
Anne's House, Manchester is 
likely to make a substantial 
properly purchase soon. Its 
shares are 25p. 
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As the dust settles in East Asia, 
the hunt for new markets goes on 


F or anyone investing in 
emerging markets, 
August was indeed a 
wicked month. The plunge of 
the markets in East Asa wiped 
out the profits of the first half 
of the year of the whole sector 
- not just the profits from the 
collapsing East Asian markets, 
but the profits on the other mar- 
kets which had not fallen at all. 

Now in September the pro- 
fessional investment managers 
are pondering what happens 
next. Is the entire concept of 
emerging market' investment 
gravely damaged and should 
there be a flight to the sup- 
posed safety of more estab- 
lished markets? Or will people 
distinguish between the vari- 
ous regions more and more, 
switc hin g from East Asia to 
other areas like Latin Amer- 
ica and Eastern Europe? 

It is really too early to try to 
answer that question because 
the East Asian markets and cur- 
rencies have yet to settle down. 
Still, there are a couple of 
early pointers to the direction 
that investment flows will take 
in the coming months, three of 

which deserve further ailenhon. 

The first of these is the in- 
creasingly dear distinction be- 
ing made between the 
economic policies of different 
East Asian countries. One of 
the most alarming features of 
the markets during August 
was the systemic nature of the 
collapse: fundamentally sound 
currencies (like the Hong 
Kong dollar) were hit along 
with Indonesian rupiah and the 
Malaysian ringgi tt. Now, grad- 
ually, an element of order is re- 
turning. A dear distinction is 
being made between coun- 
tries whose governments have 
acknowledged past misjudg- 
ments and are starting to cor- 
rect them (like Indonesia), 
those tbat keep on making 
policy errors (lute Thailand), 
and those whose most obvious 
response is to blame everyone 
else (like Malaysia). 

This discrimination is much 



Tiger scores 1997 


Hamish 

McRae 

The whole 
Russian market 
is capitalised at 
$39bn, a bit more 
than the value of 
Barclays Bank. 
The potential is 
obvious 


more healthy than blanket con- 
demnation. Ultimately what 
matters in determining the 
price of equities is the financial 
performance of the companies 
whose shares are being traded; 
and that performance is influ- 
enced profoundly by the qual- 



le countries in which they are 
based Discrimination sail; sys- 
temic share price movements 
are irrational and destructive. 

The second pointer is tbat 
the flight from East Asian eq- 
uities has not meant a flight 
from the area altogether, for 
much of the money seems to 
be switching into local bonds. 
Currencies are starting to enhn 
and while it mil be many 
months before confidence is 
rebuilt, at least they offer dear 
value. James Capers emerging 
market team notes that some 
Asian currencies are over- 


shooting their equilibrium 
levels, which in theory ought 
to offer buying opportunities. 

Some of these buying op- 
portunities wfll be in local 
bonds- The inevitable pobey re- 
sponse to a crisis -of overheat- 
ing is a squeeze on public 
spending, as is happening for 
example in Malaysia. Anything 
which reduces pressure on the 
capital market, like cuts in 
puDlic spending, makes fixed 
interest investments more at- 
tractive. It follows once East 
Asian currencies are perceived 
to have bottomed out, bonds 
will be the principal beneficiary. 

The dura pouter is the fact 
flat there has been virtually no 
fall-out beyond the East Asian 
region. More than this, die de- 
motion of the previous gener- 
ation of stars has encouraged 
a hunt for new ones. BNP, 
which has recently established 


a unit looking at investments 
on the fringe markets, is pro- 
moting investment in a num- 
ber of East European markets: 
the equities of Bulgaria, Serbia 
and Croatia, treasury bills in 
Ukraine and Romania, and 
municipal paper in Russia. 

The upgrading of Eastern 
Europe and the return to fash- 
ion of Latin America have 
been two of the features noted 
in a new study by American Et- * 
press Bulk’s economics team. 
It has calculated a “tiger index” 
which scores different countries* 
quality of economic policy- 
making and performance; the 
top 20 and the bottom five are 
shown on the chart As yon can 
see the “conventional” tigers, 
an in East Aria, still come out 
fop despite the recent hiccups. 
But there are some in teresting 
other countries creeping up 
file league. The Czech Repub- 


lic and Poland are there; so are 
Argentina and Chile; even Rus- 
sia just creeps in. Amex notes 
tbat the East -Asian countries 
have not in general improved 
their scores over the last 10 
years, while countries in Latin 
America and Eastern Europe 
have done so. 

Of course anyone wanting to 
invest in Russia must be aware 
of the risks involved. But the 
value is st unning The whole 
Russian market is capitalised 
at S39bn. That is a bit more 
than the market ca p i talisat ion 
ofBardays Bank, but much less 

than HSBC and Lloyds. 
Rationally, should the entire 
commerce and industry of 
Russia be worth the same as 
that of our third largest bank? 
The potential is obvious: 
Russia does not need to do very 
well to do a whole lot better. 

A further small boost to 
Russian investment will come 
from its inclusion in the index 
of emeigmg markets ran by the 
World Bank affiliate, the EFC, 
along with Israel, Egypt. 
Morocco and Slovakia. Being 
included in an index of itself 
means little - except that ft 
shows that the world invest- 
ment community is taking 
these countries seriously. 

Of course things can still fall 
apart in Russia as anywhere else. 
'Hie disruption of East Asia 
could stiD spread to the other 
time zones. But each day that 
efy.Ac- 
' it seems sensible to ex- 
pect the emerging markets of 
the American and European 
time-zones to receive much 
more attention from investors 
in the months to come. At 
some stage the bunt for more 
and more outlandish countries 
will reach its natural oonduaoo. 

But there is momentum in 
the quest for value in hither- 
to untrodden ground. Who 
would have thoagbt, five years 
ago, that a large investment 
bank would be urging its cus- 
tomers to consider buying 
Ukrainian treasury bills? 


Rory Bremner sure to 
make a good impression 

People & Business 


The world and his brother is 
addressing this year's CBI 
National Conference in No- 
vember. For the first time 
the ar |Tinal bullfight in Birm- 
ingham will boast all three 
party political leaders, al- 
though Tbny Blair mil ad- 
dress the throng via a giant 
video screen. 

Wiliam Hague of the 
Conservative Party mD be 
there on the first day, Mon- 
day, 10 November, while 
Faddy Ashdown will say bis 
bit the next morning. 

Just to prove the CBI con- 
ference is the place to see 
and be seen, Gordon Brown, 
John Prescott, David Blan- 
ket! and Margaret Beckett 
will further swell the ranks of 
the junketecrs. Howard 
Davies, chairman of SIB, wil/ 
address a breakfast meeting 
on Monday and John Birt, 
senior Dalek at the Beeb, 
will deliver his tuppenny 
worth on Tuesday. 

If that isn't enough corpo- 
rate wisdom for you. Sir 
Stanley Kahns of Dixons and 
Martin Taylor of Barclays 
wiU debate the merits of the 
single currency (sounds like 
a crowd puller) while 
Stephen Norris of the Road 
Haulage Association will ar- 
gue about the environment 

Adair Itarner, the CBTs 
director general, says: “We 
expect some contention, but 
also some areas of consensus 
and common ground.” 

And to cap it all, impres- 
sionist Rory Bremner will do 
his turn at the opening din- 
ner. An evil thought occurs 
to me. Why not hire Bremn- 
er to do everyone else’s 
speeches as well? It would be 
a whole lot cheaper and a 
whole Jot quicker. 

Gticoip is building its Euro- 
pean headquarters right next 
to The Independent's offices 
in Canary Wharf in London’s 
Docklands. Glancing out at 
the rapidly rising concrete 
block, I see the builders have 





Rory Bremner: One of the 
pack at the (SI conference 

painted floor numbers on the 
side: 10, 11, 12, 12+1. There 
is going to be no I3th floor, 
just as there is no 13th floor 
in our own tower. 

A spokesperson for the of- 
fice complex explains it is up 
to the individual owners of 
the buildings, in this case 
Citicorp, whether supersti- 
tion is observed or noL 
. In the Far East, appareni- 
no-one likes having fourth 
oors, as the Japanese word 
for “four” sounds the same 
as “death”. This is also why 
there is no Irion Series Four 
palm top computer - the 
company has followed its Se- 
ries Three model with a Se- 
ries Five. Who would want a 
“death" personal organiser? 

Panm nre Gordon has lost 
two analysis from its smaller 
companies team. Charlie 
Campbell is to join SBC 
Warburg in October in its 
smaller cap building compa- 
nies team. Sara Wig- 
glesworth left Panmure a 
couple of weeks ago after six 
years with the firm in order 
to spend more time with her 
family. 

Peter Johnson is splitting his 
top job at Park Food Group, 
bringing in Alastair Kerr 
from Virgin Retail Europe to 


be chief executive while he 
remains as chairman and 
controlling shareholder. 

The appointment of Mr 
Kerr, 47, will allow Mr John- 
son to step back a bit from 
the food hamper business he 
founded 30 years ago and 
devote more time to being 
chairman of his beloved 
Evcnon Football Club. 

Mr Kerr has spent the post 
seven years helping turn ^ 
around Richard Branson's 
continental retail operations, 
growing the number of stores 
from three to 50. 

“The hamper business is 
not a growth business any 
longer,” says Mr Kerr. 

As the reverberations from 
Martin Owen's departure di- 
minish. Nat West Markets' 
new chief executive. Chip 
Kruger, has just about com- 
pleted his new team, with 
yesterday’s appointment of 
Robert Croft the lost big 
signing for the moment. 

Mr Croft has spent the 
past nine years with Morgan 
Stanley as an internal audi- 
tor. He will be managing di- 
rector and global head of 
audit both for NatWcsl Mar- 
kets and Global Financial 
Markets, Natwcst's renamed 
treasury operation. 

The new boy will be in- 
volved in the operation and 
improvement of risk man- 
agement across the invest- 
ment bank. 

Martin Myerscongh, finance 
director at AIM-listed drugs 
developer KS Biomcdix, has 
an interesting side line, I 
hear. He's helping develop a 
w ashing machine which will 
“do for the washing machine 
market what Dyson did for 
vacuum cleaners”. 

Sources say the machine 
will be the same size as an 
ordinary washing machine, 
but will take double the load . 
and wash it quicker. 

John WiHcock 


business ^ 


_ 7S 


r 


ipul- 

ssive 


astle 

efor 

the 

fthe 

S-It 

and 

x*h 

'are 

ont 

ie", 

arc 

wn. 


13 

* 


of 

a 

of 

:ir 

»n 

jr 

Id 

id 

:d 

y. 

tc 

d 

•e 

r- 

o 

v 


n v Jit'. j5TC f ’ 


a 


Foreign Exchange Rates mmouam 

Staffing . - i Dotar 

Spot 1 montfi Smooth* 


Country 

US 

Carafe 

Gannary 

Franca 

ttajy 

ar 

Belgium 

Danmark 


15855 ■ 61-58 

21930 71-68 209-201 

24647 97-90 2B9-Z7B 

98406340-320 920480 
27925 02-M 164X7 

-82.17 ID+nO 307-302 

14596 35-SI 08- W 

59155 21-15 50-51 

0908340-290 00-900 
32267 0649 30304 

10672 62 22-* 

Norway 11781360-290 990880 
Spain 24169 37-26 TI6-97 

Sweden 12349 3000 920400 

Switzerland 23467 W-05 34*328 

ftBSBla* 2.1703 39-84 EfrTS 

Hong Kong 0284 02 OWf 

Mafcqsto 4870 34-5! 02-143 

New Zealand* 24312 2636 JO-77 

Saudi Arabia 53465 37-33 «Mg. 
Stopywre 24021 4944 153- Mi I 


Spot 1 montfi Snook* 


1000 

13832.. 

18068 

60808 

17813 

12120 

10883 

37310 

68796 

20351 

14858 

74306 

15244 

Z7B89 

14001 

13688 

rats 

29463 

15712 

3J505 

1560 


3231 
39-38- 
1B-H3 
TOUTS 
62-51 
14-S . 
78-74 
H9-16 
4342 
8-7 
147-142 
H 
93-88 
54-53 
7-5 
5-0 
4060 
7-9 
60 
19-* 


8908 
. ifr-ie 
850048 
465-480 
152-131 
-46-47 
226024 
3B5-3S5 
12B-127 
18-16 
436419 
23-21 
280279 
*1-159 
2623 
13-* 
185- J45 
31-33 
*■» 
58-53 


D-Mait 

ap"* 

— 0553S 
07665 
10000 
' 33654 

9*812 
670827 
05095 
' 206498 
38078 
11284 
03725 
KVX 
843702 
43*9 
08192 
07576 
42880 
18306 
08698 
20758 
08385 


Other Spot Rates*. ■ 06IQM7 

Stuffing Doter Cotrtry 


,-JpOuniry 

Argortma 

Austria 

Brad 

China 

n? 

Ghana 

Greece 

has, 

Kuwait 


15852 

201585 

17338 

131454 

53882 

05953 

3497* 

451756 

580294 

04842 


Doter 

08995 

12.7143 

10932 

82884 

33995 

220500 

284840 

366000 

03053 


WjBria 

Oman 

Pakistan 

SSPES 05 

PWSJflBl 
Qatar 
Russia . 
South Africa 
Taiwan 
UAH 


Staring 

1297* 

00*8 

642005 

510692 

290543 

57713 

926541 

74431 

453881 

53254 


Doter 

80900 
03851 
404795 
322000 
183250 
3840 
584200 
46930 
28 6*0 
38730 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany ... - US 

Base TOO* Discount 230% Prime 850* .Discount 050* 

Prance- Lombard 450* DtaoouK 500* BMgfun-'. 

IterventefT 330*', Caned*-.' .. Fad finds . 550* .DbcoutX-. 2 5P* 
Italy • - Prtna 479* Sprit i .Cnmral 300* 

Discount . 625* Dbcouqt 298* THfey flepo525% Swftzertand 
Nritei rieodl Denmark - Sweden -Disc art 100* 

Advances 300* Discount. 325* Repo (Are) 4** . Lombard na% 


Forward raise quoted high » to* areal a dtecounfc subtract from spot rate 
Roto quoted low to high ore at a premium; add to spot raw 

•Doter raws quoted a* reciprocrie. 

For tfw kaeri tarign awhange rates caB COOT 1233033. 

Cote cost 50p per mlnuta. 


Coutty 

UK 
up 


Yields e*BMKM»«7 




HSBCN 

tetaan— ice 

v 

ytata* 

10»r 

jMd* 

Country 


ytaW« 


yteM* 

74* 

348 

745* 

0J» 

NatfflvKto 629* 

544 

673* 

344 

683* 

634 

629% 

634 

Sprit* 

740* 

822 

748* 

622 

550* 

618 

680* 

618 

Iriy 

625% 

850 

675* 

550 

104* 

601 

679* 

640 

Begum' 

. 60* 

678 

625% 

678 

04* 

5.70 

600* 

698 

Sweden 

134* 

553 

650* 

653 

4.79* 

356 

690% 

950 

ECU OAT 

600* 

. 544 

550* 

54* 


Franca 

VMdic*kUiM*nk*WtHl». . 


Money Market Rates ■*HDSflSA7 

orragu rov 

Irwtark O’. 7h* 8*i7'« 

Storing CDs 

LocalAuStatyDeps 8** Pa 

tfccaunt tartan ttapi - 6"* 

TWgtgBteWfl - 

ECU Unted Dap - - - - 


i Moron 

3 Houma 

B Hontt— 

1Yte 

7 7* 

7V 7 hi 

Th. 7h» 

7h« 7*a 

6* - 

8*» 

7»« 

71* 

84 

6«» 

7H 

7% 

8<Hl 

6“m 

. 

_ 

642 

547 

535 

570 

4* 4 

4h* 4*B 

4i. 4e 

4-r4* . 


Tourist Rates **i 

£ Buys 

AdrtaiefDoleat 2.1083 
AusHtpcWSngfl' 19.7325 

fertfumlFianca) 57.0800 
OwJajDolare) . 21375 
Cypruepund*) 08290 
DenrarkflOonat) '10.7425 
Ho0nnd(Gi*Jora} 3.1460 
Ftatand(Marta) 84600 


EBuya 

R*nce(Ftencs} 84125 
Germany (Matey 28025 
Greeoe(DiBchnirt) 4433500 
HonpKbnflffto*sra) 71.9275 
trriandpuntri 1.0473 

IWytUcaJ 27522500 
fepanf/an} 1835000 
Uate(Li1} 08210 


E Buys 

New2Manrf(DoBenD 24225 
NorwayfKranefl 11.5550 
Portugal (Bcudo^ 2932500 
SpatyPesetas} 2350000 
SwefonCKiwiar) 121950 
SwfasrtondfFrancs) 23100 
TucknytUra) 2577000000 
Unted StataafiMara) 15500 


Liffe Financial Futures **m054WB7 

Contract Settlement Htgh/Lim 

lordey 


UmoGS 

QmnarGwBd 


JkmuQmI.- 
3Mfa3wftig 

SMtiBamark 

SMtiEimin 

aiHiEunwi 
3 Mth Eimnns* 

SIAhECU 

naE loo 
FiS2» 


DOC 97 
Sup 97 
Sup 97 

Qctm 
obcot 
Sep 87 
Dec 97 
Dec 97 

Sep 97 
Dec 97 
Sep 97 
Dec 97 
Sep 97 
S*p97 


Srittontant 

pries 

116-10 
102A7 
fl@a2 
i&M 
' §03 . 
9251 
9681 
9646 
93.19 
B38B 
89.40 
9846 
8613 
9582 

5003.0 

47165 


115-25 115-07 

10250. .10259 

10672 . 108.10 

12742 ■ . 12738 
06L74 

M 9259 

9661 9680 

9648 9645 

9620 93.18 

9359 gam 

9655 9644 

aaz7 sail 

9633 95 Bl 

9654 9553 

50654 43704 

47154 46B54 


EBtOorda 

tended 

12480 
. 35732... 

43856 

1011 

«1« 

12755 

630 

25689 

9132 

14858 

0 

BS42 

20650 

667 

673 

12921 

773 


Open 

Interest 


11271 

zor 

103956 

nfe 

101306 

130904 

1078 

285042 

83450 

99504 

60467 

>0092 

10346 

63643 

5432 


Setuemere price: 5000 
Serfs* 

Sep 

Oct 

No* 

fee 


0 Index Option amor 

ckMftno -oftor pries 

CriUPut 

4850 

5000 

5050 

5100 

Totri/raie 

113/56 

B4/B0 

50/109 

37/142 

-• 

100/122 

161/144 

132/167 

111/197 

-• 

254/163 

22SV184 

1961207 

172/235 

— 

300/189 

271/210 

242/233 

217/259 

110/161 


_ MB0SD8O7 

Brent Crude (S/banaQ Gaaofl (I/lonna) 
ire 330pm *ctiQ Yrego IPE dose *cbg 


Wn Product* t (Sterne} 

6pra Spot OF NW Europe 


Oct 1638 +044 Sep 16450 +TJ5 

NM 1650 +010 Oct 165.75 +675 

Dec 1680 +042 Now 18750 +035 

Wet 16764 tatac1636 Wot: 15131 

sa*wiinMOHiaM rwa mna wwifaiw 


Index 


Commodity Indices 

S*M date +Spot Motag D ay 
1970-100 1BSJ24 +041 

1970—100 24237 -044 

. 1983-100 71/41 +147 

Metals 1977—100 18044 +038 

linstock 1970-100 18640 +048 

PredoosUetriSt 873^100 41&46 +044 

1Ckaaaio>Q5S*p97 


Oct 1940 P»sm.UntaBdad 215C18 

Nov 1940 NspNhe 1847187 

Dec 2600 EC Gasoil ' 163/104 

fen 2600 fiurfO* 0095 

l tta-naOSipnainOirepani WBmc—1 


GSO tndicfle 

31 Dm UtenYTO VaareBB »ohg Vr 

21556 0-30 20647 -041 

23143 +440 26448 021 

8546 -1683 7145 -675 

180.79 +7.14 18320 +1678 

191.03 -148 IB 643 -444 

46344 041 49040 -1«7 


Industrial MetalswmiMw 

London Mriri Exchange 

_ 

S/hme Cash 

3nHhs 

Wunw 

LUE Stocks 


chg 

Aluminium HG 

1803-1805 

J 622-1023 

113818 

703800' 

+ 

82S 

MuririunAtey 

7425-1430 

1450-1485 

use 

53220 

- 

60 

Copper A 

21644066 

21720-734 

42868 

284880 

+ 

1450 

Lead 

64040-130 

884054 

5840 

122125 

- 

125 

Tfichri 

8810-20 

6710-15 

28274 

58920 

- 

150 

Hi 

543040 

547000 

485B 

12050 

+ 

145 

Zinc 

1675-00 

148800 

14700714 

387575 

+ 

300 


SstHonentComastan E/S 
eshangertaE 14845 


S/Dm 


$Pf SrockvofenasactanDBin 
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Spkik&Son 

pniffat/oc 

3 C Coin 

S 

C 


• C 

PtaBnum 41675 263.40 Bntaraila 

350 

220 Kmgiand* 

322WS202B11 

Paiedium 18850 18655 Brttmnia5ar 

193 

121 Sovs 

7Sffi4 47/53 

Sfcwspot 4.70 246 Brtlanria25oz 

89 

SB Nobtoo 

419/435263/273 

Goto Burn 32145 20254 BrtovmIDoz 

38 

24 Maple Leaf 

326/350205/220 

Agricultural 





CMS 

Cocoa 

Cofiee 

Barley 

Potatoes 

PoWBM 

UFFE Dtam* 

LIFFE Stem 

UFFE 

Stem 

UFFE 

Okrn 

ATA GtVIOOkg 

Sep 1119 

Sop 1645 

Sep 

8145 

Nw 

52.00 

VOI: 

Dac 1150 

NOv 1560 

Nov 

32-75 

Mar 

9050 

Nw 

tar 1188 

fen 1853 


84.75 

Apr 

11440 

Apr 2150 

ttot 10227 

Vot 4407 

Vot. 

85 

Vot 

108 

Vot 221 

HMaSrqar 

Fittgtt 

Were 


Cdm 



LIFFE Stem 

UFFE SIOUcp 

IffFE 

Stem 

CSOT 


CensteoM 

Oct . 326.10 

Aug 1315 

Sap 07.75 




fee 324,10 

Ssp 1435 

Nov 8940 



Mar 32540 

Vot 122 

Jan 9140 

Dec 

27650-264 285.75 

Vri BSB 

todm 1323 

Vot 

588 

Mar 

279-27340 274.75 
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Metaa (No3)**Mcnno unq 

AujjBep Copra (D S/tonne 1114 

Oct Cotton [NY} UScom/Ib 7243 

unq Wool Acantftg unq 

Oa Rubber* MoontAg 2SS4 

OrfakEinmMEC-tenrttW-imeMftvkwi 


Sep ScyeOiS R/tOOkg 1124 

Oct/Nov Coconut 01 msterwie 5775 

Dec Srfower Oita S/tonne 5350 

Nov/fen RspeseedQiePUloatg 1095 

AugiSep Groundnut 08 Sterne 10854 

Maraa-m B*spa Soarca ft Honusonnum 
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Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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2197 0« 

71.11 31* 

ease ou 
io» raw odd 

1M3 1212 mo 
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9014 5339 1UI 

SB* 3*0* i*1 

MIA 3513 101 

230* 2M2 MB 

2842 MB 
SB « SUt 0.K 

IBIS 151* ai4 
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wHhln each sector and Including offi 
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Floundering 
flagship sets 
new course 


Dave Hadfteld charts the changes 
rugby league must make to survive 



There has been an uo charac- 
teristic outbreak of thinking 
ahead in the official echelons of 
the rugby league. A body ad- 
dicted to the quick fix and die 
knee-jerk panic measure sat 
down and considered where it 
wants to be in several years' 
time. A meeting of the Rugby 
League Council last week not 
only reformed the governance 
of the game, it also opened up 
a much-needed debate on the 
direction - or lack of it - of its 
flagship Super League. 

This was not entirely a vol- 
untary change of attitude. It 
sprang from the game’s pay- 
masters at News Corporation 
pointing out that what they 
bought with their £S7tn is sim- 
ply not being delivered. 

That money was committed 
on the basis that the Rugby 
League would use it to create 
a national, indeed internation- 
al, competition. The interna- 
tional aspect is still just about 
intact, with Paris surviving an- 
other season. But the national 
profile that the game was sup- 
posed to achieve under its new 
financial arrangements is as far 
away as ever. 

If the sport is to have any 
hope of renewing its contract 
with Rupert Murdoch at the end 
of its first five-year term in 
2000, it had better be seen to be 
at least making an effort. 

Thus it was that the repre- 
sentatives of the existing pro- 
fessional clubs voted for a new 
franchising system under which 
some of them could lose their 
Super League places to sides set 
up in five designated areas: 
Glasgow, Dublin, the North- 
East, the Midlands and Wales 
and the South-west. 

It is, as the game has proved 
in the past, a long way from 


pious declarations of good in- 
tent to actually doing any thin g 
But this is the dearest recog- 
nition so far of the need to 
change tack if Super League is 
to survive. Cubs are notoriously 
reluctant to give up their slice 
of the cake, but they finally seem 
to realise that, without a radi- 
cally different mind-set, there 
could be no cake at alL 

At the end of next season, ex- 
isting dubs will have to re-ap- 
ply for their places, not just in 
Super League but In the divi- 
sions below. They will have to 
show that they deserve to be 
there and they will have no au- 
tomatic right to preferment 
over new franchises. 

As the league’s chief execu- 
tive, Maurice Lindsay, bloodied 
from the clipping of his wings 
but, ironically, seeing some of his 
pet theories gaining credence, 
told the meeting, that present 
Super League clubs have had a 
two-year start and, if they can- 
not make a convincing case, they 
do not deserve to be included. 

So what wfll Super League 
look like at the end of the mil- 
lennium? The odds are now in 
favour of it incorporating a 
Glasgow t eam, playing at Patrick 
Thistle, part-funded by the city 
council and possibly with a ma- 
jor input from the Australian 
club, the Hunter Mariners. 

The other named areas have 
less definite prospects. There 
have' been at least two ap- 
proaches from prospective back- 
ers in Dublin, but in Wales and 
the North-east the odds have 
lengthened over the last year. 

The existing South Whies chib 
in Cardiff was allowed to die of 
neglect and, in Newcastle, Sir 
John Hall was fobbed off long 
enough for him to lose interest. 

The up-side is that in both 



Norman 
falters to 
let Jones 
triumph 




Before the fire faded: Super League sparks into fife at Paris St Germain’s Charity stadium In March, 1966 


places there is energetic grass- 
4 roots work going on. There is 
something, however unpreten- 
tious, for a Super League club 
to base itself around. 

The other prospect is for a 
second dub in London. When 
Peter Deakin, the League's 
marketing expert,, switched 
codes and joined Saracens, he 


hinted that there could soon be 
a league team playing at Vic- 
arage Road alongside the rug- 
by union and football teams. 

There is an element of self- 
justification in these nudges and . 
winks and, yes, he would say 
that, wouldn’t he? But the ad- 
vantages of a second team in 
the South-east are legion - 


and Watford is conveniently 
outside the M2S, w ithin which 
the nowhighly-successfol Lon- 
don Broncos will aigue that 
they have sole rights. 

The best guess for the year 
2000 is for a Super League of 14 
teams, inrhiding Glasgow and 
maybe two of the others that 
have been mooted, followed by 


another professional division, in- 
cluding several rides who have 
tried Super League and cannot 
stand the heat, and one that 
would be strictly part-time. 

That would be a structure that 
makes far more sense than the 
current one, but it will not hap- 
pen by magic. It requires the rift 

with t h e umalwiK finm ftaria fi. 


Goodway calls for 'reserve’ Test team 


Andy Goodway, the new Great 
Britain coach, who will today re- 
veal his first selections for the 
forthcoming Test series against 
Australia, has called for the in- 
troduction of a national B team. 

Goodway and his technical 
coach Shaun McRae are to 
name players for their squad 
once their clubs are knocked 
out of the end-of-season 
Premiership. 

The training party win be 
trimmed down after the Pre- 
miership final later this month 
to a manageable squad for the 
first Test at Wembley on 1 


November, but Goodway would 
4 like the discarded players to re- 
main in the international set-up. 
“In the past, players have 


discarded,” Goodway, the for- 
mer Great Britain forward, 
said. 

“I would like to see the for- 
mation of a B team or a Young 
Lions - call it what you will - so 
that we can give them all a taste 
of international rugby. We could 
play France and, if we could get 
Australia and the Kiwis to do the 
same, we could arrange some 
meaningful fixtures.” 


Goodway and McRae will 
make their first choices from the 
dubs whose season is brought 
to an end by e limin ation from 
the Premiership, although 
Goodway will not be able to 
select from his own Paris club 
because they comprise Aus- 
tralian and French players. 
Leeds and Oldham completed 
the preliminary round at Head- 
ingley last night. 

Goodway, meanwhile, will 
hold talks with the French Fed- 
eration later this week about the 
future of the Paris St Germain 
dub, who were involved in a 


battle to avoid bottom spot in 
Super League for the second 
successive season. 

Although Sir Rodney 
Walker, the Rugby League 
chairman, has told Paris that 
had they finished bottom, they 
would not have been relegated, 
Goodway is anxious the club is 

K t on a more secure footing. 

Canberra Raiders defeated 
Penrith 32-12 in the Australian 
Super League semi-finals, but 
paid a hjgh price in injuries. 
Second-rower David Fumer 
suffered knee ligament damage 
and could be out for six weeks. 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 

naHy to be healed, something 
that seems easier to them now 
that Lindsay's power is diluted. 

It needs serious groundwork 
to be done in the dries where 
we hope to capture a new au- 
dience. There is a working 
model for this. Although it has 
become convenient for Super 
League to decry the Australia 
Rugby League’s expansion pol- 
icy, it was the way that the ARL 
took dub and representative 
games all over the country that 
established the base from which 
it could become truly national. 

In Britain, with a ma ximum 
of hundreds rather than thou- 
sands of miles involved, a cou- 
ple of clubs - Sheffield in 
Cardiff and St Helens in Liv- 
erpool - have gone out into 
new areas. 

Bradford have expressed a 
willingness to take a match to 
Glasgow next season. While 
they are in the mood, all dubs 
should be told now that they will 
have to mmmt an equivalent mis- 
sionary trip. Then, perhaps, the 
expansion on which the very ex- 
istence of Super League depends 
will start to become c reality. 


Golf 


Steve Jones ended a season-long 
slump by winning the Canadi- 
an Open in Montreal on Sun- 
day, a victory handed to him . 
when Australia’s Greg Nor- /' 
man bogeyed the 18lh bole. 

Jones, the 1996 US Open 
champion who bad not won 
since the Phoenix Open in Jan- 
uary, had a final-round one-un- 
der-par 69 for a 72-hole total of 
five-under on 275 - one shot 
better than Norman, who also 
shot a 69 on the last day. 

One shot further back was 
the New Zealander Phil Tatau- 
rangi, who also had a 69. Frank 
Lickliter and David Ogrin, who 
hit a three-under 67, finished on 
278. Davis Love and Justin 
Leonard were tied for sixth 
place at one under. 

“It’s been a long five 
months,” Jones said. “My goal 
was to make the Ryder Cup 
team. 1 didn't do it and it was 
tough because I felt I had the 
game to do it.” e .. 

After winning the Phoenix 
Open and finishing second at 
the Tucson Open in February. 
Jones was odds -on to make 
the US Ryder Cup team, but he 
did not collect another point 
and dropped to 12th place, two 
places outside an automatic 
berth when the team was fi- 
nalised three weeks ago. 

“I was in a good position, but 
you learn when you mess up.” 
he said. “1 put a lot of pressure 
ou myself. I know that now. 
Sometimes you need to loosen 
up, have a little fun no matter 
what you're shooting. That was 
proven this week for me.” 

■ America's Chris Johnson 
posted her second victory of (he 
year, winning the US LPGA . 
Safeway Championship by one i 
stroke after Britain's lisa Hack- 
ney bogeyed the 17th hole in 
Portland, Oregon. Johnson 
leapfrogged 10 players in over- 
coming a four-stroke deficit 
with a final-round six-under-par 
66 for a 54-hole 10-under total 
of 206. 

Scores, Digest page 25 
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INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


LEAGUE TABLE 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 8 SEPTEMBER 


The new season is well underway and today 
we are giving yon the opportunity to assess your 
teams potential with the first set of team scores. 
Also today, we publish the league table for the 
first month of the season. 

Congratulations to the Mr A Mitchell of Lon- 
don who is our first monthly winner and has won 
a pair of tickets to see England play Moldova at 
VVembly tomorrow nighL 


Evexy time one of your players score you get four 
points. There axe four points for a keeper ora de- 
fender eveiy time their team keeps a dean sheet. 
If a player scores the winning goal, ixj if there is 
a one goal difference in the scareline, the player 
scoring the final goal for the winning team is award- 
ed 1 bonus point awarded in addition to standard 
goal related points. Each successful Assist, a pass 
judged by our experts to lead directly to a goal, 
will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our ex- 


perts on the matter is final. Each player selected 
and starting a game will be awarded one point 

If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 
point, if a player is given a Red Card they lose 3 
points. Own goals, either scored or conceded, do 
not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will 
be awarded 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 
point is awarded if they draw and no points are 
given if they lose. 


HOW TO SCORE 
UrygBWK — W 


nuaeVsmWE 


POSNAME 


POINTS 


MR A MITCHELL 
MR MIKE EWINS 
MR MIKE EWINS 
MR MIKE EWINS 
MR MIKE MITCHELL 
MR MIKE EWINS 
MR CHRIS KING 
MR PHIL TUFLER 
MR DAVID EVANS 
MR JOHN COX 
MR MIKE EWINS 


4 MR IAN BOLLE 

4 MR A WING ROVE 

4 MR TOM LYONS 

5 MR CHRIS SUNKER 

5 MR. STUART SCOTT 

6 MR B SRAI 

6 MR MIKE EWINS 

6 MR IVON P BICKNELL 

6 MR DAVID ASTON 

7 MR ABDUL CHOUDH1 

7 MR A MITCHELL 

7 MR DAVID BAKER 

8 MR IAN DOWN 

8 MR (VON P BICKNELL 

8 MR DAVID ASTON 

9 MR MIKE EWINS 

10 MR B SRAI 

10 MR MIKE MITCHELL 

10 MR G WHITEHEAD 

11 MR DAVID BAKER 

12 MR MICHEAL RICKARD 

12 MR DAVID EDMINGTON 

13 MR PETER CRlDLAND 

13 MR ROLAND DUNN 

13 MR JONATHON FURNESS 

14 MR DAVID BAKER 

15 MR T PARKER 

15 MR DAVID BAKER 

16 MS JENNIFER MOORE 


THE EYE FOR IT 

I’VE STARTED BUT WILL I 

MIKES C TEAM 

MIKES A TEAM 

OVER THE MOON BRIAN 

MIKES D. TEAM 

SEEKING VICTORY 


OUZING END OLD BLUES 

SOUTHV1LLE FC 

MIKES E TEAM 

LEODE 

WEMBLEY BUNDLERS 

TONY'S BRACE 

DIANA'S DEMONS 
BERKAM UNITED 
THE DREAM TEAM 
THE UNTOUCHABLES 

MIKES B TEAM 

FLASH IN THE PAN 
BILLY BOYS 2ND 11 

NICKIES 9TH 11 

NURSERY PK ROVERS 


THE RUFFUS 
MAM BO MAM BO 
BILLY BOYS 3RD 11 
MIKES F TEAM 
SIMPLY THE BEST 
ENDURING IMAGE 
THE TREEN TEAM 


At I FR I AMBFRfl 

EDMO UNITED 

PDC2 

12 ANGRY MEN 

RED STAR SILVER 

DEM) BEAT 

A SUMMER TIME BREEZE 


JEN'S JUMPING GIANTS 


I N D E P E N 1 

cone PLAIU 

TEAM 

Wk 

Of 

▼ALCL 

Itel 

am. ruTii 

GOALKEEPERS 





457 Fhirdough 

300 Seaman 

ARS 

0 

13 

4.0 

458 Tiggart 

303 I-ukic 

ARS 

0 

0 

1J0 

459 Bcrgsson 

304 Manninger 

ARS 

0 

0 

3.0 

460 Dubcrry 

305 Bosaich 

AV 

0 

7 

4J> 

463 Petrescu 

306 Oakes 

AV 

0 


L5 

464 Lambourde 

307 Watson 

BAR 

0 

8 

ID 

465 Leboeuf 

308 Lease 

BAR 

0 

1 

1.0 

466 Sinclair 

309 Rowers 

BLA 

0 

1 

52 

467 Daish 

330 FQan 

BLA 

0 

12 

1-5 

468 Shaw 

333 Branagan 

BOL 

5 

12 

12 

469 Burrows 

334 De Gocv 

CHE 

0 

12 

1.0 

470 Haworth 

335 Grodas' 

CHE 

0 

0 

ID 

473 Edworlhy 

336 Ogrizovic 

337 Hedman 

COV 

0 

5 

i ? 

474 Gordon 

COV 

0 

0 

ID 

475 Muscat 

338 Nash 

CP 

0 

0 

U) 

476 Tittle 

339 Dav 

CP 

0 

0 

1.0 

477 t inighnn 

340 Room 

DER 

0 

7 

12 

478 Roberts 

343 Hoult 

DER 

0 

0 

14) 

479 Hreidresson 

344 Southall 

EVE 

5 

8 

3d 

48U Sumac 

345 Gerrard 

EVE 

0 

0 

IJ 

483 CPowelJ 

34o Martyn 

LEE 

0 

5 

3.3 

484 Lauren 

347 Becuey 

LEE 

0 

0 

1-2 

485 Enuiio 

348 KcUcr 

LEI 

0 

13 

25 

486 Phelan 

349 POole 

LEI 

0 

0 

1.5 

487 Short 

350 James 

LTV 

0 

8 

3.5 

488 Watson 

3S3 Warner 

LIV 

0 

0 

L0 

489 Unsworth 

354 Schmekbcl 

MAN 

0 

25 

55 

490 Hracfadiffe 

355 Von D Gouw 

MAN 

0 

0 

L2 

493 Bflic 

356 Given 

NEW 

0 

6 

25 

494 Kelly 

49$ Wttherall 

357 Hisktp 

NEW 

0 

0 

25 

358 Prosman 

sw 

0 

9 

3X1 

496 Molenaar 

359 Thy! or 

sou 

0 

0 

1-8 

497 Dorigo 

360 Season l 

sou 

0 

0 

Id 

498 Robertson 

36 3 Whiter 

TOT 

0 

13 

3.4 

499 Walsh 

364 Bard&cn 

TOT 

D 

0 

l.D 

500 Whitlow 

365 Mikknko 

WH 

0 

5 

15 

503 EUkxt 

366 Sullivan 

WIM 

0 

4 

27 

504 Watts 

DEFENDERS 





505 Wright 

50b Ruddock 

400 Down 

ARS 

0 

6 

15 

507 Harkues 

403 Upson 

ARS 

0 

0 

20 

508 Kvnrme 

404 Petit 

ARS 

0 

12 

42 

, 509 Bioruebyc 
i 530 Matteo 

405 Grimeudi 

ARS 

0 

12 

27 

406 Wintcrtnnn 

AR5 

0 

13 

25 

533 McAlcer 

407 Bouid 

ARS 

0 

5 

15 

! 534 G Neville 

408 Adams 

ARS 

u 

0 

45 

i 535 P Neville 

409 Kerrwu 

ARS 

0 

0 

45 

536 Irwin 

430 Staunton 

AV 

0 

7 

3d 

1 537 Pallister 

433 Southgate 

AV 

0 

8 

52 

l 538 May 

434 Eiuogu 

AV 

0 

S 

3,0 

539 Johriscn 

435 Nelson 

AV 

0 

■» 

12 

540 SQvn 

436 Wright 

AV 

0 

7 

3.0 

543 Albert 

437 Seim ecu 

AV 

0 

2 

T 1 

544 Howey 

438 Grayson . 

AV 

0 

7 

22 

545 Peacock 

439 Moses 

BAR 

0 

9 

15 

546 Barton 

440 Appleby 

BAR 

0 

6 

10 

547 Bcresford 

443 Thompson 

BAR 

0 

0 

1-0 

548 Btoudean 

444 Krizan 

BAR 

a 

0 

IB 

549 Nolan 

445 Berg 

446 Lc Sara 

MAN 

0 

19 

3.4 

550 Atherton 

CHE 

0 

14 

5.0 

553 Walker 

447 Coleman 

BLA 

0 

0 

3B 

554 Stefamvic 

448 Hendry 

BLA 

0 

13 

4.4 

555 Newsome 

449 Kenna 

BLA 

0 

13 

1.9 

S56 Monkou 

450 Henchoz 

BLA 

0 

12 

20 

557 Dodd 

453 Valery 

BLA 

0 

12 

3D 

558 Benali 

454 Anderson 

BLA 

0 

4 

15 

559 Van Gobbcl 

455 Cot 

BOL 

0 

6 

25 

560 Lundckvam 

45b Elliot 

BQL 

5 

12 

3.0 

563 Scales 


TB ALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 8 SEPTEMBER 


w* HI Villi COOK nAVn 


0 0 10 
5 10 25 
5 12 15 
0 6 3D 
0 26 3D 
0 0 3.0 

0 5 SJ> 

0 13 25 

o o :n 

0 4-22 
0 2 ; 22 
0 Q<- L5 
0 7.: 15 
0 12 10 
0 9- L0 
0 £ 10 
0 10 10 
0 7* 30 
0 0; L0 
0 6 .. 3J 
0 7: 15 
0 5 15 

0 10 25 
5 8 .. 15 

4 5 3.0 

5 12. 2.7 
0 3--: 30 

4 4:> 35 

5 6 40 

0 7 • 35 
0 4 . 25 
0 5 15 

0 0 . 12 
0 5 '25 
0 16 22 
0 0 L2‘: 

o a-jgtr 

0 0 

0 8 ”35' 
0-1 30 

0i9 12 

0 .5 25 

0 7 - .25 
0 .0 30 . 

0 0 3.7 

0 IS 42 
0 14 42 
0 23 25 
0 25 30 
0 0 -35 

a to js- 

0 0 35 

0 8 4.1 

0 0 3.7 

0 0 3.0 

0 4 35 

0 H 22 
0 6 12 
0 9 1,9 

0 7 15 

0 9 25 

0 0 1.6 

0 7 15 

0 14 lJ 
0 7 25 

0 8 15 

0 I 15 
0 0 12 
0 12 3.4 


564 Campbell TOT 

565 Catderwood TOT 

566 Austin TOT 

567 Edinburgh TOT 

.568 Carr- ' ' TOT 

569 Mabbutt TOT 

570 Dicks WH 

573 Rieper WH 

574 HbD WH 

.575 Potts WH 

576 FfexUinad Jj 4 ‘ WH 

577 Impey 4 WH 

578 Timer WH 

579 Perry * WIM 

580 Cunningham* WIM 

583 Thatcher i. WIM 

584 McAllister WIM 

585 Kimble iy WIM 

ictWTOLDERS % 

600 Plan v ARS 

605 Parlour & ARS 

SO? Pereira ARS 

605, Vieira J : ARS 

606 Overman . ARS 

607 M Rodriguez - ARS 

60S Thytor * AV 
609- Townsend AV 
630 Draper - AV 
623 Manxllc / . BAR 
634' Bullock v BAR 
63S Redfearn BAR 

616 Eadcn < BAR 
-637; Tinkler BAR 

\63S, Dons y-vBLA 

>639,Waccw .ViSbA-, 
'6rtO ; McKmlay fttd.KA 
i«3 Sherwood 

'644 FliiCToft 

645 Frawfcea .rTuMKJL 

646 BOL 

647 PbEetSv*- BOL 

648 Sedan BOL 

649 Gudin CHE 

-62) DiMarteo CHE 

653 v - ••• CHE 

654 Newton CHE 

655 P Hughes CHE 

656 Babeyaro CHE 

657 Telfer COV 

658 Richardson COV 

. 659 McAllister COV 

660 Saiako COV 

663 Johansen COV 

664 'Simpson DER 

665 Assn uric . DER 

666 DJfowdi DER 

667 VarD Laan DER 

668 Dafflfi'V--- DER 

669 Hnnlv - v; ~ 4 DER 

670 RuUfsbu EVE 

673 Gnmt- 4 EVE 

674 Eurefy EVE 

675 Stuart-;. EVE 

676 Speeds EVE 

677 Bowyer"- . . .. -L£E 

678 Wallace LEE 

679 Sharpe LEE 

680 Ribctro LEE 


TEAM 

■K 

av 

rujn. 

ttm] 

ccdb . fum 

TEAM 

Wk 

Or 
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BHB steps up the hunt for owners 


One or the mare memorable 
moments in the rehiiivclv short 
histoo' of racehorse owiicrship 
ty racing dubs with hundreds 
of members came at Chel- 
tenham in the early IQQOs 
Muse, owned by ihe White 
Home Racing Cluh. had just 
won a Grade One hurdle race 
at the epicentre of National 
Hunt, and dozen upon dozen of 
the very ordinary people who 
each owned a tiny share of him 
burst into the winners’ enclosure 
in raucous celebration. 

To one side, a racecourse of- 
ficial in a howler hat studied the 
scene in silent hut undisguised 
horror. Good God. you could 
see him thinking. The heathens 
have scaled the walls. First the 
Empire, now this. 

If the gentleman in question 


has not yet retired to 
“ournemouih or Worthing, the 
latest initiative from the British 
Horseracing Board's owner- 
ship marketing group jj unlikely 
to improve his mood. “Tips To 
Budd a Dream On" is a 20- 
minute video, produced at a cost 
°f *25,000, which aims to ex- 
plain the costs and rewards of 
owning horses to anyone who 
ukes the idea but has always 
been afraid to ask. 

One tape wQl be sent free of 
charge to every owner and 
bloodstock agent in the coun- 
ty. with more copies available 
from the BHB at £5 each, while 
a two-minute taster with a 
catchy sound-track will be 
flayed on closed-circuit televi- 
sion at racecourses throu gho ut 
Britain. c 


Greg Wood on the latent attempt to 
lure more people in pursuit of a dream 


The video is arguably worth 
£5 just for die brief dip of Ian 
Balding, whose normal manner 
is somewhere between laid- 
back and asleep, going berserk 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Wuxi Venture 
(Leicester 4*15) 

NB: Forty Love 
(UngfieM 3*30) ■' 

as one of his horses gets up on 
the line, but those with a seri- 
ous interest in ownership will 
also find much to. consider. 

There is ' no getting away 
from the fad that owning your 


own horse is likely to cost be- 
tween £12,000 and £15,000 each 
year -and this is money which 
should be seen as for enter- 
tainment, not investment - but 
syndicates have now opened up 
a route into ownership for those 
with rather less disposable in- 
come. 

The claim in the film by 
Richard Phillips, a trainer, that 
it is now “affordable to literal- 
fy every person in Britain with 
a job" is as. laughable as one of 

Phill ips famm is raring fmppr - 

sonations. For a group of per- 
haps 20 people with reasonable 
incomes, though, a meaningful 
experience of ownership is 


more achievable than t£ey 
might think, while the promo- 
tional opportunities of corpo- 
rale ownership are succinctly set 
ont by Mark Johnston. 

’ . For Jim Furkmg, chairman of 
the BHB’s ownership market- 
ing group, the video is a strong 
response to the frequent ques- 
tion by trainers, “what is the 
BHB doing for me?” 

The task of attracting own- 
ers into the sport is never-end- 
ing, with between 15 and 30 per 
cent of all owners giving up the 
pursuit of their personal dream 
each year, while many trainers 
are worryingly dependent ei- 
ther on one or two owners, or 
a collection whose fortunes 
are tied to such imponder- 
ables as the movement of the 
stock market. 


“It is a very tough job to be 
a racehorse trainer, Furlong 
says. “You have to spend a 
great deal of time on market- 
ing to keep your customer base 
intact, and we wiD do anything 
we can to help them do that" 

Forthcoming projects in- 
clude, for the really serious 
would-be owner, a two-day 
seminar at Newmarket on 29 
'and 30 September to coincide 
with the Houghton meeting, 
which will include stable vis- 
its and a trip to the sales, at a 
cost of £225 (+VAX) per per- 
son, which is refundable in frill 
to anyone who becomes in- 
volved in ownership within 
12 months. 

Those who still need a little 
more persuading can order 
their video on 01753 897 21 1. 


Sands of time running for new race track Dettori closes gap 


Momentum is growing behind 
the campaign to establish a 
new racecourse on the Welsh 
coast at Pembrey. It would ri- 
val Yarmouth as Britain's 
busiest seaside track with sum- 
mer holiday fixtures as its mam- 
slay, writes Chris Corrigan. 

The Pembrey site is close to 
>a beach with seven miles of 
sands backed by dunes over- 
looking Carmarthen Bay. A 
short distance to the west are 
Pcndine Sands, where 51 years 
ago n land speed record was set 

The race is on for the pro- 
posed track to be developed in 
lime for the year 2,000. This de- 
pends largely' on discussions 
today by members of the British 
Horse racing Board, who will be 
considering an application for 


the new course to stage 20 fix- 
tures in three years time. 

South Wales businessman 
Mel Davies, a long-standing 
owner and sponsor, and Jack 
Bennett, former manager of 
Worcester racecourse, are be- 
hind the plan. Together they 
have invested £20.000 on the 
preparation of a feasibility study 
that claims widespread enthu- 
siasm for what would become 
Britain's 60th racecourse. 

But their plans cannot 
progress unless racing's gover- 
nors agree to proride the nec- 
essary fixtures. “Our case is 
unquestionable," Davies ar- 
gues. “Wiles has the highest in- 
cidence of betting shops outside 
London, but only two courses. 
Bangor primarily serves Eng- 


land, while Chepstow is closer 
to Bristol than' Cardiff. 

“The Welsh public is being 
disenfranchised while the mon- 
ey its punters generate for the 
Levy is helping to pay for nine 
racecourses in Yo rkshir e- . 

“We need to stimulate inter- 
est in Whies. It’s about time 
Welsh racehorse owners saw 
their horses running in Wales," 
added Davies who, during a 30- 
year involvement m racing, ex- 
perienced top-level success as 
an owner with Barnbrook 
Again, twice Champion iWo- 
mile chaser. 

The local authority and 
Iburist Board haw offered fi- 
nancial support but Davies fears 
he faces an uphill task in con- 
vincing a BHB board, whose 


membership may favour the 
established tracks. 

“If the BHB ignores vested 
interests we will get what we 
want. But 2 have ray doubts. 1 
suspect some people are lob- 
bying against us. Ifwe fail, they 
will want to know why. We 
may lose the battle on Tuesday, 
but we will win the war." 

Siirell Griffiths, who sad- 
dled Norton's Coin to win the 
1990 Gold Cup at Cheltenham 
at 100-1, trains his small string 
at nearby Nantgaredig. 

Last night, Griffiths said: 
“We would adore a course on 
oar own doorstep. There are 
large numbers of racing people 
in this part of Wales and I 
don't see why people wouldn't 
travel to a new track here.” 


Frankie Dettori began a week 
in which he goes in pursuit of 
a third successive St Leger with 
a succe ss at Bath that takes him 
within two wins of his title rival 
Kieren Fallon. Dettori, who 
had been banned for five days, 
scored on Jaseur, while Fallon 
drew a blank from four rides. 
Tbescoresheet for the turf-sea- 
son title now reads 132-130. 

Dettori, who has won the last 
two SfLegezs on Qassic Cliche 
and Shantou, rides Stowaway in 
Saturday’s final Qassic. Six 
horses were withdrawn at yes- 
terday’s declaration stage, leav- 
ing 13 to go to post for the 
£230,000 contest. 

Godotphin plan to run Hal- 
tarra as well as Stowaway, while 
Sheikh Mohammed also hat 


King Sound and Crown Of 
Light in the race. 

Mick Gbannoo wfll saddle his 
firs St Leger runner, Poseidon, 
who has not run since he fin- 
ished second to Stowaway in the 
Gordon Stakes at Goodwood in 
July. “I have been thrilled with 
him since and he is in great 
form," Channon said. “The 
miilion-dollar question is 
whether he is good enough and 
whether he will stay." 

■ Arlington International in 
Chicago, home, of the Arlington 
Million and one of the premier 
tracks in the US, faces an un- 
certain future after withdrawing 
its application for 1998 fixtures. 
Economic factors, including 
competition from riverboat 
gambling, have been blamed. 
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Z15 Biuewain Lady 
2.45 Fanti Dancer 
305 ALFAHAAL (nap) 
3 j 45 London Lights 


HYPERION 
405 Mudeer 

4.45 Rambling Bear 
505 Edan Heights 

5.45 Shart 


GOING: (ichhJ in Finn (Good in ptnwsl. STALLS: tmddr rail for *3 races. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: tar 10 middle numbers may be best for Sr lu Ikl 

■ KikIh-IwmI, undulating eoursc. *ilA a straight mile. 

■ Cram* t, twai miles amah cast oT My off A0. Leicester caihray station (London. St ton- 
ine. - Sh.fn.-M 11m-) to Ira. miles nw*y. ADMISSION: 59 (OAPS55). rtee raeeeards. CAX 
PARK: Km*. Silver Ring Car l*atfc - 5112 admit* car and four occupants. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Bxnaoa - SI wtretav ftwn 183 nmnem gftwa aaiccea* ra- 
il.. of 1(15%; J DtimJop^, from Ml (lD.lVrt; H Cecil 20 firm 75GS.7W); H Start* IT 
from I'-l OtiJtHl. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pst Eddery- -13 wins from 171 rides gives s samw ratio of 
2 1 iPk; L Deuori SB from 1 70 tpMftei; J Werner IS torn 85 (21 5*); T Qatar 1 7 ftwn 

i-'iinm 

■ FAVOURITES; DU wfa» in G09 races (31-1*1. 

BUNKERED FUST TIME: FreU Dancer CAM; C kerirtad (2.4 S); Pock tatir Ptopatd 
ivtamL i 15); Topton [vtoured. 3.16). WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAKfc tone. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Pp The Ctarrta hu been aert lltSfltifcstyJJ OTMt 

(ram Sfcdfra r — 


FORM CUBE 

Alta ore rune « sates. KITE was pafaps (lying a Off «0t atari tooth bahW Mot Atari 
Street In a wven-ftotong nursery at Newcastle ML tune. Better company or not, Kite was 
maaiteiring her recon! of improving wttn every run end mo stiff mfa tfrouU suit, ss she’s 
tooted a hit tint of pan In the doing M0M- Aim And A Lag ate tries a mie for the tat 
time and the step * Usance eotdd be h res favour. He ddrft am too batiy off a rating 
Bto higher in a sd-futorig seta ar Ungdekl last month and he waort stUJectfid to too hart 
a tace once hie dance hed gone in • better race than this at Sandown test time. MI 
Dancer hat gven a gpod aocoun of haraaif in Bio marten auctions end a daimer and is 
suv to eppreoeiBbemg eased m cade. She nas the ««dit to with It bat new stopped 
trying when thW behind Car Was nWvwdt (71) last Ume end shouktot be for way a&eL 
Constant Attention has been dUpponting shoe tashtog second n resting candtoom at 
Nooingian on her debut end binters on for the Itat tine in a safer, albeit a reuue one, 
at Ytxv ddnl mat® a tot of dfference. Tat ee t toi r MTE 


rom guide 

Sachs showed ffeot prarreae Men runner-op on Ms only start re a back-end tMo-yeer-akl 
and was touched dll whan reappearing m an e»1y-«aason maiden at three. TNs one-time 
Derby favourite woid be hard to beat If returning m anywhere near that shape after a fir- 
thar 17 months oft, but at least TOMBHTS PRIZE has much more mrrooBte fcjrm. even 
if it tint si qiite the same 0Bde. Hawngjust mated out to Chtaf Monarch to dose fifth to 
a prod heraicap nan Ome) In a note maiden at Sandown m Ju*, Toners Pro ogim fated 
n er roniy to ga up aednii Dr Martens -in stater company at Mntfeor. It wre ei0it lengths 
beck to iha third and toda/s eon two fttion^ eanainly won't come eras, lie Sacho. iy- 
roiaan Dream haa a lenity draenoe to ovareome star showing premise at two and Sa- 
dvKs wefl-brad snbiemaiB. newcomer WWareaww. may be ehie to note mom Impact 

Selection: TON K5HTS PRIZE 
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ra Scefc CM. WI M P * 11 * . Mato, 1*4 r itoa fti r, miw gii t Ttesa, 18 
19M: Dwrt Gat Ck 0< 4 8 S Dean Mdtoown 16-1 U L ^res) reran (ID) 20 sm 


_KDwWyll 


15 

*4£fcb.rV.-f 

17 82 tefivnSOCEIY (2O){PHcAfitosRhbanRacn0RMaabQng9O- 

JS 0NNUUK (27J tffficiar Ttaa0MAtife6M9Q 

19 - 33 !MDIlU9inffE<18) [Dr For* S B Chad S Nbods B 0 

20 43 MASIW (U) CSfleed Hanane) M -fc hrssn 8 B 

BEnwt K Hriie, S-IDktM, Ur2TarerereSoeto«», 7-lOoes Up, 8-lSnB.Jarehn, 10-lWnd 



asm Olhtirey. 12-1 CtdeJe, 14-1 SoeB«|oy.20-l Brety Mft 33-1 otters 
199t ttxa 8 11 1 DeOon 10-U fai t) Gredent drain SI S ran . . 

FORM GUIDE 

Pnt Eddery’s Drat rate bach after suspensnn couW be a wtonmg one on BUIBMMNIADV. 
(tor soe a totto »»«? about tfre IMwam ^ cfase thW betyd leggreand 

owt Sandwwfs stiff seven lUrlongi tost reorth- She fcept on weB after teatSngbni^ irigde 

mg iroi fortore and the torn stands tp weB wttt naater-up AigirnOT hMg taumeo erf in 
Group Ttvw company neat ume. Tire Augment Bad e me s Brare. who 
wos ^30 teepa« on wen at the dosing sops when dirt on Iw debut. She’s a taiwar 
to the qune usotui seven- tietong wmner Moier Pmh. Ohamrfa Mlatnl was v ery much the 
second strmc when sewmti to sohtenwe MtonJ^rl Une (wf to suae qiwnft 
AUcrarerll at Goodwood rt July. ObWi’S 

KKiayik and was then bewen an easy two and a half lengihs when s e cond l QfrourtoHa- 
dov* there neti bn*. CMn Chtataey was teeplng on aflerastu^ tMrt shwi^mat 
Newnanw on her totiDduction. Sne should eon* on a imfy it 
cbss*.-jgy4vrti Bilrtol ChenneL a enytfvng out of Che onfrary memo e » as o*r. 


KU-ISms- 
t Of Lms, 2D ottara 


TWn» harentgone AlfWMM.'S sotce raoiB pademtacncs woriod a Wat tor Nm wer 
Doncesteris rauid mfa to idd-Jdy, then he produced an dectyng bust of speed off a 
moderate pace to catch SuaRach. Ha hasn't helped himself by running a bit freely, but he 
didn't gat tne best of rare when a doae sewnh behn) No Esms at GRstous Goodwnod 
and a strong pace throughout at Bath test tore may have been ha dowdaiL Another dance 
b to order, it tookadfmm MdnigM Shift's ataytog-on thW id SMltowrsbc batanfp at npon 
m « ff «*« nflgftt want a bit lurthar, and allhough she stosaquendy won erer that bp 
at Redcar, she vres twlod unplaced before besig caught doee home by Dcnbne merthe 
. couse and instance last ttoo. She set a gsod dip after taMtg « tto atar wo fudonff and 
a smSar pcrlbnnmce woud make her a big dan 0 v. Samara Song continues to rut wed 
yet has stfl to get Ws head in ftont after umpeen srampts. WbB bached at BrV«on last 
rtoie. he ran anamraafnd race tisnind We Bbypgtwdft Ms renew d e feat by Abeotore 
Otopb at Batfi and has ewy chance once men. Oa lari b re steps up to sewn furlongs for 
only the seoond time and should be suited by ihe move after the way she has ran in her tost 
two starts. S ejection ALFAHAAL 


m (JW»aralnrt R HfffcMMtffO. 


Vtstwr, miMtCMOBAlUiM Patio, U-lNarifg, 18-1 Pun Nottty, 20-1 1 
Sadr, 25-1 Meataeo, 33-1 rAsra 

X99* Sotoeam Danes 9 0 G Cmr2-1 tw (Saeed m Suom) tism £2) 13 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Dareire the promoe damn by Ibvamar Sodeiy (to particular. Cloae lip and a few others, 
mere are some chcKdybred nevaomers ate* to make ther piusn fed. the most Boty 
besig the Warning colt MUDEBL Vfenting spot, mb 350 .OOOffB jeering ties a top cfflss 
female bta. probably men bener than schmoose. »mo made sudt an anpressire ddwi tar 
cor— aton e at Newtuy reesrsty. DMaL also by Wamng. s out of a Sadat's Weds mare: 
Lite Embassy, a smart two-year-old Dawd Loder trains tar Shetih Mohammed. Diktat s ■«- 
ly b lotow hk Job Bst ume out The S4wr Hav* cdt Jeatiro oaJd mate it a dean sweep tor 
the AathomU hoses. 

: MUDEER 


1435 


O AR! RANCUFFE NURSERY SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
\ £3^000 added 2YO lin Penaity Value £2,700 

.TEDocaaORB 
.TQotaaUB 
iMdl2 
i niieos l 


0323 FAKh DANCER (13^008*1 BUWfW) 9 7 
50*1 C8BBSHED fl«l£»e RocngCWy PCtte92 


2060 CONStAICr HTENDQH (20) KJCBBd'erV*1ff») PQ* B 1. 
0560 MAR7L0U ffi(W)(MARy«)MOwnon91. 


650610 D0QRANDS DiSPUCH (18) (MaLBaC*^ NTriinSU — 
126056 ARMANDALEB CLP) WsSPAfipol C Dryer S 11 
OKW reams pg u Teeaare) Mb n uwtoBU 
66505 UP1HECWREIS (2S)<WfcyFbddBdsRWnglJJ0 l IW81O 

am rattwiCMwauM was — . -i- r -r rs 

620033 P«iaaA0U« TOlMaikTar4i«Btt)UTondiBH89 
0CW BWNCESCA’S WU.V (U9 ffwtiV e 

1^10000 UABCAHETS DANCER BE) ©wton BMCSiWBi 



i<xV mans psj (thePaJian Ended) M FreerornGo^r 7 M. 

000 RiSQtiE (ISUtoe (tool WwW A J ttre iy 7 .^— 

0600 RBW«WTeEmOWT(lS)(VBartftoweTVai710 

-lEdedarod- 


JUtatsyWlS 

_PFe 9 My( 3)3 B 

FMatsn9 

—Marlfei DaysrB 
_PH(Nbn (7)4 


ihmtn wHgnt 79 ion True hanMy sqge IBsimueam *jato. .nnnttna 

M rarel Omeer, 5-1 A» JW A lag WCharisiwI, ISaCwredAttantloe, 

18-1 Doddands DbpsMh, U-l Nary tea, Pstitda Ofhre, U-inaronfs Fbffy, IM olhera 

1996: Ovwnuns OouffWr 9 3 R I* I® - ! P C*9Hn (6) 15 cn 


LSCESTERSMRE MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £AJ900 
I added am 2f Penalty Value £4^83 

HUttSSR. (U23BWWatods) «Ua»n487._ OP»13 

SACHO (BU)m(SheMMoirenred)lGaHNn497 LIMktiS 

VMlDNW!VE(USA)(ShBMiltoh8amed7GcsdBn49 7 UMs2 

IAD7 8F«SBNM0M (U1 84 Itthti) Ms BtifMg 4 9 2_ 

TMUDUII BtNO (320) (BeiWffB Conponere) D MBits 4 9 2 D< 

DU0IAN (low (1D9 (Hamden AiUaMnn(RAti»tiac390 Roresys 

IWBSWtl9) Ota MBgwMa Bm J Life* 390 — AftiAmslA 

IMD«UB8BtUQfffim(nnnMSttran)PQfe390 T<febre19 

i »«VBItlK£ll?(MtiaiwnNU8iaMJj£Dtttop390 D OUBnobc* (3)17 

TDMBHTS FUZE (29) (SNnfeSeU C 0*390 S Satin 8 

TREXTAML(313)(MsJe!tByMto9on)PDdBn390_ LOmocfcll 

TTKREMf DREAM (304 ) (P HbON U TatfHra 390 MHMtyCOlff 

I BACKRCW09)(UKlHwmgmLCuTzn389 MBtowyiS 

l BEQME (USA) (39) (larltlond DetKSfen) W JSMS389 IBtidl 

CHOKE UOr (The RedWftomW*IJLHMis389 Drop MdCwm 7 

. HABAiA (10) (AUWsgpDS^sr389 Iftn*g4 

> M9SIH! SOB (41) St RtitocM JSpewrg389_ — JIMwl 

I PfOiRQ (17] fCEBnbm)CBridtin389 JMRobwtslD 

I SEBFBBMA (27) (lady tend dsVAidBfl)H (fed 389—. W 0pm 12 


PRESTWOLD STAKES (CLASS O £7500 added 5f Panal- 
ty VMM £5JD58 

-80000 FAS5BNRttlK(4«)OT(DaidimEi9GleM4B2 MEddsryS 

63000 RAiBLMGBEAR(42)(ty(MsMH9MsHQsMtelMBtos)ad492 IRtid4 


004345 BRAVEHJffi (9) (D) (HcrBVale ftriJwdtol R Hancn6810. 
45350 UUSCG 0 U) ( 21 ) W (N S > 6 ^) W Ottoman 4 8 10. 

486330 2XGrS(MNCai|USA)Ctem(tonntai)>8BD()EMron6810 
53500 BUE9B9(48inOMAjMtOilia«485 
252006 C3?Of7BB CETOH ( 24 ) (D) d*s U Uatore) B McMshcn 5 8 S 
320300 OOWBURA Mm(DrAHBfeiuts1CDreer384 
-8 


-PMEddtryS 



,9-lClORtnCtMfe. 


BETTMG: W Sacln. 54. Iredeo U 0 da. M Taatfdfs Pits, 113 
Lootisi Lights, 10-1 Bar* few, U-lTyralsre Draa*. 14-lDOtia 
199ft Pete Champ 3 9 0 L Dsonn « far IS Moods) drawn CD 8 on 


8-1 


H 


1S-1 


20-1 


BEnnift 5-2 Brew EdRi, 114 Rntiftg Bare, S-l flfea Ms, 6-1 Ore 
10-1 Katie flofek lfriZgey 1 * Daacer, 20-1 Parian For LBb 
199ft Cmfl Pad 5 8 10 8 0 VOtams 54 ire 0 GtaeO tiMn (2) 3 ran 
FORM GUDE 

HaifngtnBhedse«nmbel*to(tomptonPlacelnNw«riartet’sGroi«iOneJdyCup.RA»i- 
BUNG BEAR shodd appreciate having Ns sldtis towered. Last yean’ Group Three NngGeo^r 
States winner at GoorNreod ran bettBr than ^wn creditor to tfis jeer's race won by Aver- 

0 and seems to be coming back to form. Bravw Edge teeps himseff n the best company, 

which explains wty ha hasn't won tor some time. Two runs to France, phis a good third to 
Coastal BUT at Newmarket <n between, mow ha Is wei 14 ? to tMs pade end probab^tm 
one they a have » beat Bkie Iris hasn't had the best of luck tots season. &som mo/ not 
nave surcad her behind Ye Matak on Derby day and she then look a bump a Chester, to- 
thoidto down the field at Aaeot last time, she had a big we#« In a oompettow hsntUcap 
and meets O-oftemCettdh le^sh) and Raaaion For Ufa (tanth) on tor twter terms. She 
wont be far away. Selection: RAMBLING BEAR 

I STAG APPRENTICES HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4400 added 
Ira 2f Penalty Value £3469 

1 4-402 BBR HUG (3S)(LGLanuv lady Hanes 4 100 9MBR0n8 

2 412010 EUBOBOK BOY (23) (C) (N DawtiAti AJ bmb 4 9 12 CC«rver(B)5 

3 208(05 SWI HHBHIS ( 10 ) PlfTR Man*!) SDw 59 U PDoe(3)lB 


4 134063 PRiiCESS DW9B1E (14) (CD) Ws M Wrthar) W tejr 5 9 6. 

5 34S300 lH«RE95(57JIDJ(Fa*»®W«7Affens495 

6 001664 USDS 9EA) (23) (CD) (Stas Aninei Feed IMs 5 MIDI 6 95, 

7 224053 UTEXARy (17) (SsWr Mchammad) J Go3len3 93 

8 -04000 WVALBl>34)tCDl (TwertyTWBrtytec*® iteN M«auley990 

9 2e« CB£BRMR(39)WsAntiEMrNcnrand)AH0S3813 
ID /iOaS- 50OTI2SH BNM8 (U78) (CO) AViMs^tP MU»r 9 8 13. 

11 050000 ABSOUnEUSUNnN|43)mUMti)orrtiDMsBWnc481L. 

12 061331 CKSIDKSMeOT^(SlarKni0riE)Mikn9SMelv3Bll 

13 08214 SEC8ETBAUflTP7)WWbfcBlAr*kmaKMBhd3B9 

14 236444 0fDMNB>(2D)W(PaerQxknR]Ci«EAresi4 89 

15 5«y B0CX5C9E (766)(»*sJrt^KS) ASDMttr58B 

16 00(024 MBUUMA(16)(DHNaillutttaieiase Ud) RFtoey 1186 

17 450122 ZAUALEK [USA) (21) (D) IMssV MatioMtii) R M Fb*e 5 8 4_ 

18 40400 HlRWIAW(5fllB^lWre*p)IBtt*ng384 

19 -03000 KBSa(lM<RFmkG)sadSKaiaeHel583 

-19dcdnd- 

BErTWfc 11-2 Pitncess Daretfe. 1M Beer »c 7-1 Utwary. 8-1 Tiwalell, 10-1 OwnUma Fl»i. 
Btotice Bey, 12-1 Btee Hetfte, O ri ti red, 14-1 Taoptrew. 103. AbeotoMye h Mlng. CekbraM^ 
MnAmb, Obetoe, Secret Mot, 241 EBwsy lady. Real BW, 25-lotiwra 
198ft VMb Flare 3 9 1 R Man (S) 7-2 M Bed dan (11) 12 ran 
ROHM GUDE 

Edre IWgtds had tire ffbund in ha feWM- utiren ramng weB at a big field at Sandcwn last 
time. He hadn't done too badly when third behind Supreme Sound at UngheU on a faster 
autace the time before but is dearly better with some cut. Quota: Boy. back r seventh 
in that tind&sid race, may have found diet opodnR 9 te quick after wotting at Sandow only 
tourdajeearifer. He atso cams wide sm ths strain end wasn’t pereewradwrtft once baat- 

staying bn et^ thPd^a°l^m.forther back. Thar was raw a mde and 
-.Ifftoate tee Maneaatioidd suit the piacal horres a bn toore.^th apatt Item the fed 
that they are margreBy barer off at me watfts. A ffln-futong Sandown tenner htooetf be- 
fare tha. ZamateX has since jusr miased out to Nwscng raer s mie and a h^r a Fofte- 
sama. A tengih rad a quarter bar* in thud was Country Thatch, whoid prwiouslyjua held 
Bear Hug there over timely this mp- A stria Ine learns idle tob, bur Bear Hug doesn’t 
make (paterae sama apped wah sen stone on rat back. iMamy** lutntogrws the MiDpa 
of a stewards’ etqisiy betwid Bear Hug at Folostone. Uterary has had her share of chances 
but ran bettor whan third 10 Fern’s Governor over a mfle at Windsor next time and a retim 
to this trip Is to her fewur. Prioress DantaNa beet 17 ahere over the cause and iterance 
m May and toBowed up at wmreor soon after. She’s n« wea to aB fora sons once then and 
ties canstsront fifty can ataye be rated upon to rut an hones raet Daren ODondve s a 
ineU tear and he has toe mout on Seoet BaBot 

■ cZAMALEK 


REMPSTONE MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) (D1V I) £4^00 
added 2YD 7T Penalty Vatae £4^S2 

AUniBE (MKFRWaoaJSkUPrescccga. SSredmlA 


0 ASPBMNTOmCHHteFWrCbdUBBSO 

4 CJUWUMPUQLBt (USA) Gffl) (the Maple leds) Pitas 9 0_ 

cmOKEEHAW ABA) (MeiKxrnN IMmun) B H#s90 

C0PB99CUS DKSphd IWfff) PCtie 9 0 . 


CU1UREDKMQ (The Hfftitifc Pmr4v) 1 araOKWrounfe 9 0 . 

04 DA3«BBC»(12)(IfldMMClrtUtaB90 

OO DUTCH UDOfeP Dean) MTtanftra 90 

0 rorWNKHT (U)(SheBhMtimnd)U State 90 

0 IMLSHOT(23)(Mati)oraUUta«SOwBO. 


— Hfentoolfl 
—Pet Eddery 19 
waMcXsesn 20 

TQtanll 

R Bta ae B 7 

— KAttertr4 


_H Henry (3)3 
J Reid 6 


MUIRBWU (IBA) (Hamdan N Mstonin) E ttatap 9 0 . 

HKKEmaorposamRHatHsneaiBO 

PSffBX KAT (TrakO ws N Marartiy 9 0 

RDCauor M*n toting) G Wage 90 

ROOLSHOCX (tatanmadtaer) Dialer 90 

SaBORYCiqCKNxMraiJBHfcSO 

sum jHamtaAfMdaan»JGredm9(L 


JUrttaDwytr 10 

i Hewer 16 

X Drier 5 

.PBbetaMdU 

At Mb 17 

HRy»13 

PwS Eddery IB 

L Dettori 9 


0 WVERQCK^^ (the EanCadegon) J Dinap B0- 


_W J (ycomnr 2 
1 Stack 1 


I FortawS 


DcarsnwDusr DDaCotiFwnash«AJBM(iy90 

PBCriA(E(USA)(aeR»«CUi)PRVlaMier89 

- 2 Dtiscfered> 

BEIIBiB: M Start. 6-1 Creadta Pettier, 252 Ry to N04 M ROfN Stroek, 9-1 AWtsde, 10-1 
Ctiwota Bead. 12 aCcpeatine.Uaate|.lllti(iisre.M-lSewsaty,tlhwe Beck, lB-lDseblngCMel, 
20-1 others 


KM 


NORM GUDE 

The fed tha Fork* Deooi has Ihe nde a a saong sug^sbon that newcomer SMART Is CDn9dead a 
UspeetaSyisff Tycoon 04 Ofsirintag Mr Aospecfcrma^ ha psdDbe i»d6 (her ip. Atamta'- 
ft in the same ovnenfro, comes tom aywd Cbtogtiuievrel wlh Is wrayeerdOB and s Bc^o 
a pod acoouri ofMmsdf. ADtacte Cherekee Band, Copernicus, HMtaway aid Royei Sta* ere 
el nHwsmeeeom sabtositw can be rated on® twosome decertyoungners. The natier shoUti 
soon reved thee cepebiBes. especcfe ABtude, tom ajoa very much In fcnn at presere. But the pKk 
on txm b Caewton Parties who ftodwtiAat n Itort d Sanoqr aner bom shaped wtil Wit vne 
ora behnf Seoat Arthnaa Kempcn. i^r Mtat the rexrtof Jdn Red. is an raresbng nmer 
tan the sure of Meted Stake. 

:SWRT 


LINGFIELd; 

HYPERION ^ 

D Bahamian Wtetody Z30 JBie 3J)0 PrtoOf 
ce 330 Holy Wine 4JK) Baaheth 430Dtam- 

*y 5 jOO Northern Angel (nb) &30 ‘feme Va8ey 


2.30 


Ur Hof -uni* ntonti in Firm in ptaws): - SondanL 
LS; Turf - -4Rl|g|H, M.-uwfc* sde: tin :IT. 

1 R.W AlW.VNTAGE; On u«rf, 1»W» ^ ^ .nspyde. 
,-lunrl, Hikin' •■«««•. .WT tan 
^^..finvmon I WCS. LtogcW wskm 

m*** lux-. ADMISSION: Mk-mUraSiATtatireBs 

AS PARK: iTub Sri; remainder hue. 

in WGTOUNEBS: G L Moore - ^ wtaicm flrora RM ^un- 
Rttto ,.r |:MSs Lord BwmfBgdM 19 ttan 
JuiTo-Solth-aa t6r Mn a)7(I3.«fcJ;RBta«i45 

^DW JOCREYS: B CoelmtDc 

—in, ,rf l7l»; A Clark M fnmi 470 I I'.lkRU H«l- 
17 Stun ’-IK'. IS!*** J <**** ‘ Imm fBO (6.1HL 
VOUHlTES: 7 |u wbw to ilRfi hkw (84.1%). 
^tHUFISST TIME: Airborne Harris (4. 001; Bsh ami- 
Jodvfwnwl, ~ 00)^1*°°^ (riwK«L Stfe waassoB . 

nltft mflons Ptijta (vbkinri. 1.00V; Zireari (WffLi 1 
tr^ftni HIE UOT SEVEN D«V5Sr TVon\ Por»a Me 

1 Bn0drM"in''inlnt*ta! w * 1,,I 3 f Team(.’iJ)l))wDnri.FWI»- 

;HdSSScEM»NNBBS: Airiwne Bank (400/ A 
1 Row ( 1J0I Itmf hws» "HR tBifos b>’ A B^ey tai 
Hralw.mh. Ilteshirr, U Mw Vita (5.00) sent 200 mOos 
anneinl fntot KhtgJrridge. Pomn. 


.7 State 2 
KWbbBV 

roeno (IB) B Medan 9<Up- zJJJJjjg 

aOMTOW (IS R HannotSO — 

leHtwoPt CT W at mdbbcbo — 

mi iiwanciaii 8 iL...— 

DRHetetoBV 
J fetes 11 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
IB 
17 


NUTFBD MACEN STAKES (CLASS gJIV 
I) £4,050 added 2YO ffiBes 71 

33 MBOWDA(4fe9rMPraseod811 GDidfelda 

*uroi»(USA)PQ*an easier 11 

AfelWELAMSBUfeBia ' -DH^mda 

0 ClOCDS0FGU3W(38)RChaten811. TSpnteB 

00 R»B0NM(2«K»«Wft811 j.Hte j 

0 RKFAB«{39)NOftUaiail — ^«tare e» 

55 HOtoafeLCwrerlBll — RFti»ei*P)7 

ffMNafVPHMESSTJteM^knBU ACtakl 

« JOE (USA) pa»H CBM 8 11 

MBBAIE 9BA) (73) (BF) J GcedenS U GHM12 

OW8ABNUBE(F»0(19)CJames811 NAdawlfi 

FBUOSESHfeSll BfeieeilS 


nQBjOB) D Loder 8 11 . 


-B0DC*rea4 


000 KKT«M£(tBA)ai)DL0da813. 

6602 SMUT(7)PnWta«812 

504005 MU HAKE AJSA) (7) P Ctie 8 1L>_ 
0065 WBSSnTE(l£)TJta««ri810. 
041000 L0BUCHE [7)R Hattn BID _ 

000 sHBcAieopfeCjMMsaio. 


IB 

_JiHfed4 

_fl Carter 7 


113 
1(1)5 
JSMaS 

0042U VM0NTre9BEri(E(B)UT0BipMre81O(5e4 DBk»6 

001 fOTOTLOVEClS) J Barks S 7 — 

430 SH0RTB0IMNCE(14Jita87 
46540 HUIsaA(57)J AH 0 U 8 & 

0450 mi£S*UX(U)}AntieBB 
004 SABO i iUSn , ra))PMiqn85 
00050 IMBf BI0rp5)PitaaB4. 


U 0 BOHKKE(USA)(108)JGData389 BHndS 

12 (023 FONTBN (82) (BF) ASw«t 389 DHeBridlO 

13 600 MU2AAr|USA|B40)WRHen389 RCoetam9B 

14 WtSMLCurati389 BFWb(3)ll 

15 0404 SHMtinAH(17)RArraitr«38e RHBS4 



46 teBeoFurwAitrpftiaititgsu *“!S 

0 RBUBBECm(21)Rttanon8U«« taOBtiM 

5 SWEET SORROW C^CWriSU M TebMtl7 

4 WBA(U9A)l«lIIXnlDpBll -J»» 

-17 riedend- 


0506 msiA608IE(12)RHarn)n84. 

204221 ROSEWOOD IMH (17) KBUriBfl 2. 

-lfidodverf" 

BETTBift 5-1 Hofe Who, 7-1 BWoel. M Pertai Vetaro. What tagd 
Me, taty Lsira, 10-1 Start. RM Mapla, noa — e nd Lady, 12-1 ottan 


BETTilG: 2- 1 DereMf 4-1 RM^7?Nnaat, B-l J 
10-1 EMbTODe, 14-1 Craft Sends, fl Weo, tod Ns tore, 19-1 ofttet 

HBL8 BUNDLEYHEXTH HAMXCAP (CLASS 
O) £4^00 added 7F 

022210 PHESENrC8BWHN (21) (DQR Gras 4100 


BEITil®iIJkie,7-lAftefadk4Ntaik*APtealrmNiiss2W 
Aqaaale, Mde « Hf He>t 1H- etkera 

NUtmDMABSi STAKE (CLASS D)(WV 

■) £4fiB0 added 2VD.fBles 7T 

MDALB8 8 Wb 8 11 DHnired2 

BAU0W A swan 8 1 L . , — TSpnteil 

q ai)8H«0(M)JHfc811 — — ACtefcP 

*WfB0LFPAKONTJtou3«r8Ll AMcOereA 

HmCRACrBHfeBU 

330 H0Wra«W(lBMCremiJn811 j 

90 IB9UN (P) (BDP CckiB ll— 

JtMsU 


-DBggsll 


jqtani2 

-RCbtaaeaS 


*ttwwpwcA«im..- 

gJSBiiaTs 


1 
2 

3 
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sport 


Rusedski 
moves to 

new plane 

John Roberts reflects on a superb 
fortnight in New York for Britain’s No 1 


Grey Rusedski travelled by Con- 
corde bom the Goal of the 
United Slates Open yesterday to 
participate in the Samsung 
Open at the West Hams Cub, 
Bournemouth. Anything slow- 
er would have been akin to re- 
luming the fastest server in the 
world on the Spirit of St Louis. 

Rusedski's spirits were as 
high as could be expected con- 
sidering how much he had ac- 
complished without laying his 
hands on the coveted prize. “It 
would he nice to have a nice wel- 
come. hut I would have been 
happier if I was bringing the cup 
home." he said. 

London has been home to 
Rusedski, who was bom and 
raised in Canada, since he de- 
livered his British passport to 
the Lawn Tennis Association in 
1995. He seems to become 
more British by the minute, if 
not in terms of his tennis, which 
is lur loo potent to be typical. 

The unseeded Rusedski, fre- 
quently serving at above 140 
mph. hit one delivery timed at 
145 mph - the fastest recorded 
on the professional tour - 
against Hit Rafter during the 
concluding set of Sunday’s final. 
Not even that discouraged the 
athletic Australian No 13 seed. 

“Pretty bloody big," Rafter 
said. ‘Tra not trying to compete 
with him with thaL My arm 
would fall off 1 thought: *Oh, na 
he’s got one record, he's going 
to take another one*. I tried not 
to let the second one happen." 
Rafter succeeded, main taining 
his impressive consistency to 
prevail, 6-3, 6-2, 4-6, 7-5. 

Mighty serves are only part of 
Rusedski's repertoire nowadays, 
a point underlined throughout 
the tournament. Asked about the 
143 mph during his interview, he 
said: “I'm sure that will be bro- 
ken as we 1L I'd rather come here 
and had no record and said I won 
the match.” 

Rusedski has worked hard on 
his groundsirokes since hiring 
the American Brian Teacher as 
his coach 16 months ago. While 
Rusedski does not have the 
fluid style of Rafter's attacking 
game, he shows signs of be- 
coming a more complete play- 
er than previously imagined.' 

As Teacher sard: “He's im- 
proving nut only in front of my 
eyes but in front of everybody 


else’s eyes, too. That's a beau- 
tiful thing as Car as a coach is 
concerned.” 

Rusedski, who had not won a 
patch on his three previous vis- 
its to the US Open, became 
Britain’s first representative in the 
men’s singles find since Fred fer- 
ry defeated Don Budge in 1936. 

“I didn’t feel the weight of 
history," Rusedski said. “I just 
went out there and enjoyed my- 
self. I think Pat did the same 
thing. It was a tremendous Feel- 

X ) play in the US Open and 
in a Grand Slam final. But 
Fd rather be walking on Cen- 
tre Court at Wimbledon for the 
final. That's always been my 
dream. Maybe HI do thaL” 
For the moment, however, he 
will endeavour to combat any 
sense of anti-climax while try- 
ing to settle his feet on the slow 
day courts of Bournemouth. 
Tm going to tiy my best out 
there,” he said. “I made an 
obligation to pity the lourna- 
menL Hopefully the British 
public wili get behind me. They 
can get me through the first 
round.” 

Rafter, having rocketed the 
stock of Australian tennis, will 
lake a few days off before prepar- 
ing for the Davis Cup semi-final 
against the United States in 
Washington later in the month. 

A decade ago, when Rafter 
was 14, he watched on television 

as fel Cash clamboured up to the 
players’ guest box after winning 
the Wim bledon tide. He imag- 
ined doing something similar 
himself one day, and could not 
resist scaling the perimeter wall 
in the Arthur Ashe Stadium 
“Yeah, Cashy did iL I thought it 
was pretty cooL" Rafter said. 

Only once before had Rafter 
had cause to celebrate a victo- 
ry, after winning on grass in 
Manchester in 1994. He had suf- 
fered defeat in five previous fi- 
nals this year. 

Injuries have contributed to 
Rafter's slow germination as a 
player of the highest quality, and 
problems with a wrist last year 
severely damaged his morale. 
He can trace his path to Sun- 
day’s title back to Australia’s first 
round Davis Cup tie against 
France, the holders, in February. 

Trailing by two sets to Cednc 
Pioline, Rafter made a remark- 
able recovery and turned the tie 



Pat Rafter (right) is congratulated by Greg Rusedski after winning the US Open on Sunday right Photograph: AP 


in Australia's favour. The cap- 
tain, John Newcombe, recalls 
motivating Rafter during 
change overs by telling him he 
was waging a "war of attrition”. 

Rafter thrilled everybody 
with his gutsy performance. “It 
was only afterwards that he 
asked me what attrition was,” 
Newcombe said. 

More recently, after securing 
victory against the Czech Re- 
public in two days, the Aiisaes 
indulged in a little celebrating 
on the Saturday ni gh t. Next 
day. Rafter lost a dead rubber 
in the reverse singles and pub- 
licly admitted that he had not 
sobered up until the third set 

"Tonight IT have a drink of 
water and go to bed,” he said 
with a smile on Sunday after be- 
coming the first Australian to 
win the United States title since 


Newcombe in 1973, demon- 
strating that he has a lot in com- 
mon with the great Aussie 
players, on the court and off. 

In spite of Pete Sampras’s 
elimination in the fourth round, 
the tournament was a triumph 
for art of serve and volley. 


which is believed to be a dying 
art “Well,” Rusedski com- 
mented, “I don’t mind if it 
goes extinct and me and Pat do 
iL That would be fine. 

“I think maybe younger kids 
growing up wfil be more ag- 
gressive. If you've got a good 
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serve and you can get to the net, 
you canget a lot of free points. 
You need an afl-rcrand game to- 
day. That’s why Pat has taken 
such a jump.” ■ 

A good deal of development 
is taking shape in the women’s 
game, currently dominated by 
the brilliant 16-year-old Marti- 
na Hingis. 

Few players have been 
blessed with, the range of 
strokes, positional sense, poise 
and early maturity of Hingis's 
game which was far too ad- 
vanced for Venus Williams to 
penetrate with her raw attack- 
ing power in Sundays final. 

Williams, threemonths older 
than Hingis, has time to learn 
from the defeat in the final ofher 
debut at the US Open, 6-0, 64. 
If she does, there could be some 
exciting times ahead. 


Packers make perfect mess of things 


American football 

MARK BURTON 


If the first weekend of NFL 
action was not enough of a 
naming to those who insist on 
Nicking favourites, then the 
second" round should certainly 
have persuaded such punters to 
lake a closer look before pick- 
ing candidates for the Super 
Bowl. Even on game-hy-g;imc 
IsjsK, going for the short odds 
K not bringing a return. 

There was talk of the Green 


Bay Packers, who ran up a 13-3 
record last year and swept to the 
Super Bowl, might produce per- 
fection this season. Forget it. 
With 1 1 seconds left at Veterans' 
Stadium on Sunday, rookie Ryan 
Longwell missed a 28-yard field 
goal and the Packers lost 10-9 to 
the Eagles in Philadelphia. 

The Packers failed to score a 
touchdown for the first time 
since 18 October 1 992, a run of 
S5 regular-season and playoff 
games. “This is an early wake- 
up call for us." Green Bay's 
conch. Mike Holmgren, said. 


Ty Dernier’s pass to Freddie 
Solomon for a two-yard touch- 
down with 1:56 set up the 
Eagles win. That fourth-down 
pass capped an 80-yard, 19-play 
drive that lasted 9min 22sec. 

It was enough to leave punters 
tearing their hair out - the 
Eagles had opened the season by 
losing to the unfancied New 
York Giants31-I7. Of course, in 
game two for tbe Giants were 
thrashed 40-13 at the Jack- 
sonville Jaguars thanks to 
inspired play by a third-string 
quarterbackl Steve Matthews 


directed tbe offense to a franchise 
points record in his first start. 

Matthews, picked up on 
waivers two weeks ago, was 
playing in place of Rob Johnson, 
who had started since Mark 
BruneQ was injured in a pre- 
season contest against the 
Giants. He completed 15 of 22 
passes for 252 yards and directed 
eight scoring drives. Nalrone 
Means and James Stewart ran in 
two touchdowns each. 

The New England Patriots 
are bucking the trend. They 
started with a 41-7 win over the 


San Diego Chargers and fol- 
lowed up with another con- 
vincing performance, beating 
the Colts 31-6 in Indianapolis. 
Drew Bledsoe threw four 
touchdown passes to four dif- 
ferent receivers for the second 
consecutive week, completing 
15 of 25 passes for 267 yards. He 
threw a 34-yard scoring pass to 
Shawn Jefferson, a 21-yarder to 
Curtis Martin, a six-yarder to 
Vincent Brisby and a 21-yard 
TD pass to Troy Brown. 

The Dolphins have also made 
a flying start Olindo Mare's 


third field goal of the game, a 
29-yarder 2:15 into overtime, 
gave them a 16-13 victory over 
the Tennessee Offers in Miami. 

Rjr the second straight week, 
the defense and special teams 
of the Dolphins bailed out the 
misfiring offense, which twice 
bogged down inside the Offers 
10 and has^nanaged just two 
touchdowns in two games. 
Neverthelessj They have won 
them both, and, on Sunday, Dan 
Marino completed 24 of 43 
passes for 324 yards. 

Results, Digest, page 25 


ECB officials propose alternative manifesto 


A iwiv-dhiMun County Champ- 
ionship was yesterday proposed 
lw Lord's executives as the dc- 
Nitc for change iu English crick- 
el reaches a climax. 

Tim Lamb, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board chief ex- 
ecutive. also revealed thru an en- 
1 lanced all-play-all Champion- 
ship, with a linked Super Cup for 
eight top teams, will also be con- 
sidered when the IS counties 
meet at Lord's next Monday to 
deckle a new domestic structure. 

There are now three options 
on the table, including the 


ihrce-confurcnce system out- 
lined in Lord MacLaurin's orig- 
inal “Raising The Standard" 
blueprint of 5 August. 

Lamb and three other senior 
ECB executives -Tem Blake, 
John Carr and Cliff Barker - 
have spent a week putting to- 
gether the two alternative pro- 
posals after last week's meeting 
of the First Class Forum to dis- 
cuss MacLaurin's document. 

That gathering ended with 
the ECB’s management board 
deciding that there was not 
enough broad support for the 


conference idea to get a signifi- 
cant majority of votes on 15 
September. Lamb’s team was 
immediately set up to look into 
providing options. Yesterday the 
18 counties were foxed two al- 
ternative proposals and have a 
week to decide how to vote. 

A fourth alternative, of 
course, is to vote for no change 
at all, but retaining the status 
quo would at this stage make a 
nonsense of a process for 
change which was set in motion 
bv the counties themselves. 

It seems certain now that the 


three-conference system, which 
would have produced a 14-match 
first-class season and included 
two play-offs for each county, win 
be rejected. The one-day pro- 
posals, namely a 25-match na- 
tional league, also look doomed. 
But whether counties will em- 
brace a. two-division Champi- 
onship remains to be seen. 

The second of yesterday's 
proposals, for an enhanced 18- 
dub Championship, looks like 
bring a more aitractire option for 
those unwilling to commit them- 
selves to a two-division split 


This new formtila for revitalising 


top eight teams . qualifying for 
knock-out oneway Super Cup 
competition to be played in the 
firsthalf of the following season. 
The plan is for this extra Cup to 
prove a hiaative af fair , with ao- 
companying TV coverage- 
Improved prize money for 
the Championship, plus pro- 
posals for the bottom four 
teams in the Championship to 
join minor county sides in round 
three of the NatWest "frophy, 


are also outlined as ways of cre- 
ating greater competitiveness. 

If either of the two new pro- 
posals are voted in they would 
be adopted for the 1999 season. 

The NatWest Trophy, al- 
though in an improved form and 
open to more minor teams, will 
■ remain as a 60-over competition 
but the final is planned to be 
brought forward to the last 
weekend in August. The draw 


for next year’s first and second 
rounds, due to be made yester- 
day, has been delayed in view of 
all the uncertainty. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


AXA Life League 


.In 


Norttumte v Durham 
NORTHAMPTON: Northampton*!** (4pta) 
mbjitwwMi 

WJi .’s* 

DURHAM 

) t Mots h tVam .... 20 

SHultwirT MB Bd*yb Swarm 30 

'« P SKitf* 0 Ctuun .... ... 

*D C Ram nol OUT 54 

J J B two l> Rwocrtnv .26 

RMS Wesmr c T M b Bode* 0 Smih .....6 

J Wood mn ou! G 

l Eh*Uft£ nrt put _„1 

Extras i DC. sir. *3< __ 16 

Total (tor 6. 40 o«n) 18B 

FMt 1-28. 2-60. 4-135, 5-156. 6-181. 

DM not hot N Kteen. M J Sagm. A WUfco. 
BonOnc Bam 60-40- L Tatar 6-1-38* Cur- 
ran Smut 8-0-29-2; Pertfratfiy 

7-0 24 1: R i Balov 4-0-16-0. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

R R Monmraene ran on 86 

4 1 Penartnr t> Mood 0 

h M Cursi c lr« b Mew ..16 

0 J 6 Sales c Moms b Wood 3 

•* JBa**cBo«M*8SaQ#r; JO 

A Fcxaum c Spff&C b W3*ff 15 

>!C Mutton naou .41 

Extra (63. »3 n»?i - 15 

Total (for S. 39 orars] IM 

Fab: u 2 26. 3-41, 4.73. 5-iia 


Old not bac J P T^tar, C P Swn\ T M B B» 

(cy. I A R Bawl. 

P oxMn c WoadSO-SS-SHOEen 7-031-L Bos 
Uoptiw D } CdnsUnt and R Julian. 

Minor Counties Championship 
Final 

RhjfdavoCftw 

Bedfordshire v Damm 

UITON: Down non on a higher rut rate. 

SedtorSTwe »cn rass 

DEVON - FkSt budogs 216 for 5 iN A Fot- 

Und 58. PM Rxttick SOni. 

BEOPORDSHKE - Rm loa«S» US (dr 9. 

DEVON - Second tarings 

(OrfSTMjit 27 far 0) 

N R Gjywood in* b Star 34 

KAO Batrctt b Button 10 

n a FrfandeBuBeAb Dalton 5 

G r j loMsen a b Hobos .28 

■P M Roesuck c one o Ojkti 4 

A JftnJi Bur b teuton 7 

fC MW Read rat our JO 

KDanrfuebteftwi — .45 

P M Wjnen b Down JJ 

J Rtades not out £ 

Extra* IB3. 06. RMl *3 

Tool (for 8. 87 mm) 180 

Mb 1-da 2-da 3-79. +87, asa 

7-176.8-176. 


M not fee R 1 Couce. 

B o w fc iC Datno 206-43-5: Star 10-4-27-1: 
wwe 4-i-UMJ; Builen 10-4-51-1; FObero 
17-7-4Q-L . 

BEDHJKBSWRf - Second bmtap 

W Lchns c Pud) b Rhodes 51 

A R Robots Ebn b Roebuck — — 62 

D R Oarae c Goywood 0 Coupe 36 

DJM Mercer c Mltaren D Rtades 38 

CK Builen cPumb Roebuck 39 

R N Dafion c G^aood b Ftoebuck 0 

”P D B Hoare not on 8 

Z A Star not out — — 16 


flflL BiM. rtr2J_ 


Total ttar C, 67 orars}- 

Mb 1-92. 2-159. 3-163. 4-2201 ^223, 
6-223. 

EBd not bob K I Vtnfftt. tG D SonSonl, M R 
When. 

Book* Dcnotae 9-1-3SO; Wtawi 40-21-0; 
Roebuck 27-4-67-3: Coupe 17-1-69- 1; Riffi 
2-O-7-0: Rhodes 8030-2. 

Unefeas p Adams and M P Maran. 

«W TROPHY Ftaab Brtatnfc Ghwcesnstae 
2S2 ibr 6 iM G N WindOHS Ste R I Oaeson 
a. M J Owen 50r. Suner 285 far t (N S«M 
73. B C Hoboata 63). Suu a j obi by thrao 


Todays fixtures 

AXA UFEUAOCtaMday; 32^ DM Ttat 
tar± Lancastaa v Ebb. 

5EC0NDH CWMPIOMBVftaedepef fOio; 
ma m itai ■ - 


Montgomerie’s happy Monday 


Richard Montgomerie’s best 
ever Sunday League perfor- 
mance came on a Monday as 
Northamptonshire defeated 
Durham by five wickets with an 
over to spare. 

Montgomerie hit only four 
boundaries but assumed a gen- 
eral air of command for an un- 
beaten 86, batting throughout 
in an innings of 1 13 balls. 

His match winnin g unbroken 
stand of 68 with Ton Walton 
(4 1 no) came in a 10 over spell 
which galvanised his side. 

The temptation to draw 
grieving comparisons were im- 
meise for much of this resched- 
uled AXA Life contest. 


Initially due to be played on 
the day of the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wffes, the match was 
cancelled as Eari Spencer is the 
home Counties patron. 

Nor thamp tonshire's lethargy 
in allowing Durham to reach 
185 for 6 before ponderously 
setting off in reply, befitted a 
county whose own season isbea 
forgotten. David Boon’s un- 
beaten 54 came off 70 balls and 
he held Durham together after 
a second wicket stand of 52 be- 
tween Stuart Hutton (30) and 
Martin Speight (26). 

Northamptonshire needed 
49 from the final seven owns and 
that asking rate of seven and 


aver still applied with three re- 
maining . 

But wtiton had altered the 
shift of the match with successive 
fours in Alan Wilber's sixth over 
and when he dispatched tbe 
same bowler through midwick- 
et to tbe boundary in the 37th, 
and was then dropped by John 
W3od off Neff Killeen in the neat, 
Durham knew their fate. 

■ Durham’s frustration ai nar- 
rowly missing their first away 
win of any description since Au- 
gust 1995, which ironically came 
at Northampton was huge. 

And Wfikeris final act of kick- 

ingastumpcxitcrftbegrouixlwas 
a futile symbolic gesture. . 


Coulthard 
answers all 
the doubts 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Monza 

David Coul thard and Ron Den- 
nis were savouring the moment 

and it was not so mud) what was 

■aiit as w hat wasn’t that captured 
the mood and significance. 

McLaren-Meicedes had a 
win in the Italian Grand Prix 
here on Sunday to answer any 
lingeri n g questions about their 

continued partnership with their 

drivers and the team’s unpro- 
ductive mitre with Damon HflL 

Dennis enthused: “We’ve 
had some great drivers in our 
cars, but the way David leads a 
race is impeccable. When you 
are outfofront that’s the place 
where you realty feel the pres- 
sure. Ail the victories are nice 
but this was very sweet be- 
cause it was all about strategy 
and complete teamwork.” 

Cbolthard, too, had given 
his crew fulsome praise for tbe 
swift pit-stop which put him in 
front and exposed him to that 
pressure. The Scot handled it 
with a maturity belying his 26 
years and insisted it was the eas- 
ier half of the race. 

D ennis retained Coulthard 
and Mika Hakjrinen after HHJ 
rejected his offer, said to have 
been worth $2m (£l-3m) phis 
Sim a win. The two incumbents 
were commended for their com- 
mitment to the cause of winning. 
. And now Coulthard, having 
apparently vindicated Dennu? 
eventual decision, was stressing 
that ambition rather than mon- 
eywas his driving force. 

He said: “I believe I can win 
races and can contemplate win- 
nrng a rhampifwhip. My primary 

is to have that rather than 


money. J _ 

on where you are coming i 
“I probably could have 
earned more money up to this 
point of my career by being 
more aggressive in some ways, 
but you've got to be there and 
have a seat to do the job. Mon- 
ey is always an issue, but it de- 
pends on how big an issue you 
make iL I feel comfortable with 
what Tm being paid. 

*1 wouldn’t want to get in- 
volved in saying whether Da- 
mon was right or wrong in not 
accepting the deal because I 
don’t (mow exactly what he 
was offered. All I know is I am 
happy with how things are. 

“At the moment there are a 
number of teams who can win 
races and McLaren is one of 
them. And at the moment Ar- 
rows isn’L 


“Your primary objective is to 
get into a car that can win races, 
rather than the money issue. He 
didn’t like the deal that was of- 
fered, but the question is. do you 
want to win? Is the motivation ^ 
money or winning? I know he 
could have won in Hungary, but 
Td rather be paid less and be in 

9 ymnmg car on a regular basis." 

Hill, whose frustrations at Ar- 
row- Yamaha this season have 
been eased only by that stirring 
performance in Budapest, 
patently left Dennis unim- 
pressed with his attitude and 
perceived priority. 

COulihard observed: In sport 
it’s how much someone wants 
you. If someone really wants you, 
then you are in a position of 
strength. You get more for your- 
self It's just tiying to weigh up 
at any given time how important 
or irreplaceable you are. 

“On paper our team should 
get even better next season- We 
have the resources to do the job. . 
With the new regulations it is Mr 
diffic ult to know what is going 
to happen, but even if we get it 
wrong first time, wc wfil be aMe 
to react and do it again. 

Hill's pursuit of a car that can 
instQI him with confidence could 
hinge on the outcome of a 
High Court case on Wednesday, 
when Jordan and Benetton go 
into legal conflict over the ser- 
vices of Gian carlo Fisichella. 

The team who do not employ 
the Italian next season may in- 
vite HOI to fill the vacancy. 

Another factor in the Benet- 
ton equation is the impending 
departure of the managing di- 
rector, Flavio Briatore. Rocco 
Benetton, 27-year-old repre- 
sentative of the dynasty, is to be 
installed as commercial head 
while David Richards, head of 
the successful Prodrive rally 
team, is expected to be handed 
control of the racing operation. 
Hill’s other options are Prost 
and Arrows. 

As the rei gnmg champion, 37 
□ext week, awaits developments 
he must wonder whether he was 
a little hasty in walking away 
from McLaren. He pulled over 
here an Sunday with a blown en- 
gine at precisely the moment he 
was being lapped - by 
Coulthard. 

■ Williams will use BMW en- 
gines when the German motor 
company returns to Formula 
One in the year 2000. Ten 
years to the week since BMW 
left the sport, the team led by 
Frank Williams have decided to 
switch from their association 
with current engine manufac- 
turers Renault. 


Bees given a scare 


Ice hockey 


STEVE P1NDER 

In every Benson and Hedges 
Cup, the early rounds offer a 
few upsets where teams from 
the Premier Division manag- 
er to surprise the top Super 
League outfits. 

Slough Jets are no strangers 
to this scenario, having fright- 
ened their neighbours in the 
regional rounds in the past, 
and once again Bracknell Bees 
were worried men last week- 
end. 

The Bees looked to have the 
match sewn up with goals from 
Rob Stewart and Joe Ferrac- 
cfoli at the end of tbe first pe- 
riod but three goals in the 
second session from Slough, 


with two coming from Derek^ / 
Higdon, threatened an upset 
until, with eight minutes left. 
Chris Brant saved face to earn 
a 3-3 draw which still left 
Slough struggling in their re- 
gional league table, but riding 
high on pride. 

Peterborough Pirates’ fans 
also held their breath when 
their Premier Division side 
had the temerity to take a 1-0 
lead against the Cup holders, 
Nottingham Panthers, after 
10 minutes. The lead lasted five 
minutes into the second peri- 
od as the Panthers then went 
on to win 7-1. 

At the other end of the 
scale, Telford Tigers found 
themselves blanked when 
Manchester Storm, in front of 
5,500 fans, won 11-0. 


TODAYS FIXTURES 
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BROW TOO 

Eo0aixS v Moldova P-45) 

fat Adams PvK H#i HfreanM 


LHtanta w Reptartc of Mood (&£)____ 
Ittt Oaten sMkn. At/oai 
maONMDE FOOTBAU. I£ASUE 

msrofvmaN 

tadMMrlltta«in(74S| 

Prat Vale i Stockport (745) 

SECOND HVSSKM 

y«HH{7*6) — 


v PtanoBtH (7-48) 
r vYceSt (7.4SJ- 


W o rth ra nptra i v Lpton (T. 4». 
dUMitaanirASI 
1MRD DIVISION 


■uammce wnm 

OwHradara * Look (7.49 
DraianrYtod (7-45) . 


SCOTTISH COGMOU CUP 
QDAKIEB-HHMS 
~ * “ ” its C7, 

UM 


— DMstafE Atfreton v 

ttjrtwrc Brarfcar Sniff * iragiFM: Brarcw 
vAcmpon santoy; B$m Sprare v Lancast- 

tt-, Cotayfl Bay vCMrtoy; ftdWr v Bason Urns; 

S p Braynoorvep«sy.nrat n ii talnn pLi|M ’ t Ui- 

cafri UK!; Cratfenn v Bum; Easum Tom v 
BradtoKi ftrk AMflue Grata Howom v Faniav 
Ceta Goa v Ntahertd* Socfebncte) v iS 
Me WMtafBapvltoraWB Tdon; IMfen vtetae- 
oerr. WDCMpn * MWD y. Wonoop v TiaSdni- 

AtUonlttWRUon. 

DRPMRIENSlEASUEPnadvntWarRoBi- 

— 1 745 ). f arad ttaMoa: 

— S Braddqy v Sulion gduhal 
S outban DMsIor Traotntge v HavM 
KSlSWW5mqdPM«taMrt»vBBA- 
mg. dtafdiaa tafonm Cup fr«t trairali Ave- 
tavAtaBbiT0Hn;te9n9BtavteAadiHnHC 
Bedtad » Wjraoote Bsritarand v Vtea*i & 


— .. BraetoraB v Suom Lb-, aom. 

ley v BdMprs Sartao (7^; v 

KvgBom GraMm vltmairtbro: Oiaairaii 
* teotam taoad; Entdd v Sc ABars; fwo ua 
V temnd 4 Nmow 

iWttwIM^vltatrltatHM 
vWenMy;RMenMivRai«u;aBHasvKra>. 
teTJrai* raltaMB TUm* v Bopnr iteK 

Vtarthne vltacnc Teaang v H on wS wp w m 


F ACMag gas VASE Rnt quoMyUtf round: 
Esjngra Ccffi« v Nom fl Stoflanntaoeras; 
£B|j»n Itan vTtaeMqr(7^S); tarsoouUi vEbdt 
tMRfMBra Matty Malt AmddjBB narai v Ej a 
JTvnt ff (7^51; CrtN fem St Ftotra v Mnd: Han- 

CmMttuitli v SanluH (7.45): Giamel * Hraf 

gww v w wngioirajtft a*tnra v WedncsMd: 

v Ess 

Pi eaia i, Pagan v RetiML 

mTERUNX BIPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 

tJy| M »ircti. Ryle Spore » ftwyriium PN. 
^!L*!SJCOa«nE5 LEAGUE l%« DWMta: 

Ccfteraa v Pimcra CflOBS Haunniwi 
vCtaddmra; vyrnragon v iM^rove, 

Ssa^ss-gastas 

S^BatSSS?SSfS: 

TortafUBAmafflui; SovewyvBtohwntt 
u«0 SUKEXaWmVIEACUE FbatDMraan; 

sassc 

woorc S taltaM L W v Barnsley f7.cn TMrd 
“"tatoos Saraara^i v Naacasde (7.0i. 

temeJ; MNuau v 

PggJwhjtO); West Ham v warn n.45, 

Rugby Union 
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Scotland poised 
to reap rewards 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 

Scottish football scarcely had 
lime to savour the national 
side’s 4-1 defeat of Belarus 
before -news came of the pro- 
^3 posed breakaway by Premier 
Division dubs. Come tomorrow 
night, however, the focus will 
switch from the future of the 
Molherwells and Montroses 
to events in a faraway former 
Soviet republic. 

Belarus against Austria at the 
Dynamo Stadium in Minsk will 
be monitored as eagerly as if it 
were taking place at Jbrox or 
Tannadice. Scotland need a 
substantial favour from the 
team they trounced at Ab- 
erdeen if they are to avoid the 
purgatory of play-offs for a 
place in the World Cup finals. 

Austria's bruising victory 
over Sweden has made them 
favourites to win Group Four. 
Provided they beat Belarus 
home and away, Herbert Pro- 
^jhaska’s team will qualify aato- 
Wmatically for 1 Prance. 

Belarus’ record is not calcu- 
lated to encourage op timism 
among the Scots, whose, more 
realistic target is either to ad- 
vance as the runners-up with 
the best record or to win the 
two-leg play-off which is the 
very least that three points 
against Latvia in Edinburgh 
next month wonld guarantee. 

England turn 
to two Dyers 
and a Murphy 

The Liverpool midfielder Dan- 


Gary McAllister, whose 
penalty settled Scotland's visit 
toM insk in June, said: “It's a 
difficultplace to get a result and 
the pilch isn’t conducive to 
good football. Belarus will have 
key players back from suspen- 
sion and the Austri ans will 
have Anton Pfeiffer and 
Michael Konsel banned [both 
were sent off on Saturday], 
which must affect them.” 

The Belarus coach, Mikhail ‘ 
Vergeyenko, also offered hope 
to ms opposite number, Craig 
Brown. “I saw Scotland play 
Austria in April and I liked the 
Scottish team more. We hope 
we can play better at home and 
helpyou.” 

After all the uncertainty and 
acrimony surrounding Sunday’s 
fixture. Brown had done his 
usual meticulous job in prepar- 
ing the players. He also showed 
a masterful touch in his use of 
substitutes, one of whom, 
David Hoplrin, made a startling 
impact alter replacing McAl- 
lister. 

If Scotland’s display did not 
quite merit the praise heaped 
on it by a press which sees 
everything in extremes, there 
could be no mistaking the bal- 
ance their manager had pro- 
duced. 

First there was poise. 
Notwithstanding the presence 
of McAlHster and John Colling, 
this qualify was most evident in 
the contribution of Paul Lam- 


bert The Dortmund midfield- 
er has allied precision and vi- 
. sion to his customary industry , 
Wnn Jansen, who had hoped to 
buy him for Celtic, must won- 
der bow he was ever allowed to 
elude the dab he supports- 

Second, less surprisingly, 
came passion. The two goals 
from Kevin Gallacher, who re- 
cently expressed an admiration 
for Ally McCoisc’s knack of be- 
ing able to score even when off 
form, were the just reward for 
an afternoon of lung-bursting 
effort. 

As if to underline his point 
about McCoist, Rangers’ tal- 
ismantc striker set up Scot- 
land’s second with a mis- hit 
shot from an offside 'position. ' 
Hopldn bundled the ball in, and 
further demonstrated his val- 
ue with a stunning late indi- 
vidual goal. 

. With his gummy grin, framed 
by fangs, Hop kin evoked mem- 
ories of Joe Jordan, who also 
listed Morton and Leeds on-his 
CV. Jordan’s penchant for im- 
portant goals was largely re- 
sponsible for the fact that many 
Scots now expect to share, in the 
four-yearly global jamboree as 
of right. 

If, on this occasion, qualifi- 
cation comes down to goal dif- 
ference - the first criterion 
before goals scored and results 
between the two teams -Hop- 
kin’s inspired intervention may 
prove equally si gnifican t 1 




Reggae Boys given 
a boost by Burton 


been awarded their first Eng- 
land Under-21 caps for 
tonight's European Under-21 
Championship qualifier with 
Moldova at >ftfyoombe. 

Murphy is set to play behind 
the only orthodox striker in the 
side. Crystal Palace's Bruce- 
Dyer. The 18-year-old Kieron 
Dyer will be expected to get for- 
ward down the right flank and 
supply the ammunition for his 
namesake; who was recalled to' 
the squad because of injuries tri 
two strikers, James Scowcroff’ 
and Darren Eadie. - 

Aston Villa's Riccardo Sci- 
mcca will captain the side for 
the second tim e in the absence 
of the injured Ben Thatcher and - 
will be part of a three-man d©- ■ 
fence also containing Cbdsea’s, 
tit-aguin Michael Dubeny and 
Coven tty’s Marcus HaH - 
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World Cup round-np 

RUPERT METCALF 

The Derby County striker Deon 
Buxton scored the goal which 
rave Jamaica a 1-0 win over 
Canada on Sunday -and an udt 
expected glimpse of next year’s 
World Cup finals. 

One of a number of English- 
based players recruited by Ja- 
maica tins summer. Burton 
cracked a 55th-mixrute volley 
past Oak -Forrest, tbe West 
Ham goalkeeper, to give the 
home ride maximum points in 
their World Cup Coocacaf zone 
find round qualifier in Kingston. 

With three teams qualifying 
for France from a six-team 
group Mexico lead the way with 
11 points from five matches. The 
United States are second with 
nine from six and Costa Rka are 
third with eight from seven. 

. Jamaica lie fourth, behind 
Costa Rica on goal difference 
having played a game fewer. If 
the “Reggae Boys”, as Jamaica 
are known, can beat Costa Rica 


in Kingston on Sunday, they will 
be well placed to qualify for the 
finals for the first limp, ahead of 
the more-fancied Costa Ri- 
cans, El Salvador and Canada. 

A crowd of 35 JX30 packed Ja- 
maica’s National Arena for the 
match, with hundreds locked 
ouL As well as Burton, the 
home side picked Wimbledon's 
Robbie Earle, and ftul Hall and 

Snadafelded^fcstBromwich 
Albion's Paul Peschisolido and 
Pfymouth’s Carlo Corazzm as 
weilas Rarest 

The United Stales improved 
their chances of another appear- 
ance at the finals with a 1-0 win 
over Costa Rica in Portland, 
Oregon. Thb Ramos grabbing a 
78th-minute winner which was 
set up the former Everton mid- 
fielder, Predrag Radofi&vfievic. 

“We’re well cm our way [to 
Fiance] now,” said Steve Samp- 
son, the American coach, who 
picked the Leicester goalkeep- 
er Kasey Keller and Roy We- 
gerle, the former Queen’s Park 
Rangers forward. 
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Paddy Muir, riding ArcWo Brown, clears a fence during yesterday's triumph at Blenheim 


Rivals hand title to Muir 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Blenheim 

Paddy Muir gaioed the greatest 


Italians’ important job 


England may be planning to 
ambush them on the final 
straight, but first llafy have to 
find a way past Georgia on the 
last bend of their world Cup 
race. 

Italy must win arainst the 
skilfut Georgians in Tbilisi to- 
morrow, or face the prospect 
of England, and not tbe 1994 
World Cup finalists, qualifying 
automatically for France 98. 

Ccsarc Maldini is even toy- 
ing with the idea of a three- 
■ man attack, based on Roberto 
Baggio playing behind two 
strikers, in his quest to ensure- 
a deaf-cut victory in the Geor- 
gian capital. 

Italy's need for goals is 
based on the arithmetic of 
their World Cup campaign, 
which has become complicat- 
ed after a 0-0 draw in Poland. 


They are still top of Group 'Bvo 
in the European zone, but 
they are only one point ahead 
of England. 

With England likely to get 
three points from Moldova 
tomorrow, a failure to win in 
. Georgia would install Glenn 
HoddJe’s men as the group 
leaders before the decider in 
Rome on 11 October. 

Despite the need for goals, 
Italy’s 65-year-old coach is un- 
likely to try anythin g rash on 
the tactical front. Maldini will 
almost certainly start with his 
tried and tested 4-4-2 line-up, 
coupling the creative skills of 
Chelseas, Gianfranco Zola 
with Lazio’s powerful centre 
forward, Pierluigi Casir a g h i . 

Zola’s team-mate Roberto 
Di Matteo and Parma’s Dino 
Baggio are likely to harness the 


central midfield, with the Ju- 
ventus pair Antonio Conte 
and Angelo Di Livfo out on the 
flanks. JRabio Caanavaro and 
Ciro Ferrara should return to 
central defence, with the cap- 
tain Paolo Maldini on the left, 
Christian Fanucci on the right 
and Angelo Perazri between 
the posts. 

Italy won 7-0 in a practice 
game against an amateur side 
at the weekend, and Maldini 
said: “The game gave me afew 
indications, but nothing to 
make me change my mzod com- 
pletely. . Roberto Baggio 
shewed some nice touches, and 
mring him behind two strikers 
remains an alternative.’’ 

■ Bulgaria will become the 
third European nation to qual- 
ify for the finals if they beat 
Russia in Sofia tomorrow. 


when she progressed from third 
overnight to win the three-star 
Blenheim \btuhall Monterey 
I International Horse Trials on 
j her home-bred grey gelding, 

' Archie Brown. 

Having jumped one of only 
seven dear rounds in yesterday's 
final show jumping, the 34- 
, year-old Muir watched her two 
remaining rivals hand her the 
top prize. Bruce Davidson, the 
former dual world champion 
from the United States, took a 
mail brick out of the second 
fence with Heyday, before Mary 
King had three errors on the all 
.too predictable King William, 
with whom she had held the 
overnight lead. 


Showjumping has always 
been Wifi jams Achilles' heel 
Yesterday, as he cleared ihe first 
nine of the 13 fences, there were 
hopes that he might yet surprise 
us. Bui, having dislodged a rail 
from the 10th fence, it seemed 
inevitable that more mistakes 
would follow. 

“It unsettles him when he has 
one down, he then loses confi- 
dence,” King said. She was nev- 
ertheless delighted to finish 
third, one place below David- 
son who wfl] be a member of the 
strong US team at this week's 
European Open Three-Day 
Event Championships at 
Bui^hley. 

King finished just ahead of 
Leslie Law on Perryfields 
George, with Ian Stark (who 
moved up no less than eleven 
places) fifth after a clear round 
on The Moose. Tbe talented 
17-year-old Ruth Friend fin- 
ished sixth on Ice Dancer II, 


with whom she won the national 
two-star contest at Burgie in 
June. • 

Before her victory here, 
Muir’s biggest wins were in the 
national three-day event at Os- 
berton in 1991 and the one-star 
contest at Burgie last year. She 
was also runner-up here in 
1995 when riding Maisy Brown, 
another of tbe homes bred on 
the family farm in Cleveland. 

Muir has lost count of the 
number of horses bred there - 
“there’s a lot kicking around at 
home”. She has already event- 
ed seven or eight of them and 
there seems to be an unlimit- 
ed supply of youngsters wait- 
ing to be introduced to tbe 
sport 

Her winning mount Archie 
Brown, has jumped clear three 
times around the four-star 
course at Badminton - but the 
13-year-old will not be return- 
ing to the big event in Giouces- 


Record haul credited to Lottery lift 

Rowing Aiguebelette, France, last week- moved that up to eight I think centra te on their training an 


Britain’s head coach yesterday 
handed the credit for the coun- 
try's best ever world champi- 
onships to the National Lottery. 

. Two years ago Britain claimed 
just two medals - one gold and 
one silver. That record was 
comprehensively broken in 


Aiguebelette, France, last week- 
end as eight medals were won 
in a variety of disciplines. 

Head coach Jurgen Groebler 
was in no doubt as to the prin- 
ciple source of Britain's medal 
haul: “I think it is obvious what 
has caused the success,” he 
said. “Last year we only got two 
medals in Atlanta and since the 
Lottery grant [£1.8m] we have 


moved that up to eight. I think 
that money has been the main 
cause of the success. 

"The team have trained real- 
ly lard for thisand they have been 
able to do it without the pressure 
of trying to find the money. ^ They 
used to spend half of the time tbty 
could be training working, just to 
pay for the flight. Now they’ve 
got this money they can con- 


centrate on their training and 
that means that success comes.” 

Doublusculls silver medallist 
Guin Batten had intended to quit 
after Atlanta if funding was not 
available but tbe grant persuad- 
ed her to slay. “When the Lot- 
tery came along everything was 
sorted out for us and all of a sud- 
den it made w inning a possibil- 
ity rather than a dream,” she said. 


Photograph: Allsport 


teishire. “He finds the distance 
a bit of a struggle, so he'll do 
three-star events from now on,” 
Muir said. 

Davidson, on the other hand, 
is on the four-star trail He is de- 
lighted that his own country will 
be introducing an event of this 
status in Kentucky next April - 
to add to the long-established 
British contests at Badminton 
and Burghley, which are the 
only other four-star events on 
the calendar. 

“The whole world is delight- 
ed about Kentucky and I hope I 
they all back it,” Davidson said. ! 
“It has a super course and as 
nice a site as you could find any- 
where.” The course is designed 
by Mike Ethermgton-Smith. 
who is also responsible for the 
cross-co unliy fences here. 

BLENHBN VAUXHALL MONTEREY ■fTEIBUJTO- 
NU. HOME -TRIALS: l *cn* Brtwn IP Mur. GB> 
51Spmtes;2He*ferfBDtM*son. US> 59JJ5: 
a Nn» cat 602: 4 P 0 T»fe*&G 0 oe> 

1 La*. Gffl 6056; 5Ttw Meow 0 StiiK G8) 62/«: 

6 Ice Dancer 1 (R Fncnd, GBl 53.0. 


Coaches 
to meet 
referees 
again 

Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

England’s leading coaches wffl 
stage yet another cl ear-th e-air 
meeting; with senior referees 
over the next few days in an i effort 
to end the rampant confusion 
over rude and tackle rules. Many 
international players are con- 
cerned at what they believe to be 
an inconsistent approach by Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership and 
Heinckcn Cup officials mid are 
pressing for immediate action. 

Yesterday, the urgency of 
the situation was reiterated by- 
Kim Deshay es, the chief exec- 
utive of the English Rugby 
Partnership, the body charged 
with administering the top end 
of the domestic dub game. “If 
the actual participants can’t 
gel the rules straight, it’s diffi- 
cult to see how tbe spectators 
can hope to understand what 
they are watching” he said. “We 
do not have a satisfactory situ- 
ation at the moment, but a 
meeting is i mmin ent and wc all 
hope it will clarify matters.” 

Richard H31, the Gloucester 
coach, described the last meet- 
ing of minds between coaches 
and referees at Bisham Abbey 
as “a shambles” while Lawrence 
DaHaglia the %sps captain, has 
repeatedly voiced fears that the 
rules applied in England arc dif- 
ferent to those in force in the 
southern hemisphere. “We 
could get penalised to high 
heaven when we play New 
Zealand, South Africa and Aus- 
tralia,” he said at the weekend. 

In Sydney, Wallaby officials 
plan to nam e their new national 
coach later this week. Rod 
Macqueen of Australian Capi- 
tal Territory and John Connolly 
of Queensland have the field to 
themselves after Cardiff's Alec 
Evans decided not to run. 

Cbristophe Deylaud, the 
French international ouiside- 
half, is out for a month after in- 
juring his knee during the 
Toulouse-Leinster game in 
Dublin on Saturday while 
Philippe Saint-Andre, a far- 
mer French captain, twanged a 
thigh muscle while playing for 
Gloucester against Padova. 

Italy look to 
Five Nations 

Dean Richards believes Italy are 
close to earning an invitation to 
compete in the Five Nations' 
championship. 

The former England player 
was impressed by Milan, who 
forced his Leicester side to 
battle harder than expected for 
their 26-10 win in the opening 
round of the Heineken Cup. 

In the two previous meetings 
between the sides in 1992 and 
1993, the Tigers won comfort- 
ably by 40-24 and 53-7, but the 
Italians' vast improvement since 
those games nearly brought 
them victory at Welford Road. 

Richards was quick to back 
the Italians' claim for a place in 
the northern hemisphere's pre- 
mier competition. “The way 
they are playing at the moment, 
they could soon be in the Five 
Nations,” he said. 

“They have to sustain this lev- 
el of skill and commitment for 
awhile yet and provided they do 
that I don’t see why they can’t 
be included. They've certainly 
picked up a lot from where they 
were five or six years ago. 

* “Their boll-handling skills, vi- 
sion and the way they think 
about the game is far better than 
it ever has been. The way they 
used to play was perhaps two 
years behmd us. It’s a bit like our- 
selves and the southern hemi- 
sphere, but Italy are now coming 
on strong and playing very well. 
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Survival instinct 

Dave Hadfield on the changes 
needed in rugby league, page 22 


sport 


Hitting the Heights 

John Roberts on a fine fortnight for 
. Greg Rusedski, page 24 



Old Firm lead top 10 breakaway 




Football 

DAVID MCKINNEY 

A new future for Scottish foot- 
ball will he unveiled today by the 
10 dubs who make up the Pre- 
mier Division. All 10, led by the 
“big two" north of the border 
-Celtic and Rangers- have teu- 
dered their resignation to the 
Scottish Football League with 
effect from the end of the sea- 
son in the hope that an elite di- 
vision similar to that in England 
can be established. 

The breakaway by Celtic, 
Rangers. Hibernian, Dun- 
fermline. Motherwell, Heart of 
Midlothian, St Johnstone, 


Dundee United, Aberdeen and 
Kflmaraock will be discussed by 


committee on 18 September, 
although there is liltie it can do 
to halt the change coming about 
At best it can delay the in- 
evitable ty a season because any 
unauthorised departure would 
leave the players' registrations in 
the hands of the league. 

The moves will be construed 
in some quarters as prising ajar 
the door which leads towards 
amalgamation of clubs in Scot- 
land and England into a British 
league. That possibility was not 
discounted by Lex Gold, the Hi- 
bernian chairman, who is a 
spokesman for the Premier duhs. 


“That has not been part of 
our deliberations because our 
focus has been on improving the 

game in Scotland, he said, 
“although as a flexible minded 
person 1 would suggest every- 
thing is possible. The move 
will be in the interests of the 
whole of Scottish football and 
not just the top dubs." 

There was no comment from 
the Scottish League beyond 
confirmation from the secretary, 

Peter Donald, that he had re- 
ceived 10 letters of resignation. 

Jim Parry, the chief executive 
of the Scottish Football Asso- 
ciation, said: “There has been 
no formal contact with the SFA 
about this matter by our dubs." 


The proposed league will 
not be exclusive to the current 
10 ftemiex dubs and promotion 
and relegation will continue. 

Scotland's top dubs have 
been talking of breaking away 
from the league for at least five 
years. Back in 1992, the pro- 
pose looked like going through, 
only for Celtic to pull out at the 
11th hour and tear the whole 
idea apart. 

The debate came to the sur- 
face again in May of this year. 
That is when the 10 dubs, 
headed by the Rangers chair- 
man David Murray and the 
Celtic managing director Fergus 
McCann, said, they wanted a 
Premiership style set-up which 


would involve a new link with 
Sky TV Accountants were 
asked to come up with a busi- 
ness plan for the £87 -5m, five- 
year deal 

The Glasgow giants have 
over the years become increas- 
ingly frustrated at seeing their 
power eroded by smaller dubs 
and feel change was vitaL But 
this season opened with the 
same system in place and the 
same frustrations. 

However, all that looks about 
to change with Murray and 
McCann still at Ihe forefront of 
lie negotiations. Sty’s TV deal, 
currently worth £L0.4m runs out 
next May. 

There is little doubt an au- 


tonomous, filite league would 
derive financial benefits. While 
the English Premiership has 
dramatically increased the rev- 
enue from television, dubs m 
Scotland have received as tittle 
as £100,000 from TV shares 
while playmg in the top dxviskwL 
An important aspect to. any 
rhangg wfl) be theabQliy of the 
bigger dubs to make use of huge 
screens in order to beam away 
matches into their home 
grounds. Rangers recently were 
blocked from such moves by Ihe 
league who insisted on a 
£25,000 payout for every match 
shown at Ibrax to be distributed 
to the other dtobsJ 
However, a word of caution 


was sounded by Rick ftiny, who 
helped fashion the breakaway 

from the Football League by the 
then English First Division 
dubs in 092. ’ * ' ' 

“Simply forming a new 
league doesn't mean you get 

milli ons from TV or generate 
more sponsorship straight 
away,” be said. “It depends on 
market 1 forces and whether 
there is a demand for the prod- 
uct. A change like this doesn’t 
automatically improve the ba- 
sic quality of the product. 

“You can't wave a m%jc wand 

and suddenly everything is put 
right. You don’t get untold neb- 
es thrown at yon because you 
have become different” 


signs toil 
Rovers S 


mark burton 





Seaman 
'suits the 
occasion’ 


GLENN MOORE 


David Seaman has more Wem- 
bley memories than most: he 
conceded a 40-yard free-kick to 
Paul Gascoigne in the FA Cup 
semi-final; he won and lost 
Euro 96 penalty shoot-outs; he 
has even watched Rod Stewart 
play there in the pouring rain. 
Tomorrow, however, he will 
represent his country on a bit- 
tersweet night more laden with 
emotion than even the twin tow- 
ers could recall. 

Seaman was yesterday chosen 
by Glenn Hoodie to captain 
England in tomorrow’s World 
Cup tie against Moldova. He 
has been granted the honour, 
despite Hoddle's admitted dis- 

cause ^En^andcoach feels 
that he has the character to han- 
dle a singular occasion and the 
status to grace it. 

“He suits the occasion,” 
Hoddle said “He has the re- 
spect of players and public 
alike, is as experienced as any- 
one in the squad and at the top 
of his game. He is a smashing 
lad. always looking on the pos- 
itive but always in control of his 
emotions. No one knows what 
the evening will be like but I'm 
sun; he will be able to deaJ with 
it." 

Seaman received the MBE 
during the summer and Hoddle 
added: “That honour goes with 
the situation. There is a job to 
be done. Many people will have 
gone back to wort today, we 
have to do that on Wednesday." 

Seaman, who has previously 


ted Arsenal and Queen's Park 
Rangers, is Hoddle's fifth captain 

-Alan Shearer, Tony Adams and 

Stuart Pearce are injured and 
Paul Ince suspended He said: 
“The worst time will be up to the 
kick-off. We will all be thinking 
of Diana but after the national 
anthem I think the players* mood 
will change because we have a job 
to do. We wflj show our respects 
before that” 

Seaman feels a particular 
empathy with tite tragedy, as his 
fiancee s mother died less than 
a month ago. “It has been a bad 
month and an emotional time.’' 
he admitted. He and his girl- 
friend laid flowers at Kensing- 
ton Palace and signed the 
condolence book at Harrods on 
Friday evening. 

“You could see what it meant 
to everybody." he said. 'There 
was a load of nationalities there, 
not just English, all laying flow- 
ers. It was strange, a lot of peo- 
ple recognised me but no one 
bothered me for an autograph. 
Normally people do but they 
were there to pay their respects 
to Diana. I noticed it straight 
away." 

The England squad are do- 
nating their match foes to the 
Memorial Fund. They, the FA 
and other authorities are still dis- 
cussing whether, and when, 
“Candle in the Wind” should be 
played. Elton John had been ap- 
proached with a view to per- 
forming his tribute but will be in 
New York. A decision will be 
made on tire night after assess- 
ing the mood. “There is a dan- 
ger that it could become a 
wake,” admitted David Davies, 



Tbre Pedersen hopes that ib&jj 
£500,00(1 move to BlqcBw^l 
where he signed a tbree-yraaP' 
contract yesterday, 
him to earn a ticket toTimam- 
for the World Cup, . 

. inthatrespecnheNoiw^®;' 
central defender has an adwuirj- 
tage over his temn-tmmmmk 
Ewood Park, because 
are sure of their place in the^. - 
nab. Pedersen’s probkmwastijsff; 
his previous side, St Pauli weal- 
relegated from the top 
tfae German Ehjndes^ t pntGt& 
his international career. • T’?*; • 
Pedersen, who has more 
40 caps, missed the 1994 fimfS/' 
with a cruciate ligament flqt&y 
w^onkanatCftdharn.*Tte^ 
come here because ofmyWbdd - 
Cup place. I was happy-at5£. 
Pauli but when they were referfi 
gated 1 wanted to' leave. I nedefl 
to play at the toplevd,” bestfidf " 
-Newcastle United have fofcJ 
en two foreign players o(^titial^. , - 
The dub's assistant maaajMtf. . 
Tbrty- McDermott, said they . . 
were looking at Bernard Mow . 
a French Under-21 midfieldexT 
and a Spaniard, Alejandn^. 
Sierra Fumero. " . j-L 

Sunderland are hopmg tp^gf 
Mark Hughes from Chelsea dS? 
David Horst from Shoffeffi 
Wfednesday to ; nsa 

loss ofT^aD Quinn, their RiraSflr 
of Ireland international 
Quinn may need a third knee^ot 
eration in 12 months: Hem*® 
most of last season’s Premiers!® 
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David Batty (left) trains under the watchful eye of the new England captain, David Seaman, at Bisham Abbey yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


the FAs Director of Public 
Affairs. 

There will be other gestures 
with the team likely to wear a 
black ribbon, as Greg Rusedski 
did in the US tennis Open, 
rather than an armband. 

Les Ferdinand said most of the 


team had watched the frmeral at 
their homes. “No one could 
have played on Saturday but now 
we have to concentrate on the job 
in hand,” be added. 

“I think people are wer it now 
and getting on with their lives, but 
it was very emotional watching 


it. It’s such a pity h took a 
tragedy like that to bring the na- 
tion together. I hope we can give 
everybody a lift” 

England should manage that 
although, as Hoddle noted, an 
early goal would probably do a 
lot to Oft the mood and ease the 


tension on the night. Seaman is 
likely to find himself a remote 
captain, with much of (he play 
at the other end. This would not 
normally be ideal but Hoddle's 
choice is justified in the unique 
circumstances. 

Gary Pallister, somewhat 


ironically given his weekend 
interview, is doubtful after miss- 
iug trainingyesteiday with a stiff 
back. David Batty opted out of 
the squad match at the end of 
the session to nurse a foot in- 
jury which has been troubling 
him for a while. 


atft Irp f* Kfflnipnfti for fhi» wrm j 
time. He required farther suiri^J 
at the end of the season, butffiM 
problem has flared up agairw^l 

Matthew Le Tissicr is hop® ! 
to be over his broken anninting j 
to meet Liverpool on ajjgjg ; 
tember. Hebroke a bonehMK; 
tip of his elbow during a prwSff:. 
sonfriendlyin Germany andiB 
quired an operation. He 
initially ruled out for thrift . : 
months. JT ! 

Robbie Fowler and Oyvim j 
Leonhardsen, neither of whom > | 
have played sod&ft this season, 
will play for J^rerpooT reserves 1 
this week, mfhe hope of being 
fit for next peek’s Uefa Cup 
match against Celtic. . . - | 

Bolton hate sent Mark Fish 1 
back to South Africa to train with 
he former dub, Orlando Pirates. . 
The £2m centre-half, signed i 
from 'Roma, is still waiting ana j 
work permit and has to leave the 
country until it arrives. 

Tottenham’s Neale Fenn has . 
been promoted to the Republic 
of frdaad’s TVbdd Oip squad for 
tomorrow's match against 
Lithuania, despite being sent off 
for the Under-21 side againA 
Iceland four days ago. ™ 
More football, page 25 
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Monday's Solution 


uimauuuuuejui 
a □ u u ui u u 
UUUCaUtuUlilU UQUS 
□ Li [d Id II U U 
UI 3 DUUU U Id LIU LIU Id 13 

u u iuJ u u a 
HDUEltiia EEEBGttdEB 
U □ B Id U Id 
aHHQBHQH UUdUCJU 

a is u a in to 
uuuuuuuid uiantuuu 
id lj a □ u id u 
HUfflU (dfrJLJHUHLflia 
El U U U U U U 
iaejQHIdBHUElLd 



ACROSS 

I Chained up at a farm (S) 

5 Element in Renault, say, 

good to the French (6) 

10 Play Dorothy after expect- 
ing to haw a turn (7j,5) 

I I Love to he cautious about 
Information Technology 

12 Greek consumer is of more 
significance (7) 

13 Line taken by essayist's 
character? (8)' 

15 Draws an expression of 
t disappointment (5) 

IS Movement's right and sup- 
ported by party (5) 

20 Curve back a shot getting 
a reprimand IS) 

23 Cola? Negative (3-4) 

25 .About to tuck into excellent 
frozen dessert? (4-3) 


26 Resort to unlimited space 
to get four to boldly go? (5, 
10 ) 

27 Sharp bar put in place (6) 

28 Opportunist who secures 
the green^ht? (2-6) 

1 In truth a wicked Borders 
town (6) 

2 Maybe it’s Dresden where 
you could haw a dim sum? 

, (9) 

3 Made an object of worship 
after initial reverse and 
built up (7) 

4 Follow heartless chap m 
small Rover? (5) 

6 A girl's upset about English 


port (7.) 
Piece of] 


Piece of French plumbing? 
(5) 


S It’s barelv a matter of prin- i 
ciple? (8) 

9 One might be distressed not 
to have it? (4,4) ‘ 

14 But said to be the opposite I 
of dinner on one’s knee? j 

16 keligjous person about to J 
include French wine in list > 

(9) 

17 Man in the ocean here? 

A (5,3) ; 

19 Person's taking up favourite ; 

dance (3-4) i 

21 Wait to hold one company ! 

up? It's a killer (7) ! 

22 Covering space in back? J 
Quite the reverse (6) 

24 The French involved in 
prohibition of form ma- ! 
chinery (5) 

25 Feature old material (5) 


GUY HODGSON 


The Football Association, fear- 
ful of an English Premiership 
wholly dominated by foreign 
coaches and players, has taken 
steps to encourage domestic 
players to become coaches. 

Jimmy Armfield, the FAs 
technical consultant, is to work 
with the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association to ensure, 
that high-profile players follow 
the likes of Glenn Hoddle, 
Kenny Dalglish and Bryan Rob- 
son by staying in the game af- 
ter th^y retire from the field. 

“This is not an anti-foreigner 
thing,” Armfield, who will be in 
charge of the PFA’s six regional 
coaches, said yesterday, “lb say 
there should be no foreigners 
here would be nonsense and if 
young goalkeepers watch Peter 
Schmeichd or forwards learn 
what Gianfranco Zola does I'd 
be more than happy. 

“But we need to ensure that 
the expertise of players like 
Dalglish and Robson are not 


lost when they stop playing. The 
P FA coaches and myself will he 
going to clubs and talking to 
players. Today’s professionals 
are where the coaches of the fu- 
ture wfli be.” 

Armfield, who played for 
England 43 times in the 1950s 
and 60s and who managed 
Leeds United to the European 
Cup final in 1975, said that dubs 
were looking to short-term so- 
lutions of signing foreign play- 
ers, rather than spendfog money 
developing their own players. 
Better coaching, he believes, will 
bring better players and re- 
duce the need for imports. 

Currently, there are more 
than 130 foreign players em- 
ployed in the Premiership while 

two dubs. Arsenal and Chelsea, 
are managed by non-British 
coaches. Those figures do not 
take into account the large 
number of Scottish, Welsh and 
Irish footballers who are also in- 
eligible for selection by England.. 

At Chelsea, for example, a 
team made up entirely of for- 
eigners is feasible, yet the move- 


ment in the opposite direction 
is negligible. Daniele Dichio, 
who moved from Queen's Park. 
Rangers to Sampdoria in the 
summer, is the only En glish 
player in Italy’s Serie A. while 
there are none in the top divi- 
sions in Spain and Germany. . 

“I went to a Premiership 
match last season where there 
were only seven players eligible 
to play for England,” Armfield 
said. “That cannot be good for 
the domestic game. 

'Arsenal looked abroad fora 
coach, as did Celtic, and Black- 
bum also went to Italy, even if 
Roy Hodgson is English. There 
is going to be more of that in 
the future and we have to be 
ready to meet that challenge. If 
it was any other business they 
would already have done it. 

“I feel very strongly that the 

eralhoSdbe a pritn^^ortfle 
Government and the Football 
Association. In the past I’ve felt 
this has been left to somebody 
else, as if it takes care of itself, 
but it doesn’t." 


ill 

fTlaurice Lacroix 
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Rider sacked after drug test 


CATHERINE RILEY 

The Australian 500cc rider An- 
thony Gobert has been dis- 
missed by his Suzuki team for 
foiling a chug test at last month’s 
British Grand Prix. 

The test was carried out on 
behalf of Team Lucky Strike 
Suzuki at Donington Park on 17 
August and is believed to be the 
first positive doping cose in the 

r.r -I - L?_ 
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Suzuki did not s% what Gob- 
ert tested positive for and a 
spokeswoman declined to name 
the substance. She would not say 
whether it was a recreational or 
performance-coil an ring drug. 


Team Lucky Strike Suzuki 
terminated its contract with 
Anthony Gobert following a 
positive drug test," said a Suzu- 
ki statement issued from Japan. 

“Results made available to 
the team last week showed a 
positive reading for a prohibit- 
ed substance. As a result, in the 
best interests of the team, the 
sport and fykwcompetitore, his 
contract was terminated with 
immediate effect” 

There was no word on any re- 
placement for Gobert in the 
three remaining races ofthe sea- 
son and Suzuki axe also ex- 
pected to lose his team-mate, 
Darryl Beattie, next season 
when he returns to 'superbike 
racing. 


Gobert, 22, was in bis world 
championship debut season in 
the 500cc category, yet he 
thrived on controversy, rfashirw 
with the four-times world 
champion Michael Doohan be- 
fore tne season started, when he 
reportedly branded his compa- 
triot a loser. 

His best result of the season 
was seventh place in Austria, lit 
he had scored points consis- 
tently and was 13th overall in 
the standings. 

Gobert fid not finish the 
British Grand Pro. retiring; af- 
ter just fivekps and comptein- 
ing of cramp m a hand. He had 
arrived at Donington late and 
lacking sleep, having missed 
his plane from Australia. 
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From £450 - £650 

• Precious Metal/ Stainless Steel 

• Sapphire Crystal Glass 

• 100 Metres Water Resistancy 

• Concealed Clasp 

• Screw-In Crown 

The Maurice Lacroix Swiss watch collection ran be found 
in selected brandies or the Goldsmiths Group, the 
largest network of Authorised Agents m the country. 
The Gol dsm it h s Group is one of the country's leading 
retailers of fine jewellery and prestigious watches with 
more than 120 brandies nationwide. 
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For further information and details of your nearest agent 
telephone FREE on 0800 Goldsmiths (0800 465276). 





